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Israel approves construction 
of 900 more settlement units 

TFT. AVIV (AP) — Despite a U.S. request for a time- 
out in Jewish settlement expansion, Israel’s govern- 
ment has af^roved ±e constiuetion of 900 new units 
in the Alfei Menashe sectlement in the West Bank, its 
mayor said Monday. The announcement came just 
one day after Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
cabinet declared that while it was willing in principle 
to hand over a part of the West Bank to the Palestioi- 
ans, it would also "strengthen the Jewish settlements.” 
The M new settlement units in Alfei Menashe come 
In addition to 362 approved last month, said Mayor 
Shlomo Kaiao. "I hope that already in the spring we 
will see the first infr^tnicture work and levelling of 
Kffldg on the site.” be told Israel Radio. Plans for con- 
striiction of another 1 200 units at Alfei Menashe have 
been submitted, but are not yet approved, he said. 
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Israeli soldier wounded 
at Egyptian-Paiestinian border 

TEL AVIV ^AP) — An Israeli soldier was shot and 
lightly wounded early Monday in the southern Gaza 
Strip, close to the Egyptian and Palestinian borders, 
the army spokesman said. The shots came from the 
direction of the Mediterranean shore, Israel Radio and 
Army Radio said. It was not clear who fired them. The 
soldier was manning an observation post as part of the 
Israeli effort to prevent illegal crossing or smuggling 
of arms or explosives from Egypt into the Gaza Snip. 
He was hit in the shoulder and taken to hospital in 
Beersheva. Under the Oslo agreements Israel has con- 
trol of the crossing-points from Egypt and Jordan into 
the autonomous areas of the Palestinian National 
Authority. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Majali, Klima welcome Israeli troop 
pullout plan if in line with accords 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Austria on Monday wel- 
comed an Israeli cabinet 
decision in principle to 
withdraw more troops from 
the West Bank bat urged Tel 
Aviv to do more to honour 
peace commitments to 
Palestinians. 

"1 think it is a positive 
first step in the right direc- 
tion and we have to wait 
and get details on this deci- 
sion,” Austrian Gsancellor 
Viktor Klima said after 
talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. 

‘The point that the 
(Israelii cabinet has met 
and decided on the with- 
drawal is a positive step,” 
added Dr. Majali. “But 
what size is this withdraw- 
al? We hope it will be with- 
in the agreement signed 
with the Palestinians.” 

Israeli government on 
Sunday agreed in principle 
to hand over more West 
Bank land to the Palestini- 
ans but failed to agree on 
the size or timetable of the 
withdrawal and linked the 
troop pullout to the Pales- 
tinians meeting certain con- 
ditions. 

The Palestinians have dis- 
missed the Israeli plan say- 
ing it is aimed at eluding a 
true withdrawal in accor- 
dance with signed interim 
peace deals. 


Mr. Klima. who arrived in 
Jordan from Damascus on 
Sunday as part of a regional 
tour, also met with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan upon his 
arrival. 

The Crown Prince and 
Mr. KUma on Monday dis- 
cussed economic and trade 
relations between the two 
countries especially in light 
of Jordan's recent paitner- 
ship agreement with the 
EU. 

The Crown Prince accom- 
panied Mr. Klima and his 
delegation to a visit to 
Sahab Industrial City (See 
detailed story oo page 8). 

Mr. Klima, due to travel 
to Israel, also urged the 
Jewish state to abide by its 
commitments to exchange 
Arab land for peace and 
resume peace-making with 
the Palestinians. 

"The land-for-peace is the 
formula which cannot be 
changed and we hope that 
the questions of settlements 
and further redeployment 
are handled very soon in an 
^propriate way by the 
l^aelis.” Mr. Klima said. 

He said he bad agreed 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to support the 
infrastructure in "Palestine” 
and to back development 
plans for an industrial zone 
and railway networics to 
give Palestinjans "... a sig- 
nal of hope.” 



Iraqis throw stones at U.N. observers; Annan 
recommends increasing oil revenues to meet 
Iraq’s priority humanitarian requirements 


Prime Minisiei Abdul Salam Majali receives Austrian 
Chancellor Viktor Klima at the Prime Ministry on Mon- 
day (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Dr. Majali. scheduled to 
visit the West Bank city of 
Ramallah on Tuesday, said 
both Jordan and Austria are 
set to do their utmost to 
help revive the stalled six- 
year-old peace process. 

"It must move forward 
and we have to remove the 
barriers from its path. The 
two sides know where these 
barriers exist and who is 
blocking the peace 


process," added Dr. Majali. 
He was implicitly referring 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
hardline policies. 

Mr. Klima urged Iraq to 
fulfil its commitments 
towards the U.N. to help 
resolve the current crisis 
and help provide more food 


BAGHDAD (R) — Scores of 
impoverished Iraqis, angry at 
cuts in food rations, on Mon- 
day threw stones at United 
Nations ofiBdals who monitor 
the arrival of supplies under 
an oil-for-food a U.N. 
official said. 

Eric Fait, spokesman Ibr 
Iraq’s UJ^. relief coordinator, 
said one of the rocks smashed 
the back window of a U». 
car, but no one was hurt. 

‘There is a lot of frustration 
among the Iraqi peofrie on die 
delays in the arrival of food 
and medical shipments under 
the oil-for-food deal." Mn Fait 
told leponers. 

Underlining the continuing 
tension in the Gulf, Kuwait on 
Monday sounded warning 
sirens in the first nationwide 
test of the system since Iraqi 
troops were driven out in 
1991. 

Mr. Fait said the UJ^. 
observers, moniicdng the dis- 
Dibution of food and medi- 
cine arriving in Iraq under the 
deal, have noticed "growing 
hostility and angei'' at die lat- 
est cut in rations. 

The government told Iraqis 
last week that they will not 
have their full food rations for 
December. It said the United 
Stares ob^cted and delayed 
contracts under the deal. 

Under the oQ programme 


haq is allowed partial exports 
WG^ S2 bDlion each six 
months aimed at alleviating 
the hardships caused by UJ^. 
sanctions imposed after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

The stone throwing took 
place in Saddam Tow^p in 
Baghdad, where about one 
million poor Iraqis live. 

Mr. F^t said it was the first 
incident of its kind during 
abcMit 240.(XX) food inspec- 
tion tours die nearly 2(X) UJ4. 
food observe have made 
since the scheme started last 
December. 

"It [incident] appears to be 
spontaneous. It is a minor 
iocidenC,” he said 

The second phase of die 
humanitarian scheme expires 
on Friday. 

In New York, UJJ. Secre- 
tary-Geneial Kofi Annan rec- 
ommended on Monday 
increasing the amount of oil 
Iraq is allows to sell every 
six nronihs but proposed no 
specific figura. 

"Given the scale of urgent 
humanitarian requirements in 
Iraq, the Security Council 
may wish to re-examine the 
adequacy of the revenues as 
envisag^ by Resolutions 986 
[1995] and 1111 [1997] and 
to consider the possibility of 
increasing those revenue to 
meet Iraq’s piioriiy humani- 


taiian requirements.” Mr. 
Annan said in a written report 
to die council. 

Mr. Annan said he was con- 
scious of the extent to which 
initial hopes concerning the 
pro^amme had • created 
expectations that were diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to 
meeL 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammed Mehdi Saleh 
told Reuters on Sunday that 
although Iraq wanted a com- 
plete lifting of the sanctions. 


there was no option but to 
renew the oil pact. 

“■WTiaiever increase takes 
place on the volume [of the 
oil-for-food pact] it will not 
solve the problem." he lold 
Reuters. 

‘‘.Any increase will noi solve 
the causes of diseases and the 
essential requiremenis of the 
people of Iraq." Mr. Saleh 
said 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. officials suspect baby 
food smuggling ring to Iraq 


NEW YORK (AFP) — U.S. 
customs officials uncovered 
what they believe is a ring of 
baby fo^ smugglers who 
stole powdered milk firom 
supermarkets to sell it at 
th^ times the price in Iraq, 
Newsweek reported. 

Diousands of cans of for- 
mula were stolen from retail 
stores in northern Texas 
over the past tw-o years in 
what customs officials said 
was a scheme to sell them 
for $40 to S50 in Iraq, where 
UJ^. sanctions have created 
a huge black markeu the 
magazine reported in its lat- 


est issue. 

Small bu.sinessmen "of 
Arabic descent" offered 
drug addicts S6 a can to do 
the stealing, informants lold 
[he customs service. 

The fonnula was then 
reported)}' repackaged and 
sWpped to Iraq, the maga- 
zine said. 

The shoplifters were tuld 
that the bub> formula could 
be sold in the Middle East 
for high profit because .Arab 
baby fvxni plants were 
destroyed bv the U.S. dur- 
ing the I'si^l Gulf war. tlie 
magazine said. 


lomBnuedonKigsT) Couft of CassatioD ovcrtums acquittal of Abu 


Majali meets Arafat today to discuss 
troop withdrawal plan, bilateral ties 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AAfMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter .Abdul Salam Majali and 
Palestinjan President Yasser 
Arafat are scheduled to 
meet today in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah to 
discuss recent develop- 
ments in the troubled peace 
process, a government 
spokesperson said on Mon- 
day. 

Both men would also look 
into ways to boost political 
coordination and assess a 
recent Israeli cabinet deci- 
sion to conduct a partial 
troop withdrawal from rural 
areas of the West Bank. 

Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. who will accom- 
pany the Prime Minister, 
said the talks come "in the 
framew'ork of bilateral 
cooperation with our Pales- 
tinian brothers.” He 
declined to give further 
details. 

Dr. Majali on Monday 


welcomed the Israeli deci- 
sion but urged Tel Aviv to 
do more to honour peace 
commitments to Palestini- 
ans. 

The Israeli cabinet Sun- 
day agreed in principle on a 
limited redeployment from 
the West Bai^ but it did not 
discuss the size of the areas 
to be banded ov'er and 
imposed conditions on 
implementing the move. 

Press reports placed thv 
projected withdrawal at mv 
to eight per cent of the Wc'i 
Bank. 

The Palestinians haw 
already rejected as inadv 
qu^e the plan, and said 
hard-liner Israeli Prinu- 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is trying i«' 
avoid a real witiidrawa). 
skipping full implemenu 
tion of already signed 
agreements (See story' on 
p^e L2). 

Jordan, home to over \.2 
million U.N.-registered 
Palestinian refugees, ha- 


supported Palestinian 
stands and exerted numer- 
ous efforts to put the dead- 
locked peace process back 
on track. 

‘‘We have provided the 
Palestinian Authority with 
all our brotherly and sincere 
support throughout differ- 
ent times and stages." His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
in bis Speech from ihe 


Throne opening the first 
ordinary session of the 
newly-elected Parliament. 

"We will continue to sup- 
port our brothers, today and 
in the future, towards attain- 
ing the Palestinian people's 
legitimate rights and estab- 
lishing their independent 
state on their national soil, 
with its cupitiil. Jcnisulciiv" 


Private Placement 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Jordan Tunes Su^ Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Classation has oveituroed a 
Court of Appeals ruling in 
July to acquit the former Sn 
Lankan Honorary' ConsiiJ to 
Joidaa Tawfiq Abu KhajiL of 
charges ranging firmi traffick- 
ing babies to forgery of offi- 
ckJ documents, judidal 
sounses told tire Jordan Times 
yestoday. 

In July, of this year, the 
Court of j^^reals acquitted 
Mr. Abu KhajU of chaiges of 
selling one b^. and anempt- 
ine in vll :i second, statins 


King marks SOC’s 
first anniversary 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty' King Hussein, tire 
Supreme Commander of 
the Jordan Armed Forces. 
Monday attended a cere- 
mony held by die Army’s 
Special Operations Com- 
mand to mark the first 

anniversary of its formation 

and banded the standards to 
newly formed units. 

Upon his arrival, the King 
was welcomed by HRH 
Pi^ce Abdullah, Comman- 
der of the Special C^ra- 
tions Command, Chairman 
of the Joint Cbiefs-of-Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh and senior 
army officers. 

In an add^ss delivered 
before the Kiag, Prince 
Abdullah expressed deep 
pride in his mission as 
commander, a position 


entrusted to him by ihv 
King. He said he was hon- 
oured with the Royal 
assignment expressini: 
hope to shoulder the 
required responsibilities 
and serve the King and the 
nation. 

King Hussein later hand- 
ed the standards to thv 
newly formed units. Hv 
also presented spears to 
number of army officers foi 
their distinguished servia- 
within the Command. 

Prince Abdullah presem 
ed the King with a com- 
roemorative gift in obscr 
vance of the anniversary. 

Attending the cercmon> 
were Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Rashed. 
Prince Talal, Princes-- 
Rania and Prince Hussein. 


ARAB INTERNAHONAL HOTEI^ COMPANY 

(A Pubtic shareholding Company) ■( 

Arab International Hotels Company, a public shareholding 
company, invites shareholders registered as of the end of 
December 5, 1997 to participate in the private placement of 
3,(XX),000 shares. 

1 Registered shareholders as of the end of December 5, 1997 
are only entitled to purchase a maximum of one third of their 
existing shareholdings. Unsubscribed shares will be sold at 
the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

i The private placement consists of 3,000,CXX) shares with par 
value of JD 3,000,000. 

3. The shares are offered at JD 4.500 per share, consisting of JD 
1 par value and a share premium of JD 3.500. 

4 The full value of subscribed shares should be paid upon the 
submission of the Subscription Request Form at any of Jordan 
National Bank branches in the kingdom. 

Shareholders residing outside the kingdom should fill the 
Subscription Request Form sent by mail, and return it 
accompanied by a certified check or bank transfer to the 
company’s account with Jordan National Bank. 

5 The private placement begins on Monday, December 8, 1997 
and ends on Monday, December 22, 1997. 

^ Shares subscribed before year end are entitled to the 1997 profits. 

Nadim Y. Muasher 
Cbairmao of Board of Directors 


that no proof exulted that the 
former coosul bright or sold 
any child, "rather what hap- 
pened was an adoption autho- 
rised by Jtxdanian and Ekitch 
laws.” 

The Court of Appeals also 
commuted the fogety charge 
to a misdemeanour and said 
ffiat Mr. Abu KhaJD did not 
forge documents, a charge that 
could send him to three years 
in jail 

However; the Court of Cas- 
sation, ixesided over by Judge 
Bassam Newiran, with Jud^ 
Mohammad Raqad. Yousef 
Hmoud, Moshb^ Koukh 
and Kamel Sa'eed, ovemimed 
the sentence on ^ grounds 
tha a 1929 law banning ^v- 
ciy prohibited the s^e of 
b^nes, the source said. 

Hie court ruled that the law 
also included provisions that 
harmed any practice that 
would undeirnine h uman fice- 
dom whether tioough treat- 


ment of humans as slaves, 
their deportation or their hold- 
ing as hostages. 

Further, the judicial source 
said Ihe Higher Coun ruled 
that Mr. Abu Khajil "abused 
his position, and that the 
forgery be commined was a 
crime and not a misde- 
meanour as the Court of 
Appeals had ruled." 

The Court of Appeals will 
DOW review' the case. It will 
either uphold the Higher 
Ckxrrt ruling or rejea it ^er 
which Amman Prosecutor 
Fou'ad Sweidan. who 
^ipeaied the verdict, can 
aji^ieal for a second time to foe 
of Cassation, the source 
told foe Jordan Times. 

In April of 1997. Mr. Abu 
Khajil was conricied by the 
Amman Court of First 
Instance of selling a baby, traf- 
ficldng another and of forgery, 
and sentenced him to force- 
years with hard labour. 


Mr. Abu Khajil was formal- 
ly charged in Nlaich 199o 
with .^6 counts of forging dcc- 
umenis. of forged docu- 
ments. 36 counts of infant [raf- 
ficking. possession of unli- 
censed firearms, import of an 
illegal wireless radio, abuse of 
mist and forger}' of a gov ern- 
ment seal. 

He was arrested shonlv after 
rirpoit police stopped a Dutch 
couple on March 1.^ 1996. 
w'hile leaving the countr\’ with 
a child they had adopted after 
paying a siim of SS.OOO. 

Police also found forged 
adoption documents with the 
couple. 

Mr. .^bu Khajil. who was 
fieed on hail, is currently 
being tried at the Crimini 
Court on charges of raping 
four Sri Lankan women. 

AH four women are them- 
seh'es facing charges of per- 
jury. after the\- changed their 
initial testimonies. 


Try your luck in the JORD.^N Tlktfe^-ever^^Year's Lonery. 
You may be just the one (o dme home in a bran^en Suzuki Baleno 
*Fill coupon on back page and keep until the end of December. 



The Grand Prize 

Suzuki Baleno 

1300 cc, 1997, customs duty paid car. (made in Japan) 

Many other valuable prizes. 

Sponserd by: 

^ SUZUKI asj^i 

THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL CO. 
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Yemeni foreign minister meets 
King Fahd for border talks 


RIY^H (AFP) — Yemeni 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Kanm Iryani has met King 
FaM for talks on the demar> 
cadon of the border, where at 
least two people died in a 
clash earlier this montli, ofti> 
cials said Monday. 

They said Mr. Iryani also 
held u .separate meedng 
overnight with his Saudi 
counterpaiL Prince Na\ef 
Ben Abdul Aziz, who is in 
charge of the border file for 
the kingdom, tlie official 
new.s agency SPA stud. 


Mr. Iryani. accompanied by 
Interior Minister Hussein 
•Arab, arrived in Riyadh on 
Sunday. 

The Yemeni official, who 
delivered u me.s.sage from 
President .Ali AMullah Saleh 
to King Fahd, aims “to add 
the final touches to the accettd 
on demarcating the border.'* 
according to a Yemeni diplo- 
matic source. 

The two countries have 
been negotiating the demar- 
cation of their 2.500-kilome- 
tre border for the past two 


years, alter an accord in 
which Yemen dropped its 
claims to Najran. Assir and 
Jizan provinces. 

Two Yemenis were killed 
and four wounded in u clash 
between Saudi and Yemeni 
border patrols on Nov. 17. an 
authoritative source said in 
Sanaa on Saturday. 

The .source said the two 
countries had “contained" the 
incident and that it would not 
affect their relations. 

The clash took place inside 
'V'emeni territors' after a Saudi 


flag was raised over a schiKM 
in the village of Qarqahi. 3f HI 
kilometres north of he 
said. Ail the casuufties were 
Yemenis. 

But AJ Riyadh newspaper 
said the village was insiik* 
Saudi territ^. 

A Yemeni soldier lowered 
the Saudi flag over the school 
and was shrt down by the 
school guard, it said. Other 
Yemeni troops returned fire, 
killing two Saudi civiliaivs 
and woundinc three others. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


I\irkish militiamen kiU minibus passenger 


ANKARA (Ri — Two members of a state-paid anti-Kur- 
dish rebel militia in Turkey opened fire on a civilian 
minibus, killing one of the passengers. ,a spokesman for 
the Erzurum governor’s office said on Monday. He said 
the “village guard" militiamen fired on the vehicle with 
automatic weapons near Vikilgun village in eastern Erzu- 
rum province, killing one pa.ssenger and wounding three 
others. The two militiamen and &e minibus driver w^re 
detained by police, the spokesman said.'Turkey employs 
around 60.000 village guards in the east and southeast of 
the country in its fight against the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). Village guards are often accused of using gov- 
ernment arms to conduct private vendettas and blood 
feuds. More than 27.000 people have b^n killed during 
the PKK's 13-year struggle for self-rule in the mainly 
Kurdish southea.si. 


Egypt militants getting funds from Gulf 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Egypt’s ambassador to Kuwait 
said Monday that some sections of society in Gulf states 
are helping to finance Islamists in Egypt, “There are 
some terrorists being financed by .some circles in the 
Gulf states." Mustafa Abu Sheneif told the Kuwaiti daily 
Al Rai Al Aam. without elaborating. Egypt is trying to 
ensure that governments block any support for Islamists, 
while President Hosni Mubarak ha.s accused Britain of 
“protecting terrorists" by granting policicaJ asylutn. Tlie 
drive follows an attack by Islumi.st.s on Nov. 17 that 
killed 58 holidaymakers outside an ancient temple in 
Luxor, southern Egypt. “Our eyes and ears must be open 
to the fact that terrorism does not have a country. It Is an 
international phenomenon and all ponies must cooperate 
to confront it" the ambassador said. In 1994. Cairo 
expressed concern that funds were being sent by Gulf 
charities to outlawed groups in Egypt. But Kuwait has 
since taken measures to ensure that funds go through 
official channels only, diplomats said. 


^Luxor assailants were shot to death* 


CAIRO lAFP) — Egypt's police coroner said on Mon- 
day that si.x Islamists who massacred 58 holidaymakers 
in Luxor last month were shot to death by police, dis- 
missing press repons they had committed suicide. “The 
ossailam.s were killed by three to .seven bullets fired at 
them from a distance of more than 50 centimetres." a 
police source said quoting the coroner's repon. “The bul- 
lets were fired from several direciion.s and there is no 
indication whaLsoever that the shots were fired from u 
dose distance, which rules out any suicide." the report 
said. “The cartridges I found near the bodies] w ere fired 
from police weapons." the rep>ort added. “Thi.s evidence 
totally rules out the nimour. carried by some opposition 
new.spapers. according to which the Islamists making 
their getaway commined suicide when they were pur- 
sued by the police in cases." it said. 


Argentine minister meets Israeli counterpart 


TEL AVIV i.AFPl — Argentine Defence Minister Jorge 
Dominguez held talks here .Monday with Israeli counterpart 
Mt^ak MonJechai on the .second day of his \ isit to Israel, an 
Israeli defence minisny spokesman said. .Mr. Dominguez. 
who is accompanied by a number of senior .Argentine offi- 
cers. al.so r\Kl w ith the director general of Israel’s defence 
ministry. Ilan Biran. Officials frrirn both sides diseussrd the 
strategic threai.s facing Israel, in particular ftx>m non<onvcn- 
tional weapons and from Iran, said the .sources. Mr 
Dominguez arrived Sunday on a six-day trip and is .sched- 
uled to visit military' bases and arnt.s factories during his stay. 


Hitchhiking Israeli 
soldier fearing kidnap, 
dies jumping from car 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli soldier w-ho mistak- 
enly feared she was being 
kidnapped by an Islamist 
who had picked her up 
hitchhiking died after 
jumping from the man's 
vehicle. the Yediot 
Aharonoi newspaper 
repiirted Monday. 

Ravital Dundaker. 20. 
and a second female sol- 
dier were picked up last 
week while hitchhiking in 
the Negev Desert by a man 
driving an Israeii-regis- 
lered utility truck. 

*rhe women were riding 
in on enclosed compart- 
ment separated from the 
driver and when he failed 
to stop al their agreed des- 
tination. Dundaker and her 
companion feared they 
were being kidnapped and 
jumped from the vehicle, 
the newspaper said. 

Dundaker landed on her 
head and died Sunday after 
four days in hospital. The 
second woman, who was 
slightly injured, recounted 
the Irrcidem to police. 

*rhe army has issued 
numerous warnings in 
recent days over purported 


plan.s by Islamists to kid- 
nap Israeli soldiers, 
notably in the run-up to the 
lOlh anniversary on Dec. 9 
of the start of the I9S7- 
1994 Palestinian “Intifa- 
da" uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

.According to the Ycdioi 
Aharonoi- the two women 
pounded on the window of 
the driver's compartment 
when he failed to stop al 
their destination, but he 
apparently did not hoar 
them because of loud 
music playing on the 
radio. 

Panicked, they opened 
the rear door of (he vehicle 
and jumped out. 

Following the kidnap- 
ping and murder of an 
Israeli soldier by Islamists 
early this year, the army 
issu^ strict instructions 
concerning hitchhiking. 

Mule soldiers must he 
armed to hitchhike alone, 
and only during the day- 
time. and can only hitch- 
hike at night in pairs. 

Female .soldiers arc told 
to only hitchhike during 
daylight hours and in 
pairs. 




The mother of an Islamist cries outside a slate seturity court after hearing the death sentence 

day. The court sentenced two out of the five suspect.s found guilty of killing a policeman and wounding another to 

death and the rest to life impri-sonment (Reuters photo) 


Egypt’s mufti endorses death 
penalty against 2 Gamaa activists 


C.AIRO (AFP) — The roufii 
(>f Egypt on Monday 
appp.w^ a penalty 

against two convirted mili- 
lants of the oiiiiawcd Gama:i 
Islamivyu. In a lUep paving 
the way for their extrcutktn. a 
senior judge suhl. 

Judge .Aliniad Baddur. who 
heads the high stale securiiy 
court, had initially sentenced 
to deitth Mohammad Fathi 
.Abdul .Azim. 27. and 
moud Mustafa Suleiman. 24. 
on Nw. X on charges ol‘ mur- 
dering a pc^tceman in 1**03. 

Bufun^r Egyikiun law. the 
mufti, the cniiwiy's rcli- 
gittus leader, must endorse 
death pcrcilues tu pu\c (he 
wav for the execution rt’ con- 


victs unlc.ss President Hosni 
Mutxrak decides lo piuxkm 
liiem. 

Abdul y\/im and .Suleiman 
were ucquilietl by die high 
stale security ciHiri in October 
I *»*)4 after witnesses .s;iid they 
were not involvcil in die mur- 
der hut the .sentence was 
never raiified and a new trial 
opened in May. 

Also on Mnndiiy. the high 
stale security court sentenced 
lo life in prison two mher mil- 
itant acilvisis who wcr' 
m.vu.sed of involvemcnl in ihe 
1***^.'' imirUcrora |)olicemcn. 

“For i)k*m Mam U not. as 
iiicy pretend, a solution to the 
country's but a way *»f reach- 
ing piiwer.'* Mr. BaJiIur .stild 


us lie announced the xerdict 
ugainsi Suyyed Maqbui and 
Ali .Ahmad Ali. 

The Gamaa is Egypt's main 
;tmicd Islamist grx'up and has 
speurheatied anti-gov cmmeni 
violence which Ii;ls claimed 
l,.'^3.’' livc.s since March 1992. 

A lolal of 9iS Islitmist 
aciivisis have Iven sentenced 
li' death siiKe March l*W2. 
Including 61 who have been 
e.xcculed. 

Tlie Gamaa claimed 
responsibility for the mas- 
sacre of .‘'S hulkluymokers in 
tiK* southern areiWologicu) 
U»wni»fLovorinNov. J7and 
wtimed furdter aiiacks unless 
’ the authorities stopped fight- 
ing them. 


The ‘'Batallion.s of Destruc- 
tion.'* a .sub-group of d)e 
Gamaa. had said in a leaflet 
(bund at the .site of the mas- 
.sucre that the operation was 
linked to the opening Nov. 17 
of another trial involving 
Islamist aedvirts. 

Tlie chief .suspect in that 
trial is Mustafa Hamza, the 
fugitive leader of the Gamaa's 
militaiy wing who is also the 
key suspect in a foiled bid to 
kill President Mubarak in 
] 995 in Ethiopia. 

Hamza has been sentenced 
to death in absenda in 1992 
and in 1993. 


Israel to accept more Palestinians to replace foreign labourers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i AFPi — Israel plan^ to open its 
borders next month to thousands 
more Palestinian workers to 
replace foreign labtmrers who 
represent u “social time bomb" 
for Israel, officials said Monday. 

The number of entry permits 
issued to laKiurer'' from the Wc.st 
Bank and Gaza Strip will 
increase from 52,'.Kn’.) to .ilmoM 
]4t;).t)00 within five years to take 
the place of the foreigners. >.iid 
SWomo Dror. a military 
spokesman. 

The first pna.se o* the plan 
drawn up by the labour and 
social affairs’ mmisiry will be 
implemented next numth wnh 
ihc reiuro home of “.i)0t) foreien 
workers and the issue of h,(MiO 
uddiiiona! passes for Palesrini- 
an^. said Nloshc Dimri. director 
of labiiur services at the ministry. 

One thousand Israelis will :iWo 
gain jobs in the switch-over, he 


said. 

"This will begin taking effect 
in January and "will be the first 
part of several phases to reduce 
the number of foreign workers... 
w ho arc in the loiig-Icrm a social 
time bomb fiv Israel.’’ Mr. Dimri 
told .AFP .Monday. 

The larger inier-ininislerud 
plan entaiKcuHing the uoniher of 
work permits available for lor- 
eigners fr*'m '*9,nt)n to 5.not) 
within five year*. Mr. Dn»r said. 

Due to frequent border closures 
imposed fhe ivcupicd fcmio- 
nc> follow mg PalCHiiman attacks 
in Israel. Israeli employers h.xvc 
shifted in recent yc,irs from 
Palestinian labourers to a 
reliance on foreign workers, 
mostly Rnmanums, Thais and 

Filipinos. 

.As a result the number of for- 
eigners working in Israel, 
notably in the cvuvarucrii»ii and 
fiuxn -Cvtors, has ballooned from 


just several thotiMuid in |990 to 
more than .'^OO.tHN). most ol them 
illegal, officials said. 

In 19**7 alone. Israel clamped 
four full closures on the Wesi 
Bank and Gaza Strip, each lust- 
ing for at least iwi> weeks. Krfore 
they were gradually eased and 
Uicn usually reinipiwcd. 

But autborilics say the foreign 
labourers carry with them a slew 
t»f M»cial ills like crime and pros, 
litulion. 

“This government prefers 
Palcsfmian workers bivausc they 
are oiir neighbours ainl they fin- 
ish a ilay i>t work and go home to 
sleep," Mr. Dnmi siiid. 

Isrwrii officials have also 
expressed worry that the. foreign- 
ers. who arc mainly Clirisiiajis, 
are iniemiarrying with Jewish 
women. 

Ill res|)on.se to diese concerns, 
the labiHir and defence ministries 
animuneed lust month ihev 


would within weeks begin allow- 
ing ul least .V).fH)0 carefuny 
selected Palestinians lo work In 
the country iluring security 
alerts. Mr. Dror said. 

Offici.ils and vvorkcr.s’ rights 
aciivisis warned that ihe govem- 
ineni’s labour plan could run imo 
sliff resisiance from employers 
who have fveome uccusioinv’d to 
the inexpensive foreign workers. 

“.A Thai is cheaper and works 
hanler than a Palesiinian even 
under horrible liv ing contlirions." 
Mr. Dror s.iul. “No. of course, 
they make more profits with fr*r- 
eign vvorkers." 

"Bui our ei>nsideraiii.)ns arc for 
the nation, for securiiv and for 
peace.*’ Mr. Dror ailded. “If we 
have to. we will impose steep 
fines oil those who hire foreign 
workers illegally." 

Hanna Zohnr. coordinahv of 
the Worker’s Hotline for foreign 
and I'ulesiinian labourers. s.hd 


that wirhouf close government 
scrutiny. Israeli employers would 
simply continue using foreign 
workers illegally since they pay 
them half the salaries of Pales- 
tinians and only two thirds of the 
minimum wage. 

"The black market could grow 
because of this poliev." she told 
AFP. 

"This plan is not realistic as 
long as the government doesn't 
make the employers pay the for- 
eign workers as much as the 
Palestinians. The employers have 
gotten used to paying slave 
salaries." she said. 

"The foreign workers are not a 
social time bomb." Ms. Zohar 
added. 

" The problem i.s an I.sraeli soci- 
ety that is unwilling to accept 
fi'reign worlcers... ’fhe govem- 
mem pn.»paganda [against them) 
causes racism." 
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Genuan-speakh^ Evangdicai 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The LafteisDay Saints Tc). 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
67.5691. 
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Committee members to be elected 
in second session of Parliament 


B/ Fairoiiz Abo-Ghazaleh 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During its 
second session Wednesday 
moising, the Lower House 
is scheduled to elect mem- 
bers. to its 24 permanent 
Ainmiaees. ~Lower House 
Secretary General Mobam- 
/nad Masalha said Monday. 

The government submit- 
ted siiT draft laws to the 
I.ower House, which the 
House will refer to its per- 


manent conunittees once 
th^ are formed. 

lihese laws include ibe 
Election Law, Press and 
Publication I^w. which 
was passed by the govern- 
ment as a temporary law in 
May, a protocol agreement 
between Jordan and France, 
the Securities Law, an 
ag^ment for oil explo- 
ration between the Natural 
Resource Authority and a 
foreign firm, and a draft 
law regulating the work of 


the Economic and Social 
Organisation for Redrod 
Servicemen. 

The 80-member House 
will form se\'eral commit- 
tees that will investigate 
claims by ten parties con- 
testing the validity of cer- 
tain deputies’ elections. 

A special committee to 
draft the House’s reply to 
the King's Speech from the 
Throne is expected to pre- 
sent the relat^ proposals to 
the House early next week. 


Women in media conclude 
seminar on professional rights 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 20 
women working in the 
media sector Monday con- 
cluded a three-day seminar 
oiganised by the Jordan 
Women^’s Union (JWLH that 
aimed at raising their 
awareness about their pro- 
fessional rights. 

JWLI member Noor Imam 
srid the seminar was impor- 
tant for women in the media 
in light of the amendments 
introduced by the govern- 
ment to the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law. 

The controversial amend- 
ments. introduced in May, 
increased the minimum 
coital requirements for 
dally and weekly newspa- 
pers, toughened sanctions 
for reporters and editors 
found in violation of the 
law, and narrowed tiie range 
of issues able to be report- 
ed, editorialised. or 


analysed by journalists. 

The amendments, which 
have been criticised by 
international press freedom 
groups as lowering the ceil- 
ing of public freedoms in 
the Kingdom, resulted in 
the closure of 13 of the 
country's 20. weeklies. 

Ms. Imam, an attorney in 
practice, stated that the par- 
ticipants were also intro- 
duce to other laws that dis- 
criminate against women, 
the U.N. Convention on the 
Elifflinatioo of Discrimina- 
tion Against Women, and 
other laws pertaining to 
their fields. 

XWU Vice President 
Nadia Shamroukh said this 
workshop was pan of the 
union's legal literacy pro- 
gramme for women, wUcb 
was inaugurated five years 
ago. 

These programmes, she 
maintaineil are designed to 
introduce women to their 
legal rights and the laws 


that discriminate against 
them, as well as launch 
campaigns calling for the 
termination or amendment 
of discriminatory laws. 

Participants reviewed nine 
working papers tackling 
issues such as '‘Women and 
Crimes,’* presented by 
Attorney Z^a Sharabati, 
‘The Civil Status Law,” pre- 
sented by Atty. Sa'oudah 
Salem, ‘The Nationality 
and Passports law,” present- 
ed by Any. Muna 
Zaghab^, ‘The Labour and 
Social Security Law," pre- 
pared by Atty. Sana' Khay- 
at. and ‘The Constitutional 
and Civil Rights of 
Women,*’ presented by Attv’. 
Ghousoun R:dial. 

Established in 1974, the 
JWXi 'is a non-governmental 
organisation that aims at 
playing an active role in 
improving the status of Jor- 
danian women and in pro- 
moting their rights within 
the Kingdom. 


Declaration on formation of children’s 
rights group expected next week 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A declaration 
on the formulation of die 
National Coalition for 
Children (NCC) is expect- 
ed to be announced at a 
one-day workshop on Dec. 
8 in Amman. 

"The declaration will be 
just the beginning for 
future development and 
cooperation with the 
National Task Force for 
Children (NTFC), hopeful- 
ly leading to the creation 
of an NCC charter." said 
In’am Mufti, special advi- 
sor to Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

The NCC, one unit with- 
in the NTFC, is a volunt^ 
association encompassing 
162 members of Jordanian 
public and private national 
organisations, internation- 
al agencies, and individu- 
als and families working 
for the well-being of chil- 
dren. 

The NTFC is a coordi- 


nating agency of Jordan's 
national effort for the sur- 
vival, protection, and 
development of the rights 
of children. 

“It is hoped thdt this dec- 
laration will pave the way 
for the development of the 
NCC into a charier,'' Mrs. 
Mufti told an iiifonnal 
gathering of media repre- 
sentatives. 

According to Ra'ida Kut- 
tub. deputy coordinator 
and progranune officer at 
the NTFC, the main aim of 
the NCC is to (^rdinate. 
facilitate, initiate, and sus- 
tain the development of 
Tiigh-quality activities tar- 
geting children and 
enabling them to attain 
their rights.’' 

There are specific objec- 
tives put forth by coalition 
mem^rs such as monitor- 
ing and ensuring the 
implementation of the 
U.N. Conventions on the 
Rights of the Child, the 
Ai^ Charter for Children, 
and all national action 


plans. 

Programmes promoting 
the awareness of children's 
issues will be another task 
for the NCC, as well as 
devising projects to 
enhance children's rights 
and their well-being. Dr. 
Kuttub told the Jordan 
Times. 

Following the declara- 
tion, the NCC will formu- 
late specialised groups to 
work on priority areas for 
children in Jordan. The 
NTFC has been holding a 
series of meetings with dif- 
ferent groups to identify 
priority areas pertaining to 
children's issues. 

Three priority areas were 
distinguished: pre-school 
education, child rights, and 
the enhancement of the 
home and school environ- 
ment. Dr. Kuttub stated. 

On the same day. Nabil 
'Amari. secretary general 
at the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. will speak on the sit- 
uation of children in Jor- 
dan. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

* Annual YWCA Christ- 
mas classical choir on 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday, and Sunday 
(3id, 4th. 6ih and 7tb Dec. 
‘971 at the Royal Cultural ' 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. ' 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic (abstract) art by 
Mohammad Qaddumi at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Dec. 7. 

* Works b>' Ghada Dah- 
daleh at Baladoa An 
Gallerv, Gardens Street 
(Tel. 5537598), until Dec. 
10 . 

* Paintings on fine 
porcelain at the Ans and 
Crafts Centre (Artisana) 
(Tel. 617118) until Dec. 2. 

* Pmatings by Ammar 
Khammash su the French 
(Tultuial Centre. Jabal 
WeibdeiLundl Dec. 12. 

* Paintings by Saadi Al- 
Kaabi at Orient Gallery 
(Tel. 681303/4). until Dec. 
4. 

* Wbrits by Khalid 
Khreis at Instimto Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 10. 


King congratulates UAE 
pre^dott on natkwal day 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday sent a cable to 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) President Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 
Ntd^an. congratulating 
hin} on his countiy's 
national day. The Khig 
wished Sheikh Zayed con- 
tinued good be^tb and 
ht^piness ^d UAE citi- 
zens fur^r progress and 
pro^rity. 

Arab Thought Forum to 
open symposium here 
next week 

AMMAN (Petra) —His 
Royal Highness Crown 
F^ce Hassan, president 
of the Arab Thought 
Iwum (ATF), next Satur- 
day will chair a sympo- 
siuni on role of non-go\'- 
emmental organisations 
(NGOs) in Europe and the 
Arab World in de%'eloping 
civil societies. Participants 
in the two-day symposium, 
Oiganised by the ATF and 
the Bruno l^sky Forum, 
will discuss several work- 


ing papers covenng, 
among other topics, the 
historical analysis of the 
meaning of civil sodeiy. 
the role of NGOs in 
Europe and the Arab 
World, the political, cultur- 
al, and social trends pre- 
vailing in the two regions, 
and globalisation. Talting 
part in the symposium will 
be Arab and European 
inteUectuals. 

Prince Mohammad visits 
Special Forces Commaiid 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
Monday visited the Royal 
Special Forces Command, 
where he was receh'ed by 
HRH Prince Abdullah, 
commander of the Special 
Operations foic^ and lis- 
tened to a briefing on the j 
duties of the forces and I 
their training actirities. 
Prince Mohammad also 
visited a paratrooper unit 
and waich^ a demonstra- 
tion in basic skills and Tae 
Kwon Do. 


Delays in implementation of peace accord: 
will harm Jordanian-lsraeli ties — Mutav 


ABU DHABI (Petra) — 
The Jordanian govemmem 
is making e\'ery effort and 
exploring every potential to 
support the E^estinian- 
Israeii peace process and 
overcome the obstacles 
placed by Israel in the paA 
of peace. Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said Monday. 

In an interview publish^ 
by the Abu Dhabi newspa- 
per A1 Ittihad, Dr. Mutawi 
said due to the strong and 
distinguished historical 
links between the Jord^an 
and Palestinian peoples, it is 
natural chat any develop- 
ments west of the Jordw 
River have an impact on the 
Kingdom. 

‘‘Any delays in the imple- 
mentation of the Palestin- 
ian-I.sraeli peace accords 
inevitably affect Jordan's 
ties with Israel.” he stated. 

Jordan believes in the con- 
tinuation of dialogue and 
further moves towards 
peace, because otherwise 
there will be a deadlock and 
no progress, a situation that 
is unaccq7iable at the Arab 
or the international levels. 


he added. 

Stating that Jordan's 
views on the peace process 
have been in conflict with 
those of Israel since Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu came to power. 
Dr. Mutawi added "howev- 
er. we are exerting all possi- 
ble efforts to remove the 
obstacles preventing the 
implementation of the 
accords, as well as other 
obstacles, like the obstruc- 
tion of the flow of Jordanian 
goods to the Palestine self- 
rule areas in the West 
Bank.” 

On Jordanian-Egyptian 
coordination in these mat- 
ters, the minister said Jordan 
considers Egypt's role as 
very importanL especially in 
backing the Palestinians and 
“we are working in conjunc- 
tion with Egypt to help the 
Palestinians overcome every 
obstacle.” 

When asked about the 
benefits that Jordan might 
have gained ftom attendiog 
the Middle East and Nortli 
Africa economic conference 
in Doha, the minister replied 
that "by deciding to attend 


the Doha meeting. Jordan 
was not hoping (o launch 
contacts with the Israelis. a.s 
such contacts are available 
to us because Jordan and 
Israel have signed a peace 
treaty and subsequent 
agreements. Rather, we 
view'ed the Doha meeting as 
an imemational event 
through which we could 
enhance our contacts with 
international organisations 
in economic and trade fields 
to conclude investment 
accords.” 

On the upcoming Islamic 
nations summit in Tehran 
later this month, the minis- 
ter .said "the important thing 
at this stage is bringing the 
views of" various Islamic 
nations closer together and 
collaborating to change the 
distorted image about Islam 
as propagated in the West.” 

Jordan will focus the con- 
ference’s artenrion on 
achieving closer coopera- 
tion betw'een Islamic 
nations to solve issues mar- 
ring inter-Islamic relations, 
he said. 

The subject of Jerusalem 
will dominate the delibera- 


tions, especially as Israel 
has not yet displayed any 
good intentions towards a 
lasting peace and has not 
taken any measures to halt 
the construction of Jewish 
settlements on Arab lands, 
according to Dr. Mutawi. 

On the situation in Iraq, 
the minister said “we are 
trying to focus world atten- 
tion on the humanitarian 
element rather than the 
political aspect alone in a 
bid to end the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. We have 
resorted to ^ diplomatic 
channels to seek an end to 
the present crisis. 

"I believe that Iraq has to 
implement the U.N. Securi- 
[}' Council's resolutions to 
convince the world commu- 
nity of its stand and trigger 
world campaigns to lift the 
embargo.” he added. 

With regard to SvTia, the 
minister said Jordan is 
engaging in quiet but inten- 
sive "diplomacy to restore 
ruomencum to Syrian-Jor- 
danian relations. 

“In recent telephone con- 
versations, the prime minis- 
ters of the two countries dis- 


cussed prospects for the 
resumption of the Joint 
Higher Jordanian-Syrian 
Committee, which we h*.)pe 
will convene soon." accord- 
ing Dr. Mutawi. 

Attempts are uI<o under 
way to improve Jordanian- 
Kuwaiti relations, he -aid. 

"The Gulf crisis had its 
adverse impact on Jordan- 
ion-Kuwaiti relations but 
Jordan for its part remains 
conimitied to the overall 
Arab stand and seeks tii 
solve problems within the 
.Arab World." the minister 
said. 

TTirough its endeavours. 
Jordan has succeeded in 
sianina the process of 
rel^lding these relations, 
he said, noting tliat :iir trans- 
port has been restored and 
officials from the rao coun- 
tries have held several meet- 
ings and the coni.tcts are 
conf/nulng. 

Despite the differences in 
views, the Kuwaiti embassy 
in Amman is still o{.^n and it 
is hoped that Jordan's 
embassy will re-open in the 
Kuwaiti capital, according 
to Dr. Mut.au i. 


Students Police arrest three youths accused of 


continue 
strike for 
fifth day 


.AMMAN tJ.T.) — Students 
from .Amman Poljiechnic 
Faculty, a subsidiary of Balqa 
Applied Sciences University, 
are continuing their strike in 
protest against whai they 
describe as the universio’ 
administration's procrastina- 
tion is responding to their 
r^uests for improved ser- 
vices. study plans, and the 
approval of a students' union. 

-A spokesperson for the sm- 
denis. who Monday observed 
their strike for the* fifth con- 
secutiv'e day. said they were 
bovcotting classes and 
reiiainuig from paying col- 
lege fees until ihe'tr demands 
have been met. 

Despite the fact that the 
administration has responded 
to some demands, such as 
making available a doctor 
and a clinic to be opened 
widun two weeks, and 
despite promises that warn- 
ings issi^ to sQident com- 
mittee members who have 
been negotiating with the 
administration can be- can- 
celled, the students consider 
the administration's disregard 
of their request to create a 
students' union as the main 
demand that should be met. 
be said. 

Otherwise the strike will 
continue, he added. 

The spokespersOT mode the 
remarks following a meeting 
with the administration, dur- 
ing which die students' griev- 
ances and requests repoftedly 
were discuss^ 

Faculty' Dean Mohammad 
Alia said the unhersity is 
now' iorolved in issuing inter- 
nal regulatirxis and after- 
wards will introduce student 
relations similar to those at 
other Jordanian universities. 

For his p^ Balqa Applied 
Science Umv'ersity Evident 
Khaled Touqan said the uni- 
versity believes in and sup- 
ports the students' request to 
be involved in the unh'ersity 
administration's decision- 
makmg process. 

However, the process of 
organising a students' union 
requires new' law's and special 
regulations, w'hich will take 
ti^ to woik out. he said. 
flfMtng that he is willing to 
open a dialogue with the stu- 
dents* committee. 

But ^ stressed that deraa- 
gogueiy and chaos do not 
acUeve anything except 
wasting the students’ time 
and prei'enting them ftoni 
progressing in their studies. 

Dr. Touqan called on the 
students to give sufficient 
rimp to the administration to 
work out regulations intend- 
ed to meet their demands. 

The students should not | 
\iolaie university regulations, 
but rad^ should attend cltLss- 
es and reftain fiom di.srupting 
the ftijcarional process and 
damaging the image of the 

university. Dr. Touqan added. i 


raping, killing 9-year-old in Jerash 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times 5/igT Reporter 

AMMAN — Police have 
arrested three school drop- 
outs after they allegedly raped 
and strangled a nine-year-old 
school girl in Jerash. accord- 
ing to police officials. 

Tlie three, all aged 16. took 
turns raping the girl Saturday 
in a deserted house in the 
northern Greco-Roman city, 
they added. 

‘‘The three boys told the 
imetrogntors that they sexual- 
ly assaulted the girl.” one offi- 
cial told the Jordan Tunes. 


"But investigations are still 
under way to detennine who 
killed her. as each one Ls 
claiming that his ftiend was 
the one to do so.” 

The three were sitting in a 
forest area malting tea when 
they spotted the girl as she 
returned home from school at 
around 2:00 p.m.. the officials 
said. 

“The youths forced her into 
a deserted house, pinned her 
to the floor, and took turns 
raping her while .she screamed 
for help.” the police official 
said. 

The youths gagged the child 


witit a piece of cloth and later 
decided to silence her. accord- 
ing to the officials. "They 
w'rapped her school dress belt 
around her neck and then fled 
the scene." one official added. 

Police captured the youths 
six hours after the crime. 

"AVe received several tips 
from people who informed us 
that they saw the three youths 
sitting near the forest area. 
shonJy befene the girl wus 
reponed missing.” one said, 

"Others also informed us 
that the youths used to fre- 
quently stop by the desened 
house." 


"We :ire still questioning the 
minors' to determifie 
killed her. and then we are 
going to transfer them to die 
juvenile couit." a pritice olti- 
cial said 

The minors ha\e insisted 
that the rape was nt»i picniecl- 
iiated he said 
.A nine-year-old sir! wus 
raped in u similar incident ui 
ZarqaeampinFebruarv 1995. 
She was raped. s(»domi<«d. 
and later strangled by u 47- 
year-old iiLvi driver. TTie man 
was convicted by the Crimi- 
nal Court and executed in 
■ December of the sajne V ear. 


Regional seminar opens today to promote 
women’s role in small business enterprises 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times Sic^ Reporter 

AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor today will open 
a regional seminar on micro 
and small enterprises to help 
improve the lot of women in 
the Arab World 
The seminar aims at pro- 
moting women's econorru'e 
activities and invigorating 
the role of governmental and 
non-govemmental organisa- 
tions in the development of 
small business enterprises. 

‘We aim at changing 
women's attitudes towards 
small businesses, and our 
biggest challenge is to create 
a pioneer spirit among 
u'omen and to support them 
to take the i/iitiative to scatt 
their own business," s^d 
Sima Babous, Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) 
development specialist 
Dr. Babous. who was 


speaking at a press ctHifer- 
ence. said the workshop aims 
at reconsidering all the cur- 
rent micro-businesses ow'ned 
by women and creating new 
programmes to guarantee 
continuous success for 
women entrepreneurs on the 
national and internationai 
level. • 

Further. Dr. Bahous said 
one of the main aims of the 
conference is to push for 
changing the e.xpectki role of 
women within the’u- own 
societies and encourage them 
to start their own profirable 
business. 

Director of Women's fto- 
jects at the NHF. Hind Abdul 
Jaber, added that the work- 
shop is also designed to high- 
light the importance of Arab 
women's p^cipation in the 
economic development of 
their own countries through 
the creation of new work 
opportunities with a view to 


helping them cope with new 
developments in the region. 

Further. Ms. Abdul Jaber. 
who is also the president of 
the Business and Profession- 
al Women's Club, added that 
it seeks to encourage 
exchanging experiences in 
die field of micro and small 
business enterprises, estab- 
lishing communication netr 
works, and initiating dia- 
logue among the various par- 
ties involved in the develop- 
ment of such undertakings. 

The ihree-day seminar is 
co-sponsored by the Niff 
and the Intenvuional Labour 
Organisation tlLO), and will 
be attended by delegates 
from 1 1 Arab countries rep- 
resenting governmental and 
non-govemmencal organisa- 
tions involved in small enter- 
prise promotion. 

The countries are Bahrain, 
Egypt. Lebanon. Morocco. 
OmaiL Palestine. Qatar. 


SjTia. Tunisia. Yemen, and 
Jordan. 

The countries' delegates 
will be divided into three 
working groups and w ill dis- 
cuss issues such as linking 
microtemerprises with 
women's needs, intervention 
aimed at ptvtmoting tlic 
development of small and 
micro enterprises, different 
. experience of women entre- 
preneurs and doncir jcencies. 
training, credit, marketing, 
and other .supportive ser- 
vice.s. 

.According to ILO 
Women’s ProjecLs Direcior 
Mary Qjwar. her oreani^a- 
tion will submit a prelimi- 
naiy project to e.xaminc ilie 
kinds of micro-business (hat 
v^omen can adopt. 

"TTie aim is to fight pover- 
ty’ and to increase v.omen''« 
participation in the market 
force." Dr. Qaw ar said. 


Play exploring societal identity issues opens next week 

A XjfXrf A W I I T t I 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the 
Al Hussein Foun- 
diauSltfPerforming Arts 
Centre in cooperation 
with the British Council 
is presenting a play enti- 
tled "The Moment” from 
Dec. 7-11 at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

"The Moment” deals 
with the problems, chal- 
lenges. and decisions 
youth face during the 
process of becoming 
adults, according the 
producers of the play. 
Personal and social iden- 
tity in a rapidly-changing 
world and the effects of 
these changes in Arab 
society are also 
explored. 

Although the play is 
targets an adult audi- 
ence. "The Moment” is 
suitable for students 
aged 15 and over. During 
the student perfor- 
mances. the actors will 
interact with the audi- 



The cast of the play ‘The Moment' 

ence to deal with these scheduled per day, in the For more information, 

issues. morning at 10 a.m. and contact the Noor .Ai Hus- 

Two performances are in the evening at 7 p.m. sein Foundation. 
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Europe, U.S. in heated war of 


words at climate conference 


KYOTO. Japan — 
The United States and 
Europe locked horns here 
Monday as a U.N. climate 
conference aimed at impos- 
ing legally-binding cuts on 
global grecnhou.se gas 
emissions descended into a 
slanging match on its first 
day. 

At the opening session of 
the 10-day conference, the 
U.S. launched on attack on 
a bid by the European 
Union to be treated as one 
country for any targeLs, a 
so-called ‘’bubble.'* 

Melinda Kimble. U.S. 
acting assistant secretary of 
state, raised “strong con-' 
cems" about the proposal; 
insisting the EU explain 
why it should be allowed to 
share the burden among its 
members while opposing 
the trading of emission 
quotas elsewhere in the 
world. 

'Hie EU must also e.xplain 
how enlargement would 
affect its taigei and why it 
“should not take on a more 
ambitious target in light of 
its unique economic advan- 
tage under the bubble." Ms. 
Kimble said. 

She was speaking to dele- 
gates from around ISO 
nations gathered at the 
ancient capital of Kyoto for 
the so-called third session 
of the conference of the 
parties which seeks to ease 
the threat of global warm- 
ing. 

But the issue is deeply 
divisive in the developed 
world, with little consensus 
on how far to cut output of 
greenhouse gases, which 
gases should be included 
and the U.S. insistence that 
developing nations shoul- 
der some of the burden. 

EU delegates %’oiced 
shock at the U.S. attack, 
saying they had come to the 
meeting in a constnicQve 
spirit and would not be 
drugged into a slanging 
match. 

“1997 will be the hottest 
year on record ever and we 
think that considerable, 
measurable and ambitious 
reduction targets are neces- 
sary if we want to really 
ucUeve a reduction on 
greenhouse gas emissions." 
said Pierre Cramegnu. EU 
ambassador of 

Luxemboiu^. 


What counted was a 
reduction in emis.sion.s, but 
“unfortunately ... we had 
the Impression that some 
participants were trying to 
antagonise po.<:ition.s 

instead of trying to bring 
them close." he added. 

He said the idea of the EU 
being treated as “a bubble" 
hod never been critici.sed in 
the post. 

Japanese Foreign 

Minister Keizo Obuchi 
reminded delegates why 
they had gathered, saying 
the Kyoto conference was a 
crucial opportunity for the 
world to combat global 
warming in the new millerr- 
nium. "People all over the 
world are holding their 


breath to watch every 
action which we are mak- 
ing in this conference hall." 

Given the widely differ- 
ing posture.s of participants, 
“this 10-day conference 
will be days of difficult 
negotiations." the Foreign 
Minister said. 

But the minister warned 
the opening session that 
"unless we start our efforts 
now, we cannot hand over 
this beautiful earth to future 


Many countries, such as 
resource-rich Australia 
which relies heavily on fos- 
sil fuels, have called for 
reduction targets to take 
into account their different 


generations." 

Earlier the United States 
had armounced it was pre- 
pared to budge on its insis- 
tence diat the developed 
world set a single target for 
cutting greei^ouse gas 
emis.sion.s. 


Australian opposition calls for 
greenhouse emission targets 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The Labour opposition joined inlema- 
tional critics of Australia's policy on greenhouse gas emis- 
sions Monday, urging the government to consider future 
generations and come up with a tealisuc emissions target 

As the U.N. climate cooTerence opeoed in Kyoto, 
with hopes of achieving imernatronal agreement on 
reduced emissions, opposition leader Kim Beazley warned 
Australia has a serious {xoblem in being the odd man out 

Prime Minister John Howard's government has constant- 
ly rejected calls to match a European Union target of a 15 
per cent cut in emissions by 2010 and is pressing instead 
for levels based on each country’s individud trade and eco- 
nomic circumstances. 

Mr. fieazley told reporters there were great ditiTerences 
between countries involved with the Kyoto climate change 
summit in Japan. 

“But there is one clear underpinning line that is emerpng 
around the globe, virtually everywb^ exce^ in the soul 
of this govemmeoL" he said. 

“We actually have a serious problem to deal with here." 

Mr. Beazley said Australia would have to set some sort of 
emission target or a process which would ultimately lead to 
one. 

“We owe it to future geneniiitms. we owe it indeed to our 
own comfortable surx'ival on this planet, that we address 
the problem." he said. 

"There is no question at all that the right treatment of this 
issue actually produces jobs, doesn't lose them. 

“1 just hope the prime minister ultimately can accept that 
fact." 

Virtually isolated among Western industrialised nations. 
Australia argues that as an ene^y-expomng nation, any 
binding treaty that prevented it from increasing gase.s 
would be disproportionately harmful and bring “enormous 
economic costs." 

As well as Europe, Japan and the United States are both 
proposing cuts, or at least a stabilisation of emissions at 
1990 levels by 2010. 

A survey of 2.000 voters suggested the government has 
little public support in Australia for its position, with 90 per 
cent expressing concern about global warning. 

Two-thirds said Mr. Howard should sign an intemational 
treaty to cut greenhouse pollution, even if taking action 
will hurl the economy. 


circumstances. 

"Wc have long advocated 
a flat rate target" for dcvcl- 
o{^ countries, said M.s. 
Kimble, arguing it was fair 
and easier lo negotiate. 

But aware of the sharp 
split among nations over 
targets, “we arc prepared lo 
consider the possibility of 
limited. carefully-bound 
differentiation." 

The United States is the 
w'orid’s biggest source of 
greenhouse" gases such as 
carbon dioxide, accounting 
for 22-to-2.^ per cent of the 
emissions bl^ed for trap- 
ping the earth s heal. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. current trends in 
cmissicHis of greenhouse 
gases are likely fo cause 
average global tempera- 
tures to rise LO‘io-3.5 
degrees Celsius over the 
next 100 years. 

Japanese Environment 
Agency Director General 
Hiroshi Oki. who took over 
as president of the confer- 
ence. said developing coun- 
tries* emissions w'ould sur- 
pass those of the developed 
world in the decade after 
2010. 

"Only a fully worldwide 
strategy can effectively 
address the problems of cli- 
mate change." Mr. Oki said. 

But he called for devel- 
oped countries to take the 
lead by making commit- 
ments at Kyoto while 
developing nations pursue 
their “common but differ- 
entiated responstbilitics." 

Rich countries should 
also aid the poor in cutting 
emissions. Mr. Oki said. 

Taking 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions as a base. 
Europe is calling for a 15 
per cem cut by 2010. Japan 
for a five "per cent cut 
beiw*een 2008 and 2012 and 
the United States for no 
change between 200S and 
2012. 

But each of the offers hxs 
a different underlying ba.sis. 
The I’nitcd States, for 
example, includes six 
"greenhouse gases" in its 
proposal while Europe and 
Japan include only three. 


Chinese dissidents renew 


calls for free speech 


3EIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese dissidents 

Vionday renewed calls for 
)oliticul change, which 
lave been proliferating 
;ince the couniiy's top 
lissideni. Wei Jingsheng, 
vas released two weeks 
»go. 

Veteran Chinese activist 
3in Yongmin i.s.sued a fax 
ieclaration urging 

’resident Jiang Zemin to 
:o a step further on his 
veekend remarks in 
ranada on freedom.s of 
expression. 

At an Ottawa press con- 
'erence Friday. Mr. Jiang 
iuid the Chinese constiiu- 
lon guaranice.s freedom- 
>f speech but the situation 
s different if tiiere are' 
‘attempts to create chaos 
>r to put the government 
n danger." 

But the Wuhan-based 
lissident said in a fax 
itatement seen here 
ulonda}'.' "The key point 
s not what the consiicu- 
ion stipulates but whether 
he government con pro- 
eci such rights." 

Describing himself a.s an 
ilected “spokesman for 
rhina's dissidents." Mr. 
Jin urged the countiy's 
larlianient to pa.ss new 
aws specifically protect- 
ng rights of peaceful 
iemonstraiicp and urged 
he government to stop 
oppressing protests by 
aid-off workers. 

He also called for over- 
ens dissidents, including 
ictivists in Hong Kong 
md Taiwan, to be allowed 
0 participate in the 
rhinese People’s Political 
ronsultaiive Conference 


— a large represemarive 
bixiy aimed ut soliciting 
public opinion on govern- 
ment policy. 

On a conciliatory note. 
Mr. Qin suggested dissi- 
dents hold a icmporuiy 
moratorium on protests .so 
as to “decrease the burden 
of the Communist Party 
government." 

A lack of confrontation- 
al politics would case the 
government’s transition to 
a regime resf^cting 
human rights, he said. 

Mr. Qin cautiously 
praised a series of suitc- 
ments Mr. Jiang has made 
on human rights since the 
death of Patriarch Deng 
Xiaoping in Februaiy, 
saying the president's 
conimcnis in Canada were 
of "real significance." 

in Ottawa. Mr. Jiang 
said China "accepts the 
general principles of per- 
sonal freedoms" but that 
“particular conditions" 
appiv to individual coun- 
tries’ and should be taken 
into account. 

Separately. Anhui 
province tfissidcni Wang 
Hongxue sent a petition to 
the president demanding 
an official recvaluation of 
the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests, freedom 
of speech and the rclea.xe 
of all political prisoners 

— including 1989 student 
leader W’ang Dan. 

“Our country has made 
many sreat mistakes due 
to lack of political denu>c- 
raev." he said in the peti- 
tion, read to AFP by tele- 
phone from Bengbu city. 

Mr. Wang — a 37-ycar- 
old te.xiile worker in ea.st- 


cm Anhui province and 
former soldier — stud 
democracy wxs the only 
solution to China's seri- 
ous corruption problem. 

The 1989 demonstra- 
tions have been offici,^lly 
branded a "(urmoir* insti- 
gated by a small group of 

countcr-rcvolutinnaries 
seeking to overthrow the 
government. 

Mr. Qin. 44. began his 
career as an actix-isi dur- 
ing the 1978-79 
Democracy Wall move- 
ment- He spent eight years 
in jail in (he 19SOs for 
“counter-revolution** and 
another two years behind 
bars for cc-auihoring a 
document called a “Peace 
Charter" in 199.^ with 
other dissidents. 

He has been panieulurly 
active recently, issuing 
two other open letters 
since China's most promi- 
nent political prisoner. 
Wei Jingsheng, wa.' 
released from prison on 
medical parole on Nov. 
16. 

The long-time dis.sident 
vowed last week to con- 
tinue to write to Mr. Jiang 
regularly "until the day 
when I and people I repre- 
.sent obtain the freedom of 
speech, press and assem- 
bly." 

Bui he has dented he 
wants Communist Parry 
rule replaced with 
Wesicm-style multiparty 
democracy, saying: "It is 
necessary for stability and 
the happiness of the peo- 
ple that the parry remain 
in power for some time to 
come." 


Italy 

government 
candidate 
wins Genoa 


mayor race 


ROME iR) — The candidaic 
backed by Italy's ccntre-lch 
government wxm a second- 
round nusoral race in Cicnna 
while candklncs of the centre- 
rieju opposition won ui two 
smaller >cxiUicm ciues. 
accotdinc to final resuhs 
Monday. 

In Genua the kirgcxi of the 
five key atics imnlsed in 
Sunday's local ruo-efis ten- 
tre-lcft cundidalc Giuveppe 
Pencu won jxrr cvnt. 
ahead of Serein Castclkineta. 
the conduLne a hxal paty. 
who won 48.5 per cent. 

Ccmre-npTi ftoedom 
AHucku uunlidutcs won in 
the smaller xxithcm cUics 
Cascria in the Comrsiniu 
icgion and in V'lbo Valcnda in 
the snulhem Colahru region. 

OindidotCN fnr the y.*panitLst 
Nonhem League w*on in Ok* 
nralhcm cities cf Von.'se and 
Ak’xsaudru. 

The results involsed ballot- 
ing in cities where no one won 
In the fiTM round iwti weeks 


ago. 

In the first nxmd of separate 
voting for mus\x> in Sicily 
Sundav. cm&c-lefi candidates 


were seen winning swcepttig 
victories in two key cities. 

Acantimc ti.< exit polK 
incumbent Leoluca Orkindn 
w;^ seen winning between 56 
and 60 per cent m Ptilermo, 

In CjianiiL V'lncenro 
Biunco, also an irxxnr^'m. 
was seen sccunnc bcfwecn 63 
and 67 per cent 



Japan's Environment Agency chief Hiroshi Oki 
addresses the plenary ses-sion opening of the llnited 
Nations Fran\ework Convention on Climate Change 
upon election a.s president of the conference in Kyoto, 
the ancient capital of Japan (Renter photo) 


Supporters of deposed 
Cambodian prince return 


PHNOM PENH IR) — An 
advance (cam nf supporters 
of deposed Co-Premier 
Prince Norudnin Ranariddh 
arrived back in Cambodia 
Monday and called for the 
prince's unconditional 
return to take port in elec- 
tions next year. 

The nine-member opposi- 
tion (cam. including one 
member of parliament from 
the prince’s FUNCINPEC 
Party, arrived in Phnom 
Penh on a flight from 
Bangkok to be greeted by 
supporters and U.N. offi- 
cials wIk> will monitor their 
safety. 

"Uv'vc come here to f lml 
a formula fur free. fair, 
legal and dcmocnitic elec- 
tions and lo arrange for all 
leaders... including the 
prince. U* return before the 
cleciion." senior FUNCIN- 
PEC member Lu Lay Sreng 
(old reporters. 

Scci^ Prime Minister 
Hun Sen tripled his coali- 
tion imrtner. firsl Prune 
Minister Ranariddh, in two 
days of battles r» Pltnom 
INrnh on July 5-6. 

Prince Ranariddh was inil 
of the ctmnlry at (he time, 
but nwny of his s«pp<»rtcrs. 
including abiiui 20 mem- 
bers of parliaittcnt. lied 
Cambodia or were abioiui 
and did no( rctuni. 

Hun Sen has promised to 
hold elections as Mrltciiulcd 
in may and has guanmiced 
the s.'ifcly ol all retiniiccs 
and agreed to let the I'niici) 
N;tfions monilor liieir mvii- 
riiy. 

But Hun Sen is inwi>ung 
that irince Ranaridilli aiki 
(wo ot his (up aides hwe 
charges n'!aic«l lo (he July 
fighdng. 

TIte opposition team 
rclcas('d a sutciiicnt callim.’ 
for a ceasefire between 
uovemmeni forces and 
fighters loyal io the pniicc 
and for Pnnee KunariilJli’s 
"uncondition;il return" to 
Camhudij to lake piirl in 
the election. 

The team will stay bw in 
ditys and uiH he joitK'd h\ 
at least 16 other oppf*sjtnm 
>uppi»ncrs wIh» misscti the 


night from Bangkok 
Moiulay morning due to 
lust minute technical prob- 
lems. 

They w*iM as.sess the secu- 
rity situ.ition and see if con- 
ditions are in place 
ensure u liree and fair elec- 
tion. members said. 

The prince's team, which 
included CambinJia’s 
ambassador to the United 
Niiin»n.s. Prince Sisowath 
Sirirath. also planned lo 
hold talks with Hun Sen 
und other government lead- 
ers, 

Political analysts said the 
opposition team’s return 
was tnuMltcr slcp lowards 
the recognition aitd Icgii- 
iniisaiion »>f Hun .Sen's new 
government. 

“It's a winning iitove for 
Hun Sen." said one analyst, 
who declined lo be ide’nti- 
fied. 

“These people are ctnning 
hack under the assumption 
that everything is OK here." 
he said. 

'It’s ii definite recognition 
of i))c legiiitnaey r»f the cur- 
rent government by the 
opposition and the inlermi- 
lional eoninninily. partiou- 
lavly the Li'nited Nations." 

’liie U.N. sccrelaiy-gener- 
al’s rx'pre.seniaiive In 
('amlMulia. Lakhan 

MehriHni. who was at 
P(niom IVnIi airport to greet 
the reliJinces. sard the team 
would iiiieiid a briefing 
wiih U.N. si.ilTat u Phnom 
Penh hiMel later Monday. 

riic United N.ilions is 

pioMding the prince's sup- 
pi»rier* wiili security mnni- 
Utfs. but U-N. olficials s.ud 
till* govcrninciii was 
n'.sptmsihle for their s.ireiy. 

.-\i least .13 of Prince 
Kanai iddh’s snppKirters. 
most of iliein military anti 
inielligenee olfieiais. were 
killed following his (Mister. 

A senior U.N. human 
tigliis ulTieial .said Sunday 
the govemincnt’s raiiure to 
mvestigiile huinim rights 
abuses. ineUidtng the e\e- 
vuiion of the 4.^ royalists, 
had raised docihrs cnxrr die 
likeiihiHHl 'tf free and fair 
elections next year. 


Wind, lightning worsen 
Austrahan bushfires 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Some 
},000 firefighters battled to 
contain more than 170 
bushfires across Au.slralia’.s 
New South Wales scute 
Monday and fresh rein- 
foreemcats had to be called 
in from nei^bouring 
(juccnsland, officials said. 

Lightning suikes were 
believed re.sponsible for 
most of the 90 new fires 
which fiared during the 
weekend almost as quickly 
U.S- the firefighters doused 
others and prayed for rain 
or kinder weather. 

Aerial reconnai.ssancc 
spotted the new fires 
Monday morning, with 
most burning in rugged and 
remote country, but some 
threatening forests and 
farinland. 

One fire closed a major 
highway near 

Coonaborabran. in the 
state's northwest, and was 
threatening Australian dql- 
laiN 40 million (S27 mil- 
lion) worth of forest limber 
and endangered species, a 
Rural Fire Service 
spokesman said. 

Authorities have warned 
that 70.000 volunteers were 


likely to be needed during 
the summer, already draw- 
ing signs of being one of the 
hottest on record vrith con- 
ditions ripe for a repeat of 
the J 994 bushfires. 

Those blazes were, the 
worst in New South 
for a century. 

Soldiers were called in 
Sunday to reinforce 3,000 
weary firefighters ba^ed 
up with 30 fire-bombing 
helicopters and five fixed- 
wing aircraft. 

Another 25 volunteer fire- 
fishiers with 10 fire vehi- 
cles were scheduled to 
leave Queensland Monday 
to join 33 Queensland vol- 
unleers already in New 
South Wales with. 14 
fireirucks and support vehi- 
cles. 

A high to very hi^ fire 
danger warning has becD 
issued for most of Nw 
South Wales Monday. 

An 23-year-oid female 
firefighter’ who fractured 
her leg fighting fires in the 
Blue Mountains west 
Sydney late Sunday had;:b 
be winched to safety 
two paramedics Moodily 
morning. 


Australian PM 


challenges foes in 
aboriginal land row 


CANBERRA <R) — 

Au.stralian Prime Mini.xtcr 
John Howard Monday 
urged his political fiK's to 
Itack his planned aborigi- 
nal land rights reforms lo 
Kafeguord suburban homes 
from native land claims. 

Mr. Howard ix seeking lo 
push his widely critici.sed 
law — aimed at ending a 
land row between farmers 
und aborigines — through 
purliamcni by Christmas to 
gel the divisive issue off 
the political agenda as his 
government struggles to 
rebuild support. 

As purliument's upper 
house, the .senate, contin- 
ued debate on the land law 
Monday. Mr. Howard 
warned the Labour Pony 
wa.s jcopardi.ving the .secu- 
rity of suburban homes by 
opposing key pans of the 
legislation. 

“I want the Australian 
Labour Pany to explain to 
the Australian people why 
arc you trying to destroy a 
clau.se that will confirm the 
safety of freehold." Mr. 
Howard told purliumcnt. 

His liberal-national gov- 
ernment ha.s said private 
ownership of land by ordi- 
nary .Australians cun only 
be guaranteed by the lyw 
amending native title. 

Critics, aeeusiiig Mr. 
Howard of scaremongcr- 
ing. say this is wronc. 
TTiey argue court rulings 
have already rejected any 
suggestion Aborigines 
could claim homeowners' 
land. 

Mr. Howard Sunday 
made his first address lo 
the nation since winninc 
power 20 months ago to 
plead for public support, 
wiying drugging nut the 
divisive debate would help 
no one. 

‘The sooner we get tlii.s 


debate over and get the 
whole issue behind us, the 
belter for all of us," he said 
in the nationally broadcast 
speech. 

Opposition leader Kim 
Beazley was due to 
respond late Monday 
night. 

Mr. Howard has come 
under fire from all sides 
over his plan, which is 
aimed at giving aborigines 
a guaranteed right to some 
pastoral leases. but 
restricts their ability to 
make claims. 

Aborigines say it strips 
them of their land rights. 
Farmers say it takes away 
their control over how they 
use their land by giving 
aborigines too much say. 

Mr. Howard has 
ened un early election over 
the issue, which has split 
the community, pined the 
government against church 
leaders and sparked allega- 
tions of racism. 

The next election, due by 
mid- 1999, is expected late 
next year. But Mr. Howard 
cun call an curly election if 
the senate, w'here he does 
not have a majority, twice 
rejects the proposed law. 

.After a historic landslide 
win over Labour last year, 
Mr. Howard's coalition has 
seen iLs support .slump to a 
12-year low and it now 
frails Labour by about 
seven percentage ^inis. 

Key independent Senator 
Brian Harrudine. whose 
vote is likely to decide the 
fate of Mr. Howard's plan, 
said it had lo be amended 
to make it fair for fanners 
and aborigines. 

Mr. Harradine, from the 
conservative island state of 
I'usmania. said he was par- 
ticularly concerned by the 
deadline nf 2003 set by the 
bill for native title claims. 


Reno will not seek outside counsel for Clinton, Gore 


WAWnNOTHN (Ki — 
Atiomcx Gcncnil Jjinci Reun 
will seek the tipfointnicnt 
of an inJepatJent ciHin>cl to 
investigate fnnd-raiv>ng »t(l.s 
1^ RD4dcnt Bill Clinton ;uk1 
Vice Resident A1 Gore. 

DcpartnKJdl t>fTK:ia]s stul 
StuKkw. 

They said Ms. Reno's »kvi> 
wm, wliich had bcci) w«k*lv 
c^qxxtvd. Cl mid tv ci^ncynl 
as early Mnnikty to a 

three^udge panel (J tiv 1 ^S. 
Cmfl ol .A^x»k UiHlcr Hie 
independent counsel law. Ms. 
Rctv« must act no later liioii 
Ttindiy. 

They said Mv Renoidvowill 
p(X ^cdl: .in indcpcikkrni conn- 
re! im^qigale allcgatiixts 
ih;iT Utencncigy seereiarx- 
Hand O’lx.oy tUegtilly snljch- 
cd a etuvilahlc CMilrihnlion 
fnxi) DcuKicr.itic fund-r.tirer 
Johnny Ctiung in return for a 
mectitH! with Chijvsc oUlctals. 

Ms. Rcm» md .Stmctiv with 


inp JiiMice Dep.inmcnl otli- 
ckils. incluilmg f.Vpuiy 
Annmcy Ciciier.il Eric Holder 
and ilv IviKl of u liLsk furev 
imvstigaiing eoinpaign fund- 
raising vii tkitioiK to review liie 
nreii legal .submissions, the 
ofl'ieials Slid. 

’'litis meeting was not unex- 
[xxieil. It's {iretty niueli |vn 
hrmiiC one ofiidal .sikl. "It s 
.ill kvd (Ip and iukIv |i> gn. 
Why wait until TucMkiy? I 
:iniiv*ipaic ik> tvttscm lo drag 
lliisoMi Jimher." 

Bui .inolltcr olTicia! cau- 
tioned that titciv w:is “no guur- 
{inl(.v" Ms. Reno wixikl ;(Ct 
MiHKliiy and .said Tuesday 
might bv more likely. "Sbs 
ofini luTs nnw questions." he 
iidded. 

Mr. Gore kts ackiHnvledgcd 
m.Tking more Hum 40 icic- 
tihoiie lulls s(.<cking cttnipaign 
contnhutionN fn.tm his White 
H»hisc nll'icc. Mr. Ointon has 
said Iv does not recjill dialling 


for dollar\ but has ikh ruled 
out nuiking such crilK 

Task force prosecutors ;md 
ii.ip ReiKj aides haw rccom- 
mended against seeking un 
independent counsel fev the 
Ciinton-Gov culls. 

They said the 114-ycar-old 
law at issue that ban s^Jidta- 
tiun nf campaign contributions 
on federal gov'cmmcm proper- 
ty has ncvxT been applied to 
phone calls seekinc conoibu- 
fions from private citizens w ho 
were nof on federal property. 

On the O’Lc^' allegations, 
one oflicial s.'tid: "The facts 
don't .support the appointment 
of an independertf counsel" 

Ms. RcnD*.s expected move 
has outraged R^biicans in 
Congress, who have cbmiand- 
cd that she aime an 
dcni counsel to invcsiigutc the 
camptiign fund-raising ctuuu- 
vtrsy involving Mr. Oimon 
and the Dernocradc Parw 
beforv tlic 1996 election. 


Sen. Allen Specter, a 
Republican fiom 

P^Tiasyb-ania, wrote to Ms. 
Reno last week, saying that hff 
tociis only on the Clintoo-Goe 
phone calls was too nanow. 

Sen. Speaer urged the 
appointment of an outride 
counsel to look at bnado" 
fund-raising ttllegatiCHiS that 
the Democrats consftiied w 
wade .qvnding limits in 
Clinton's rce lection c a rpprigfl^ 

Ms. Reno returned K) d* 
Justice Department for tf* 
Sunday meeting after .qjeotfiitfi 
tiv Thanksgiving holid^ ® 
MiomL resting up from a tfipW 
Mexitt) dutme which rite 
t^came ill. 

^ Ms. Reno fainted at a reoep* 
tii'Hi Tuesday night, was admit" 
UJtl m a hospital in Mexico OV 
overnight. She was Hiagn nsed 
u-ith gallstones and fatigue 
before cutting short hff 
Mexican trip Wednesday 
flying to Rorida. 
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AIDS DAY: Public school students release balloons to mark the 10th 
Isternational AIDS Day on Monday in front of the Sao Paulo Cathedral. Lo<al 
healtii authorities report that 40,000 of Brazil's 104,000 recorded AIDS cases can be 
found in Sao Paulo (AFP photo) 

Russian government faces 
tough week amid economic woes 


MOSCOW (R1 — Russia’s 
reformist government faces a 
potentiaUy make^r-break 
week with the threat of a cabi- 
ner reshuffle hanging over it 
and the shaky eewomy under 
pessure. 

President Boris Yeltsin said 
Sunday he was putting off for a 
week to 10 days a meeting at 
whidi his government must 
account for its much-crrtrcis»j 
economic peiformance to him. 
The meeting had been due to 
take place Monday. 

The delay could Just proioi^ 
the agony for ministers in the 
firing line over tlie govern- 
ment's economic record A 
debate on the droit 199S bud- 
get in (he c^^Msition-dominac- 
ed lower house of pariinment 
Friday could be decisive in the 
battle to survive. 

**7t s all in die president's 
hands.” Rtst Dep^' Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov said 
in a television interview broad- 
cast Sundi^. 

He said ^ day Mr. Yeltsin 
hears the government's report 
would be a ~farehil day' but 
expressed faith that he would 
stick to the ccatrse of reforms 
even if he changes Ids line-up. 

'T don't think the [xesidem's 


mood Is so v'ariable ifaoi ever)' 
few mondts he takes a decision 
to do something a»mpfeidy 
corttmdciory (to wtuu he has 
been doing before),’' Mr. 
NemLsov said. 

The Kremlin cited Frida>''s 
bui^ debate in the state 
Duim lower chamber. W'hich 
could pose the government 
with another tussle with oppo- 
sition deputies, as one of the 
reasons why Mr. Yeltsin has 
put off hearing the government 
defend its record. 

The apposition Communists, 
the largest group in the Duma, 
have repeatedly witliheld their 
backing fer the spending plan 
TO press demands for conces- 
sions from Mr. Yeltsin. 

The Duma's budget commit- 
tee has recommend passing 
the budget, but deputies are not 
obliged to do as it says and die 
opposition's res'istance already 
means the plan is unhkely to tc 
in force the start of next 
year. 

That would not be a disaster 
but it would be another bump 
on die fvad to turning round 
the econcHny, w'Hch Is feeling 
the squeeze after a retreat by 
foreign investCBS worried by 
the lumioil on global financial 


mackets. 

Tbe government Is baoling 
low tax rmenues and has had 
to delay lucrative tenders of 
sG^s £□ state oil companies, 
making it haid^ to wipe out 
wage arrears to millions of 
public sector workers, such as 
teachers and doctors, by Jan. 1 . 

Mr. Yeltsin, deeply con- 
cerned. quizzed German 
Chancellor Helmut KcM Sun- 
day about the prospeos of 
Moscow rereiving new finan- 
cial assistance ftom abroad. 

The chancellor, who had 
more than four hours of talks 
with Mr. Yeltsin in a hunting 
lo(%e in a snow-coveied wood 
near Moscow, ;xomised to 
raise the is£ 0 ie with other world 
leaders. 

■‘After my return to Bonn. I 
will consult the German gov- 
ernment and also other coun- 
tries," Ml Kohl told reporters 
before fivii^ home after 
spending the afternoon in Rus- 
sia 

Russian ofiicials have had 
talks in Washington on 
Moscow's financial problems 
l»Jl U.S. officials luve said 
they had no information about 
reports that Russia is seeking 
extra ftinding. 


Asian healthworkers lament lack 
of progress on World AIDS Day 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Asia has failed to lake note 
of the spiralling increase in 
HIV infections, health 
woticers across the region 
warned Monday, as ffley 
tried to increase public 
awareness of the deadly 
virus on World AIDS Day. 

With estimates of Human 
Immuno-deficiency Virus 
(HIV) infections in Asia 
ranging from less than five 
million to 10 million, and 
the number of victims fore- 
cast to more than double by 
the turn of the century in 
many countries, health- 
workers say Asia could take 
over from Africa as the 
world's AIDS hoLspot. 

While Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) was initially seen 
as a scourge for the homo- 
sexual community else- 
where in the world as it 
spread in the early I9S0s. 
heterosexual acts account 
for the majority of trans- 
missions in Asia. 

Poor blood screening and 
the use of shared needles — 
by cash-strapped hospitals 
as well as drug users — 
have also contributed to the 
growing menace, as has 
homosexual activity. 

But it is the booming vice 
industry in many pans of 


Asia and pride-driven 
refusal by men to wear con- 
doms that has most fuelled 
the spread of HIV. ihe 
healthworkers say. 

After sleeping with pros- 
titutes and becoming infect- 
ed themselve.s. the men 
then create a third tier of 
infection by passing the 
virus to their regular pan- 
ners and a fourth tier when 
the women transmit it to 
their children. 

‘*A lot of people know 
they should use condoms, 
but in real life situations 
they fee] using condoms 
will make them have less 
sexual satisfaction." said 
Loretta Wong, of Hong 
Kong community group 
AIDS Concern, speaking 
after distributing condoms 
on the streets here Monday. 

"A lot of people, especial- 
ly women, were piclong up 
safe sex leaflets and then 
putting them buck, saying 
they don't need them. 

■‘A lot of women find it 
difficult to ask husbands to 
use condoms, because the 
husbands feel they are not 
trusted." 

Government statistics 
show only 907 reported 
cases of HIV and AIDS 
here, including some 200 
people who have died, but 


Ms. Woog said (he irue fig- 
ure wa.s probably more than 
3.000. 

In India, infection is 
under one per cent of the 
total adult population, but 
that still means somewhere 
between three and five mil- 
lion people, making India 
the country with the largest 
number of people with HIV 
in the world. 

At the end of 1996, China 
estimated up to 200.000 
people had HJV or AIDS, 
though healthw'orkers say 
that figure may have dou- 
bled by now. 

In Beijing Monday. Chi- 
nese and Hong Kong AIDS 
workers arrived at the main 
railw'ay station to complete 
their distribution of tens of 
thousands of leaflets on the 
fatal viru.s up and down the 
country. 

Helped by hordes of Bei- 
jing health workers dressed 
in white coats and caps, the 
team of 14 handed out 
brightly coloured leaflets to 
bemused trav'ellers. many 
of whom were attracted 
solely by the commotion. 

*T really don't know 
much about this .AIDS dis- 
ease. I just took the leaflet 
because it looked nice,” 
said Zhang Aihong. return- 
ing to her village in Anhui 


on an early afternoon train. 

"AIDS? Is this about 
AIDS? I really don’t have 
anything to say about thaC' 
said a business traveller 
heading for the central city 
of Changsha. 

"Generally speaking most 
people in Beijing are aware 
of the disease, and they are 
scared of it. but do not have 
any detailed knowledge." 
said Shen Zhaoying, an 
official from the Beijing 
Office to Prevent Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases. 

"But out in the country- 
side. knowledge is verv' 
patchy." 

Cambodia has been iden- 
tified as one of the coun- 
tries likely to be worst hit 
by HIV and AIDS and 40 
per cent of prostitutes there 
already cany the virus, 
according to U.N. health 
officials. 

Cambodia has the fastest 
growing rate of HIV infec- 
tions in Asia, with up (o 
120,000 people or more 
than one per cent of tbe 10 
million population carrying 
the virus and the figure is 
expected reach 500.000 to 
one million by 2006. 

Up to six per cent of preg- 
nant women are infected, as 
are six per cent of police 
and seven per cent of sol- 


diers. 

Vietnam and Burma arc 
also seeing a rapid spread 
of HIV but Thailand has 
notably reduced the rate of 
new infections among sex- 
workers and their client, 
which account for the 
majority of the country's 
estimated 750.000 HIV and 
AIDS cases. 

Rallies, marches and edu- 
cation campaigns were to 
be held across Asia Mon- 
dav to increa.se awareness 
about HIV and AIDS. 
Meanwhile, as the cam- 
paign to prevent new Infec- 
tions goes on. scientists say 
they are gening closer to 
finding a cure. 

Thailand has approved 
human trials of a po.sstble 
AIDS vaccine which targets 
strains of the HIV virus 
common in the counuy. and 
is now locally producing 
drugs which stall die 
advance of the disease. 

Chinese herbalists have 
also launched a fresh 
a5.sault on die AIDS epi- 
demic, pinning many of 
their hopes on licorice as a 
cure. 

The most effective recipe 
found there to date com- 
bines licorice. Chinese 
angelica, mi/kvetch and 
bupleurum. 


Kinshasa shuts down FM international radio relays 


KINSH.ASA (R) — The 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo accused foreign broad- 
casters Sunday of purposely 
tarnishing its image and said 
all local FM transmissions of 
intemadonid radio stations 
would be shut down as of 
midnighL 

In a meeting with the for- 
eign press in Kinshasa. Infor- 
mation Minister Raphael 
Ghenda accused the 
international media of cam' 
paigning against President 
Laurent Kabila's government 
and of spreading (^harmony 


among the Congolese people. 

"As of midnight tonight all 
FM relays of international 
ractios vrill be ck*sed down. If 
international radios are relay- 
ing false information it is our 
duly to .stop them operating.'’ 
he said. 

"I think there is a conscious 
will to paint ourcounny in the 
most sombre iighL to spread 
disinfotTnadon ^A'h^ch is 
intended to harm and to 
divide the Congolese people," 
be added. 

Radio France Lmemationole 
iRFI). the British Broadcast- 


ing Corp (BBC) and the Voice 
of America (VGA) all trans- 
mit new's broadcasts in FM in 
Kinshasa via private kical 
radio stations. 

BBC is also relayed in the 
eastern jungle towm of Kisan- 
gani. and ^ in Goma. the 
provincial capital of North 
Fo\oi. Gemian radio hus been 
negotiating to open FM trans- 
missions. 

The crackdown follows 
coverage last Friday of clash- 
es between different factions 
of the new Congo army out- 
side the presidency and else- 


w’here in Kinshasa. 

Mr. Ghenda also accused 
the international media of w'ii- 
fiiUy plaring up the impor- 
tance of the airesr last week of 
Masasu Nindonsa. Mr. Kabi- 
la's security adviser. Mr. 
Masasu was widely known as 
army chief and was a co- 
founder of Mr. Kabila's 
AFDL movement that top- 
pled ex-Zaire's veteran dicta- 
tor McHiutu Sese Seko in 
May. 

Mr. Ghenda repeated a pres- 
idency statement Saturday 
which said Mr. Masasu was 


never a general or army chief. 

He said there would be no 
other measures to restrict 
press fireedom.«i but ctilled on 
journalists to use their "libeny 
with responsibility." 

He went on to say that the 
local press in Kinshasa was 
delinquent and frequently 
guilty of defamation and slan- 
der. 

"We could ha\*e shut down 
many newspapers and 'unpris- 
oned’ joumalisLs for defama- 
tion. but we haiv stuck to our 
policy to allow freedom of 
expression." 


'Vitamin could attack brain disease 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Researchers said Sunday 
they had found a way to 
sneak vitamin C past the 
so-called blood-brain bar- 
rier. the gatekeeper that 
protects Ae brain from 
infection. 

They said if their 
method worked in people, 
it could offer a new 
approach to treating 
.Alzheimer's disease and 
other diseases that come 
from damage to brain 
cells. 

This is because vitamin 
C is a powerful antioxi- 
dant, working to prevent 
the damage caused by 
everyday life, damage that 
leads to diseases such as 
cancer, heart disease and 
perhaps even 

.Alzheimer's. 

"We now know how to 
gel large amounts of an 
antioxidant into the 
brain." Dr. David Agus. a 
cancer specialist at niiemo- 


riaJ Sloan-Kenering Cen- 
tre in New York, said in a 
statement. 

Some recent studies 
have shown that vitamin 
E, another strong antioxi- 
dant, can work against 
Alzheimer’s. 

In April a team at New 
York's Columbia Univer- 
sity found that both vita- 
min E and the anii-ParkJn- 
son's drug Selegiline 
appeared to delay for six 
to seven months the mile- 
stones of the disease, such 
as required institutiona/i- 
sation, inability to per- 
form basic activities of 
living, severe dementia 
and death. 

Vitamin C might be 
another candidate for 
helping prevent cell dam- 
age. but when people take 
vitamin C orally, most of 
it is lost in the urine and 
wasted, because it dis- 
solves in water. 

Dr. Agus' team looked at 


how vitamin C gets into 
the brain naturally. 
Reporting in the Journal 
of Clinical Investigation, 
it smd it had found that 
cells could break the vita- 
min down into ascorbic 
acid and dehydroascorbic 
acid. 

Cells use vitamin C in 
the form of ascorbic acid. 

The researchers injected 
mice with both forms, 
killed them and looked at 
their brains. TTiey found 
that the mice injected with 
dehydroascorbic acid had 
more ascorbic acid in their 
brain cells afterwards. 

"Our findings from this 
study have therapeutic 
implications, because we 
can potentially increase 
vitamin C concentrations 
in the brain by increasing 
the blood level of dehy- 
droascorbic acid," Dr. 
David Golde. who also 
worked on the study, said. 


Thai elephants find 
friend in politics 


J 
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BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
Diai MP has vowed to help 
save the country's endan- 
gered elephants by closing a 
Fegal loophole which has 
allowed smugglers to regis- 
ter the docile animals as 
beasts of burden, a report 
said Monday. 

MP Kanchana Silpa-Archa 
said she would lobby com- 
panies .such as Siam 
Cement, Carlsberg Beer and 
Chang Beer, which use ele- 
jidiants as marketins logos, 
to help fund a rehabilitation 
centre for old and sick 
pachyderms. 

The MP, who is the daugh- 
ter of a former prernier, 
wants protection extended to 
all elephants in order to stop 
Jugglers capturing wild 
elephants and registering 
diem as domestic animals. 
The Nation newsp^r 
reported. 

Under Thai law, elephants 
are protected unless they are 


bom in captivity, 'm which 
case they can be regt.stered 
as beasts of burden. 

Although many Thais 
revere elephants as sacred, 
they are often used to labour 
in difficult terrain and some- 
times ted amphetamines to 
increase tlieir work rate. 

Ms. Kanchana said Asian 
elephants were in danger of 
becoming extinct in the wild 
within 20 year.s. 

Conser\’aiionists estimate 

there are only 1.900 wild 
elephants left in Thail^d, 
where their natunil habitats 
are under threat from 
encroachment by farmers 
and development, while 
there are an estimated 3,500 
dome.sricaied pachyderms. 

Elephants were tradition- 
ally used as working animals 
by farmers, but arc increas- 
ingly taken by their handlers 
lo'tread die streets of cities 
as tourist attracrions and 
curios. 



RABBIT & DUCKLING: Dixie, a three-week-old white rabbit bom without ears, and week-old CJ the duck- 
ling fight the cold together on Monday at Byker Farm in Neiv Castle. The duckling surprised farm workers by 
cracking out of his shell to cuddle up to the rabbit (AFP photo) 


Indian ruling coalition 
demands fresh elections 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s mling coalition, 
which lost the support of a 
key ally three days ago. Mon- 
day demanded general elec- 
tions to end ^e political 
deadlock. 

"An immediate election 
Will be in the best interest of 
the country.*' The Pioneer 
new '-paper quoted United 
Front coalition coni’enor N. 
Chandrababu Naidu as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Ntudu said in the 
southern city' of Hyderabad 
that the coalition, which 
resigned Friday but was 
ask^ bj’ the counir>''s presi- 
dent to cany' on. was disap- 
pointed with the Congress 1 
Party for withdrawing iis 
baci^g to the seven-month 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Inder Kumar Gujral. 

'This repealed ditching and 
the poDrics of blackmail by 
the Congress has become 
intolend^le for us. It hud to 
end somewhere.’* he said. 

The Congress had brought 
down a previous minority' 


United From coalition gov- 
emmem in April before 
e.xtending renewed support 
to Mr. Gujral. 

The Congress toppled the 
Gujral government after 
accusing a coalition member 
of having links with Tamil 
guerrillas front Sri Lanka 
blamed for former Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi's 1991 assa>si- 
nation. 

The Congress staked a 
cltdm to form a new coalition 
after Mr. Gujral resigned but 
party officials admit it has nut 
succeeded in gathering the 
necessary support fo cobble 
together a stable sovemmenL 

The Congress ha.N 140 
members in the 545-seat par- 
iiamenL No parr,' is in a posi- 
tion to form a sovemmeru of 
its own. Hindu nationalists 
command 162 members, and 
the United Front around 1 80 
seats. 

Indian President K.R. 
Narayanan is expected to 
decide soon whether to call 
for new elections or the ftv- 
mation of a new coalition. 


Rights group wants new 
probe on Indonesia killings 


JAK.ARTA (R» — A U.S.- 
based human rights group 
called Monday for an inde- 
pendent in\ escigaciOD into 
violence in Indonesia earli- 
er this year during vvhich it 
said 500 people were killed, 
some beheaded and some 
victims of cannibalism. 

New York-bused Human 
Rights Watch said in its 
report "Communal violence 
in West Kalimanian" that 
clashes between local 
Dayak people and immi- 
grants from the island of 
Madura from December 
1996 to March 1997 were 
some of the worst such out- 
breaks in Indonesia in 
decades. 

"In the aftermath of a 
fight between Dayak and 
Madurese youths in a town 


called Sanggau Ledo. in 
w'hich two Dayaks youih.>i 
were stabbed, the Dayaks 
w'aged what appeared to be 
ritual war against Madurese 
communities, burning hous- 
es. killing inhabitants, and 
in some cases severing the 
heads and eating the livers 
of those killed.'* it said. 

"The death loll w'as prob- 
ably about 500 by the rime 
the killing ceased. 
Appallingly high but still 
much lower than some early 
estimaie.s of 2.000 or 
more." the report concluded 
after two visits to the 
province in January' and 
July this year. 

"The Indonesian govern- 
ment has discouraged any 
effort to determine an accu- 
rate counL" it said. 
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Health over trade 


THE KYOTO world conference on global warm- 
ing is heading for an early disagreement, with the 
international community split three ways on how 
to respond to the dangers of the so-called green- 
house effect. The European countries are spear- 
heading the crusade for effective gas emission 
controls and are calling for a reduction of emis- 
sions by 15 per cent beyond the year 2000. Japan 
is taking the minimalist option by refusing to go 
beyond a five per cent target. The U.S.. which is 
responsible for 25 per cent of all emissions caus- 
ing global warming, is adopting a middle course 
that calls for a mere 10 per cent reduction target 
The big disappointment of the Europeans is that 
the U.S., which has only four per cent of the 
world's population but contributes a quarter of 
the global problem, is refusing to take bolder 
actions against the greenhouse effect. China is 
also a major contriblitor to global warming. 
However, Beijing has taken a weak position on 
combating global warming. 

It is obvious that all the countries which have 
yet to take global wanning seriously enough are 
putting raw economic factors ahead of long-term 
environmental considerations that threaten life in 
all its forms on planet Earth. 

The developing countries have naturally taken a 
faint of what needs to be done from the major 
Industrial nations and unless these states can get 
their act together and show proper leadership, 
the less developed countries may not feel obliged 
to do much to alleviate the problem of global pol- 
lution. It seems to us that In terms of priorities, 
the protection of the environment and the pre- 
vention of global warming should supersede all 
other considerations. Just as without life there 
can be no meaning to economic development, or 
any other form of development for that matter, so 
is material progress meaningless without a viable 
environment on our planet. 

Washington must show statesmanship of the 
highest order on this issue so that all the other 
countries may follow in its footsteps. U is bad 
enough that the U.S. is the main culprit in caus- 
ing global warming, it should not shrink from 
making a more determined elTort to put the 
health and well-being of human beings ahead of 
trade and commerce considerations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A\ Aswaq's Rushid Hossun Monday said L^N. reso- 
lution ISI of 1947 which panitioned Palestine was the 
beginning of the long and endless suffering of the 
PaTestiniun people because it paved the way for the 
Zionists not only to have u legitimate homeland on 
Palesiiniun territory but also because it gave them impe- 
lus to expand (heir empire at the expense of the Arab 
World. Has.san said the Zionists were not satisfied with 
(he resolution and made plans to conquer ail of 
Palestine and pans of neightwuring Arab countries. He 
said the Zionists launched war on the Palestinians forc- 
ing them to flee from their land in 1948, then they 
launched war on the Arabs that resulted in the occupa- 
tion by Israel of all of Palestine and parts of Syria. 
Lebanon and Egypt in 1967, He said the Zionists are 
perpetuating their occupation of these lands and depriv- 
ing the Puicsiinians. the legitimate owners of the land, 
of the right to Ii\e in their homeland and to establish 
their own slate. The writer fiiid the Israelis did not only- 
disregard the 1947 partitioii resolution which gave the 
Pale.siinian.s the right to ejiablish their state in their 
homeland but ihev are nojv not respecting the Oslo 
accord which they had signM with the Palestinians and 
arc disregarding die world community's calls to comply 
whh the requirements of peace. 


,AI Dustour's Nazih Qou.sus heavily critici.sed the 
Ministry of Labour for what he sees as its failure to con- 
trol the local labour market. Despite the numerous siaie- 
menu; bv ministry officials over the past few months 
about measures intended to reduce the number of guest 
workcr.'i to give a chance to Jordanians to find jobs and 
so contribute to addressing the unemployment question, 
ihc number of non-Jordanian workers is on the increase. 
Qoasus said. Non-Jordanians can be found working as 
street vendors, in hotels, at bakeries and at various 
stores and filing jobs that can be given to JordiMans. 
ihe writer added. The cantpaign which the ministry 
launched in the pa.si few months regarding foreign 
workers seems to be primarily a way to collect the annu- 
al foes from these foreignj workers and not to reduce 
their number, charged the w'riier. There arc thousands of 
guest workers whose employers had submitted requ^s 
to engage them in farming, an occupation that is offi- 
ciallv open for foreigners. .As for those foreigner 
working in hotels, restaurants, and many other busi- 
nes.scs Illegally, their employers are. of course, happy to 
employ these’ workers who accept lower wages than 
Jordanians, the writer said. He .said that one way to nd 
the counirv of the problem of unemployment is to ter- 
minate the employment of foreign workers. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Iran, the Mideast’s continuing journey 


into uncharted terrain 


OF THE three mighty- civilisational cultures and strong 
nation-states in the Middle East — Egy-pi, Turkev and 
Iran — the first two today suffer viituailv frozen domes- 
tic political developmenL The third Iran — now 
emerges as the most e,xciting Middle Ea.stem .state in 
terms of the great, ancient indigenous quest for a system 
of governance that is at once reasonably culturally 
authentic, ideologically tolerant, and logistlcally effec- 
tive. Short-term attention on Iran is rising a.s we near this 
month s Islamic Summit in Tehran, and global assess- 
ments of Iran s threats to the region and to the world mul- 
tiply in tandem (often fuelled by real or imagined Israeli 
concerns, real or imagined neighbouring .slates, and real 
or imagined American-British perceptions of the rest of 
the world). The view from within ihe Middle ^si is 
often considerably different, more vibrant, and less 
alarming. 

The immediate controversy that has rocked Iran in 
recent weeks revolves around u dissident cleric. 
Ayatollah Hussein Ali Montazeri. who publicly ques- 
tioned the competence and even the authority of 
Ayatollah A/i Khamenei, Iran's .supreme leader and suc- 
cessor to Imam Ruhollah Khomeini as head of the velay- 
ai-e faqih (the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini-midwived 
state ruled by Islamic jurisprudence and guided by a sin- 
gle wise leader). 

Moniozeri's challenge to Khamenei is partly dissident 
habit, partly personal, p^y academic, partly iheologi- 
caj, and heavily symbolic of the domestic political con- 
testation that defines most of the Middle East. Behind 
this public controversy in Iron is a much deeper struggle 
about the nature of pluralistic politico] rule, rights of 
individuals, the role of the state, and the appropriate bal- 
ance between spiritual faith and political governance, 
lliis deeper contestation has taken place for decades in 
all sectors and institutions of .society, such as the bazaar, 
the armed forces and revolutionary guards, clerical insti- 
tutions. intellectuals, mass media,’ universities, men and 
women of the arts and culture, professional associations 
and guilds, autonomous founckitions. and many other 
places. It has been experienced since the 1979 revolution 
despite the attempts by the Islamist revolutionary stale, 
like the Shah's Pahlavi Persian state before it. to fully 
control public power and private thought and to imple- 
ment one-paity perpetual rule. Iran experiences such 
chronic internal contestation of power and authority 
largely due to its status as an ancient rather than a manu- 
factured state. Whether or not it is a threat to others, and 
despite its considerable domestic use of political vio- 
lence. Iran remains a major regional power that should 
not be simplisticolly reduced to one-dimensional stereo- 


typing by hostile forces from the near and fur west. It 
should be seen in its two parallel dimensions: u) some- 
times a strong and thus frightening ideological challenge 
to many exi.siing Middle Ea.siem regimes, and. b» a pos- 
sible model for the birth of a new brand of governance 
that is at once both modem and traditional, global and 
native, secular and religious, and Western and Islamic. 

Reflecting its role ns a natural leader in this region, 
three times in the last three decades Iran ha.s been .i 
regional leader in the bu.sincss of national ideological 
configuration first when the Shah tried to make Iran 
an instant modem member of NATO in the decade of the 
1970s. then when Khomeini tried to make Iran the model 
Islamic state in the decade after 1979, and now in the 
post-Khomeini decade when Iranians themselves do 
political battle to define (heir personal right-s, their 
national principles, and their procc.sscs of ^wor and pol- 
itics. The Iranian .scholar Mchrzad Boroujerdi ha.s noted 
that the post-revolutionary government’s attempt "to 
devalue and depreciate the habitus and cultural capital of 
the secular middle class through the use o(' ideological 
stale apparatuses and 'cultural policing* has failed, 
indeed has backfired." 

So. Moniazcri'.s controversial quesrioning of the velay- 
at-e faqih is not an i.solated or unu.suul incident: it i.s the 
latest in a long series of indigenous forays in the ongoing 
battle to define the Iranian state and society. Following 
the post-revolutionary violence of the Khomeini regime 
and the long war with Iraq, that struggle is now out in the 
open and more visible. Some of its more recent compo- 
nents and symbols include the two elections of President 
Rafsanjani. the grovinh of reform-minded forcc.s during 
his terms, the conservative resurgence leading to greater 
conservative-reformist balance in the April 1^96 parlia- 
mentary elections, the decisive re-election of conserva- 
tive Ali-Akbar Nuteq-Nouri us purliuinentaiy speaker in 
June 1997, and the landslide. 70 per cent victory by 
Mohammad Khatami over Nuieq-Nouri in this year\s 
presidential eleciioD. 

President Khatami's huge victory has been widely and 
correctly interpreted us u popular cry for more humane, 
less restrictive, and more cffectivu governance, especial- 
ly by women, the young and the reform-minded. His vic- 
tor}’ was also u dramatic rejection of the one-party stale 
concept, and a form of shock political accountability for 
those, like Rafsanjani and Nateq-Nouri. who hud excr- 
ci.sed ma.s.sive power but without sufficienl results felt by 
ordinary people. Arab and Iranitin analysis have asked if 
Khatami represents u Gorbachev-llke figure who will 
eventually dismantle the old centralised power system 
and build a new. more liberal one: others have called his 


regime Irun'.s “third republic." following the Khomeini 

and the Rafsanjani-Khamenei eras. i-kotam; «« 

As the Islamist credentials of President KJiata^ are 
deep and strong, it is naive to expect radictd ch^« 
from him. More likely, he will continue to institute grad- 
ual refonns at a pace that is politically supponed by his 
popular majority. He will do so 
Islamist constitutional framework that makes Iran both 
.so di.siinciive and so different from most other states -- 
and al.so so importani to monitor and to understand. 
Khatcmi lapped a powerful streak of discontent ^ong 
Iranians who seek greater freedom, well-being and cUg- 
nity — but fumly within an Islamic-Iranian identity that 
remain.s central to the character of state and soctcty.y 
Khatami's shock victory occurred, after all, witmn a^s--. 
icm that limited presidential candidates toju.sl four (ouf" 
of 23S I who were approved by a higher council dominat- ' 
cd by religious rigure.s — hardly a show of JerfersoMan 
or even Gorbachevian values. The people of Iran want-to , 
improve and humanise their Islamic Republic, not to end;^ 
it. Thi.s ancient land is fascinating and important in a ha- 
toric sense precisely becau.se it continues to operate wiifa-;; 
in a deliberarely l.slainist framework, rather than becau^: 
it fiee.s to other places and personas, § 

Montazeri’s quc.stioning of the velayat-e faqih wiuy 
intensify the reformist debate within Iranian^ soctoy^' 
Some Iranians and other Middle Easterners ask if we are 
w(tnu.ssing the transition from Iranian “revoiulionaiy 
legiiimacv" towards law-ba.sed "constitutional or^ insti- 
tutional legitimacy.'’ TTie likelihood is that Iran is inde^ 
ill the process of historic change, and has been f6f' 
decades. Once again, it lead.s the Middle East politically; 
Into the uncharted terrain of power, govem^ce. and 
accountability. Others in the region are participating ih ' 
parallel proce.sscs, also undergoing gradual change, inno^; 
valion and experimcnlutlon. also defined by odd mix- 
tures of modem and ancient values. Jordan. Lebanon and 
Yemen are good example.s of .such transforming states, 
and Sudan. Morocco. Oman and Kuwait also entice his- 
tory. and attract aneniion. 

Iran and others in the neighbourhood are worthy exam- 
ples of ancient peoples seeking to formulate modem and 
effective governance systems that are also anchored in 
indigenous value.s and identities. Nobody has achieved 
this goal in (he modem Middle Ea.si. strangely enough. 
Iran i.s more important than ever precisely because Egypt 
and Turkey seem to have paused along this route, while 
others in the Middle East who e.xplore this exciting ter- 
rain seem unable to impact beyond their borders. Keep 
watching Iran, but not for the reasons that Abe 
Roscmhul. Bill Clinton or Bibi Netanyahu want you to. 


The ‘land-mines coalition’: Next? 


By Gwynae Dyer 


IT HAS been a famous victory. The treaty 
banning anti-personnel mines that is being 
signed in Ottawa this week wa.s recently 
described by Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy. one of its prime 
moverx, a.s setting a new standard for a 
weapon.s treaty. “We have support from 
every region in the world, and there are no 
exceptions and no loopholes." But what do 
they do for an encore? 

There's still a lot of tidying up to do on 
the present treaty, naturally. Scores of gov- 
ernments have to ratify iL up to 100 million 
land-mines have to be lifted, and two major 
powers — the People's Republic of China 
and the United States of America — arc 
still refusing to sign. But they will straggle 
in eventually, and meanwhile mere house- 
keeping details are not enough to keep the 
coalition in being. 

A new target to follow on from land- 
mines Is needed not only because the world 
is full of other weapons, but because the 
coalition that made this treaty was some- 
thing new in international affairs. It com- 
bined the enthusiasm and volunteer m,in- 
power of non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) with the diplomatic and financiul 
resources of governments to push through 
a disamiament treaty without uny signifi- 
ciint support from the major powers. 

This imaginative coalition is u new 
in.stniment for good in world affairs, but 
tools rust if they are not u.sed. To prcscnc 


the coalition, it needs a new goal now. 
What .should that be? 

It's pointless to go after nuclear weapons. 
There are already a large number of treaties 
and negotiations that try to control (he 
numbers, delivery systems and geographi- 
cal spread of nuclear weapons — and none 
of ihe major nuclear powers belong to the 
anti-mine coalition anyway. 

The .same goes for chemical and hiniogi* 
col weapons. Besides, the key element that 
make.s this coalition different is the active 
participation of NGOs. That's why they 
gave this year's Nobel Peace Pri/c to the 
International Campaign to Ban Land Mines 
and its L^S. co-ordin.'itor. Jody Williams. 

To retain the suppi>rt of the NGOs, the 
new target must be a weapon that produces 
highly visible casualties in the kind of war 
zones where the NGOs arc active. This sort 
of omsidcr-led. almost protest-based inter- 
naliimal campaign depends heavily on the 
emotional appeal of the cause to the vari- 
ous participants, and the NGOs will not be 
moved by weapons they rarely or never see 
used. 

On the other hand, there is no point in 
going after some weapon that all the 
world's armies really need to do their busi- 
ness on the battlefield. Anillerv' and mor- 
tars arc Ihc great killers in conventional 
warfare, with helicopter gunships and 
fightcr-bitmbcrs coming a close second in 
guerilla wars. But the armies won't give 
them up. and the diplomats aren't naive 
enough to try. 

Analyse the question clo.sciy. and tiic 


available options narrow rapidly. Anti-per- 
sonnel mine.s were an ideal target, being 
hath ii ‘mothcrfiood issue' that muhilised 
the NGOs. and a nasty, militarily insignifi- 
cant weapon that most armies don't really 
mind losing, linfurtunuivly, there is not a 
single other weapon that fits the profile 
nearly us well. 

The least bad candidate is assault rifles 
and the like. .At the lower end of the con- 
flict spectrum wiierc the NGOs mostly 
operate, small-caiibrc aiiinmaiic weapons 
cause lots of highly visible cusuulUus, so 
the NGO.s hate them. 

The regular uniiies will never give up 
their AK-47.S and M-I6s. of course, but 
they wouldn't mind keeping them out ol 
the hands of the paramilitaries filled with 
pennnneiitty stoned teenagers that have 
become a standard feature of civil wars in 
piHU' eoiinli'ies. So ihe diplomats can see 
some point in pursuing this objcclive ii>o. 

But this lime it can't he a nice, simple 
campaign to ban the wLMpnns outright. The 
lx*M that can be done is to put strict limits 
<*n who can buy llicin. and then p«*lice the 
limits llereely. .Assault rifles should mn he 
m.imifucinred at all without a specific order 
from a legitimate army, and there must be u 
lough regulatory system cm international 
transfers ol second-hand wca(Hins. 

ll would also he feasible to place light 
internaiioiial contniis on the manufacture 
and sale ol bullets for these weapons, .since 
the universal shift to snull-cnlibre. high- 
velocity roiind.s for military small arms <so 
(hat soldiers can carry more ammunition 


for (he .same weight) means that ammuoi- 
(ion for a.ssntilt rifles is now very different 
from that for hunting and target rifles. 

ft's worth doing, and it will probably be 
done. If it works, the lime will come when 
having drunken teenagers in camouflage 
jackets and baseball caps .stick u.s.sault rifles 
in your face at ‘checkpoints' will be a 
somewhat less common experience in the 
world, and some thousands or tens of thou- 
sands c>f people who would oiherwi.se be 
dead W'ill .still be alive. 

But given the millions of these weapons 
already floating around the world's black 
and grey arms markets, it will be a long 
lime before even stringent controls start to 
luukc a dent in the problem. And there will 
never be the kind of triumphant turning of 
the page that we ,ire seeing in Ottawa this 
week on mines. 

ft is worth di'ing. but if the only outcome 
were to nuke it somewhat harder for non- 
stale actors to get iheir hands on assault 
weapons, it would be harelv w-orth doing. 
The added dimension (hut makes it well 
worth iloing is ih;ii i{ a means of pre- 
serving the new and potentially very useful 
eiuliiion of forces that was pul together for 
ihe land-mines campaign. 

II all these stales jind NGOs can develop 
rhe hubii i.i( working together, the lime may 
come when their collective clout and 
diverse skills c.in be put to use in interna- 
tional humanitarian crises not yet dreamed 

ncecssarilv v\ capons-rclaied 
at all. ’ 


LETTERS 


Continuing the sports anaiogy 


To the Editor: 


R AMI KHOL'RrS analysis (Jordan Times. Nov. 25 ) is on 
target as usual. If I may cany the sports analogy a little 
further the trouble began when a<^sisiant coaeh Peres 
devised a strategy without head coach Rabin's knowledge 
to change the rules of the game. 

The fans (the Isr^li public) expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion with the assistant coach (voting him out of office). 
TTiey got a new coach who has a different strategy — 
sound flashy, but stall on the field. This works because the 
team w ith the ball (which il won on the field of battle) 
controls. 

The uppi7sing team, w hich plays more than one game ai 
a lime (peace, terror) has a crafty autixirutic coach 
I rumoured (o be embezzling team funds) — he yells to the 
media, outside referees, commentators and analysis — 
but he can't get the control of the ball. 

Hi.s opposing coach, who has many conflicting coaches 
and players on his team, will continue to redraw the lines 
of the playing field and the goal — while his opponent 
yells, his tetun quietly keeps moving the ball. 

When asked why he plays the gome thusly. he would 


say that his players and cn,iches. while unruly, never 
bought in to the goal of the game that hi.s predecessor and 
opposing coach secretly agreed to (a Palestinian stale) — 
and since that's not in the rule Knik, he isn't held Uf it. no 
matter what hLs opponent.s say. 

And while he’s lost fans everywhere, he's slill the onlv 
game in town! Seriously, the analogy shows that since the 
only vote Israel took on a Palestinian stale was a 'NO', it 
follows that seiUemcnr building (which Is only an obstacle 
if you're planning to ever cede that lerriinrvi is a legitimate 
pursuit of die eleeted govcmniem. rcgiudlcss of any secret 
understandings the Labour Parly m.iy have inuUe. 

The Voters spoke. . . 

As always thanks for your most fine puhlicailnii. 


Saul Newman 
Ia>s AngeleSt California 
USA 


Endorsing international terrorism 


T n i’"l> 'v;iy 1., -make it deaf 

hjt Mnu,. PrcM<k-nl Hl,s„..in) is Ihc prob- 

Icin. and nnlil he stops, his ps.„p,,. coinc s„f- 

Ss-naior'Licf«m,ann 
ihrcalcns lhc Iraq, populalion u ilh ihc imposilion of 

‘i™ causing^ massive 

Sen. Uebmnami-s siaicmcni rcprcscnis an 
endorscincnl of .mcmai.onal icrrorism as ihis crime 
IS defined in the U.S. legal code (Title IS 5 1331 j 
As a person opptjsing forms of (crmrism.'l call 
on all decent people to accuraielv idcmifv the sanc- 
tions tmposed by the U.S. on the Iraqi civili,„%op"^ 
laiion as a gross form of tmcrnaiional terrorism and 
demand the piosccutmn of individuals endorsinc and 
participating id such terrorist actions. Anv failure of 
bringing terrorists m eoun is underrninin*'’ the rule of 
law in international rcLilions and threatening world 
peace. * 


To the Editor 


U.S. SENATOR Joseph Liebcrm.'mn was quoted bv 
UPI on November 24 .is saying that miliurv action 


Elias Davids.4on 
(compo.ser and 
human rights activist) 
Iceland 
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Iraqi and Arab journalists and poets demonstrate in front of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) offices, Monday in Baghdad. The protestors 
chanted anti-U.S. siogans and demanded the lifting of U.N. sanctions against Iraq 
(AFP photo) 


Kuwait refuses to forgive Saddam — miuister 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
refuses to forgive Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein for 
Baghdad’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, until he 
impl^ents U.N. Securi- 
ty Council resolutions, 
Kuwait’s foreign minis- 
ter was quoted on Mon- 
day as saying. 

In an interview with the 
London-based Asharq AJ 
Awsat newspaper. Sheikh 
Sabah Ahmed Sabah also 
said Iraq would bear the 
responsibility for any 
action ondered by the 
U.N. Security Council, 
including an armed 
strike. 

Asked what he thought 
of United Arab Emirates 
President Sheikh Zaid 
Ben Sultan Nahayan's 
call to foigive President 
Hussein. Sheikh Sabah 
said “1 am sorry to say 
that I oppose this talk 
because Saddam Hussein 
Is not trustworthy.** 

“We do not want to 
intervene in Iraq's inter- 
nal affairs, but we 
believe Iraq must imple- 
ment ail Security Council 
resolutions pertaining to 


its aggivssion against 
Kuwait and then we will 
discuss matters raised by 
Sheikh Zaid." he said. 

Kuwait was freed in 
1991 from a seven- 
month Iraqi occupation 
by U.S.-Ied Gulf war 
forces. l^e U.N. 
imposed sanctions on 
Iraq, demanding it elimi- 
nate all weapons of mass 
destruction before they 
can be lifted. 

On Monday Kuw'ait 
tested a new nationwide 
system of warning sirens 
for the first time since the 
Iraqi troops were driven 
out. About 150 sirens 
wailed on schedule at 1 1 
a.ro. followed by an all 
clear five minutes later. 

Kuwaiti troops and 
Western fcwres in the 
Gulf region have been on 
the alert since an Iraq- 
U.N. standoff over 
weapons inspections in 
Iraq began on Oct. 29 
when Baghdad 

announced a ban on 
American monitors serv'- 
ing in U.N. inspection 
teams. 

The Iraqi government 


later allowed U.N. 
inspectors including 
Americans to letum, but 
has banned them from 
inspecting any of the 
president's palaces for 
banned weapons. 

On Saturday, Kuwait's 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Salem Sabah Salem 
Sabah invited bids for the 
sale of gas masks and 
welcomed a move by pri- 
vate merchants who have 
already ordered masks to 
protect against chemical 
and biological weapons. 

The United Nations 
and some world powers 
and regional states say 
Iraq still has weapons of 
mass desmicdoD. Iraq 
says it ha.s complied with 
U.N. resolutions and that 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
after it invaded Kuwait 
should be lifred. 

The UAE president. 
Sheikh Zaid. said last 
week that the Iraqi peo- 
ple had suffered enough 
under U.N. sanctions and 
called on Arab leaders to 
forgive President Hus- 
sein and turn a new page 
in Arab relations. 


No illegal arms in Iraq, 
Russian communist says 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov said he visited “secret sites" in Iraq and was con- 
vine^ B^hidad had no biological or chemical weapons. 

Mr. Zyuganov told reporters he had held consultations with experts 
at the Russian embassy in Baghdad, including the ambassador him- 
self, during a just-ended tour of Iraq and the Middle EasL 

*1 myself visited secret sires,” he said, ad ding he was “convinced 
that Ir^ does not possess bacteriological or chemical weapons.” 

He gave no details and did not say whether the “secret sites" 
included the Iraqi presidential palaces at the centre of the latest dis- 
pute between the government in Baghdad and U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors. 

Iraq has drawn up an invitation list of 1 17 international observers 
from the countries in the U.N. Security Council and which partici- 
pate in the Special Commission (UNSCOM) of arms inspectors to 
visit the “people's palaces.” 

But the Iraqi leadership has refused to, allow UNSCOM. which it 
alleges is U.S. -dominated, to enter the palaces on the basis of sover- 
eignty. 

Urging the United Nations to lift sanctions imposed on Iraq as a 
result of the 1990 invasion of KuwaiL Mr. Zyuganov said it was the 
Iraqi people who were made to suffer from the “inadmissible'' 
embargo. 

He defended Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, saying he was “very 
different from the stereotype presented in certain media." 

“He is well aware of what is happening in his country and keen to 
maintain the traditional relations between Iraq and Russia." Mr. 
Zyuganov said. 


Syria: U.S. attack on Iraq would be ‘unacceptable’ 


DUBAI (AFP) — U.S. mili- 
tary action against Iraq over 
U.N. weapons inspections 
would be “unacceptable.” 
Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam said Mon- 
day. 

“We think that a military 
strike on Iraq would be dan- 


gerous for the region and 
unacce^ble,** Kir. Khaddam 
S2ud in an interv'iew with A1 
Hayat, a le^ng Arab news- 
paper ixtsed in London. 

“We informed Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz of our pc&Kion.” he said, 
referring to a Damascus visit 


in late November that was the 
fust by a senior Iraqi official 
in 17 years. 

Mr. Khaddam called on 
sanctions-hit Iraq to imple- 
ment all U.N. Security Coun- 
cil nfsolutions. but asked w'hy 
sanctions were not also 
slapped on Israel. 


'Why is no resolution 
adopted against Israel for its 
daily aggression in Palestine, 
in the Golan Heights and 
.southern Lebanon?” the Syri- 
an vice president asked. 

Turning to Syria's troubled 
relations with Turkey, he con- 
demned 'The Turkish inva- 


sion of northern Iraq and its 
attempts to provoke a divi- 
sion of Iraq." 

Mr. Khaddam also called 
for Ankara to abandon its 
military links w ith Israel, say- 
ing thar “its real imeresLs lie 
with the .Arab World and not 
with Israel.” 


AFSED set to approve $ 1 1 3m 


loan to Jordan tomorrow 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 
Special to the Jordan Times ■ 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Fund for Social and Eco- 
nomic Development 
(AFSED) board of direc- 
tors is expected to approve 
of a SI 13 million loan to 
Jordan on Wednesday, 
according to fund's 
sources. 

They said that the loan, 
which will be paid back 
over 16 years after a six - 
year grace period, is to 
finance an integrated pro- 
ject in the southern Jordan 
Rift Valley. 

The project entails the 


construction of dams at 
; Waleb,^Taanour andMujib - 
.. a ipipeline for ^ 

drawing water from A1 
Mujib CO irrigate lands. 

The fund's engineering 
consultant Fahd Naiour 
told the Jordan Times that 
a loan draft agreement 
was signed by the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation and 
the AFSED recently, but 
the fund's board, chaired 
by Abdul Latif A1 Hamad, 
is yet to give its final 
approval whicb is expect- 
ed Wednesday. 

An AFSED delegation 
has visited Jordan for ten 
days during which its 


members conducted a 
comprehensive survey '.of 
the plans and prepared a • 
detailed report about its 
feasibility studies, recom- 
mending approval of the 
loan. 

The dam io Mujib is 
designed to collect flood 
water to be used for indus- 
trial and agricultural pur- 
poses in the southern Jor- 
dan Valley, according to 
the sources whicb noted 
that the dam, which will 
have an estimated cost of 
$79 ntillioo. is to be 51.5 
metres high with an over- 
all water storage capacity 
of 35 million cubic metres. 


The dam at Waleh, which, 
will bS'45 ffieitres lugh aiwl ' 
300 metreriong, i's to have * 
a capacity of 9.3 million 
cubic metres of water 
while the 65-metre high 
dam at Tannour is 
designed to bold 8.9 mil- 
lion cubic meu-es of rain 
water which will be used 
to irrigate 30,800 dunums. 

The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation has finalised 
all the blueprints and ten- 
der documents for the 
implementation of these 
projects. 


Iraqis throw stones at U.N. observers 


(CoDtiooed from page 1 ) 

Kuwait's foreign minister 
was quoted on Monday as 
saying the tiny Gulf state 
refuses to forgive President 
Saddam Hussein for the 
invasion until he imple- 
ments U.N. Security Coun- 
cQ resolutions. 

In an interview with the 
London-based Asharq AJ 
Awsat newspaper. Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah 
also said Iraq would bear 
the responsibility for any 
action ordered by the U.N. 
Security Council, including 
an armed strike. 

'Kuwaiti troops and West- 
ern forces in _ the Gulf 
region have been on the 
alert since- the Iraq-U.N. 
stand-off over weapons 
inspections in Iru^hegan 
on Oc t 29 when Baghdad 
announced a ban on Ameri- 


can monitors serving in 
U.N. inspection teams. 

The Iraqi government 
later allowed U.N. inspec- 
tors. including Americans, 
to return, but has banned 
them from inspecting any 
of President Saddam's 
palaces for banned 
weapons. 

Iraq said on Monday that 
the U.S. military build-up 
in the Gulf would not scare 
it into reversing its deci- 
sion. 

“As the American admin- 
istration... sends more 
frigates and air force troops 
to the region, it would be 
mistaken if it thinks the use 
of weapons would force 
Iraq to change its national 
decision.” said A1 Thawra. 
newspaper of the ruling 
Baath party. 

The United States in turn 
soundly rejected Iraq's 


offer to allow cfiplomats 
and U.N. e.xpens — but not 
U.N. anus monitors — to 
inspect the palaces for 
banned weapons of mass 
destruction. 

“We're not going to 
accept it," Bill Richardson. 
U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, said on 
ABC's "Good Morning 
America,” 

“We think it should be 
U.N. inspectors that are 
qualified, that know what 
they’re doing... not diplo- 
mats." 

A clean bill of health from 
the anns inspectors is 
essential if the sanctions on 
Iraq are to be Lifted. 

Outspoken U.S. black 
civil rights leader, Louis 
Farrakban. said on Sunday 
he hoped to help bridge the 
gap between the United 
States and President Sad- 


dam during a visit to Iraq. 

Mr. Farrakhan. head of 
the Nation of Islam black 
religious movemenL said 
on “Fo.x News Sunday” that 
he was about to leave for a 
wide-ranging tour includ- 
ing stops in Iraq, Libya and 
Cuba and. if granted a visa, 
Israel. 

Mr. Farrakhan smd he 
hoped to be able to report of 
President Saddam 

ihat...”here's a man that is 
ready to sit down, talk with 
the American administra- 
tion. and come to terms 
with disagreements with 
.America." 

U.N. representative. Mr. 
Richardson, commented: 
“The trip would be unhelp- 
ful at this time because 
we're right now obviously 
in a state of tension.” 


M^alr,~Klima welcome Israeli troop pullout plan in line with accords 


(ContiDued from page 1) 

and medicine for the 
ptople of Iraq. 

“... On one hand, we 
have to insist on the con- 
trol (procedure), of the 
iptemationa] organisa- 
tions in Iraq and on the 
other hand, we know 
that the people of Iraq 
need some support, 
especially food and 
health care," Mr. Klima 
said before leaving Jor- 
dan at the end of a two- 
day visit. 

Austria will take over 
the European Union 
presidency in the second 


half of 1998. 

Mr. Klima's talks with 
Jordanian leaders 

focused on ways to 
boost economic links 
and develop bilateral 
lies. 

“We will share our 
experiences in education 
for engineers, blue-col- 
lar workers, transport, 
infrastructure, housing 
system. wastewater 
management, water sup- 
plies and other sectors," 
Mr. Klima said. 

“We also agreed to 
strengthen ties between 
the private and public 
sectors in our countries." 


Mr. Klima said Jor- 
dan's signing of an asso- 
ciation agreement with 
the European Union last 
week will serve the 
Kingdom's economy and 
stressed that Austria 
could become a transit 
point for Jordanian- 
made goods. 

”We would like to con- 
gratulate Jordan for 
being the first Arab 
country' that has signed 
the association agree- 
ment. The cooperation 
between the Europeans, 
the Mediterranean area 
and the Middle East 
becomes more and more 


important in the global 
competition,” he said. 

“This competition 

should strengthen the 
economic relations 
between the EU and the 
Middle EasL" he added. 

“.Austria can sen e Jor- 
dan as a hub for the EU 
markets and central and 
eastern European mar- 
kets because we have 
long time relations with 
our neighbours." 

Mr. Klima also pledged 
to help boost Jordanian- 
EU economic ties when 
it cakes over ±e presi- 
dency. 


Ankara to lift embargo on Israeli turkeys 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
.Ankara has decided to lift 
its veterinaiy embargo 
against turkeys from Israel, 
a spokesman for Israel's 
ministry of agriculture said 
here Monday. . 

Naftafi said that 

Torkish'^'finislW for Agri- ' 
culture and Rural Affairs 
Mustafa Tasar announced 
Ankara's decision as he 
began a visit to Israel earli- 
er io the day. 

Mr. Yaniv said the deci- 


sion ro lift the embargo, 
which Ankara put in place 
several months ago for vet- 
erinary reasons, is part of a 
veterinary accord to be 
signed during the Turkish 
official's visit. 

Prior to the embargo. 
Israel sold some $10 mil- 
lion worth of turkeys to 
Turkey yearly. 

Mr. Tasar is accompanied 
by a delegation of some 40 
officials from Turkey's 
public and private sector. 


He has said his visit to 
Israel is to promote agricul- 
tural cooperation. 

The Turkish minister said 
before leaving Istanbul ear- 
lier in the dliy that trade 
between Turkey and Israel 
could soon reach S2 billion 
per year. 

He also .<>aid that during 
his visit Israel and Turkey 
will explore possibilities 
for agricultural cooperation 
within the ft'amework of the 
GAP project, an ambitious 


irrigation and energy pro- 
duction programme in 
southeast Anatolia. 

Mr. Tasar is to meet with 
Israeli President EzerWeiz- 
man. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Foreign Mini.ster David 
Levy. 

A cooperation accord 
signed in February 1996 
between Turkey and Lsrael 
has angered many Arab 
countries, notably Egypt 
and Syria, as well as Iran. 
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Crown Prince Hassan and Chancellor ■^^k^o^ Klima view* Jordanian products on displav at the permanent exhibition of the Jordan Industrial Estate Corpo- 
rahon IPetra photo) 


Prince Hassan and Chancellor Klima discuss 
scopes of cooperation between Jordan, Austria 


AMMAN (Petm) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Monday 
held talks with Austrian 
Chancellor Viktor KJima 
on scopes of bilateral 
cooperation in economic 
fields after the signing of 
the partnership agreement 
between Jordan and the 
European Union. 

Prince Hassan stressed 
during a meeting at the 
Sahab Industrial &tate 
the need for establishing 


regional and trans-region- 
al cooperation. 

Prince Hassan briefed 
Chancellor Klima on Jor- 
dan's efforts to develop 
the Jordan Rift Valley in 
order to achieve regional 
development for the bet- 
terment of the peoples of 
the region. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised that all the 
countrie.s of the region 
will benefit from develop- 
ing the valley. 


Chancellor Klima 
stressed his counii>'*s 
interest in developing eco- 
nomic CiXJpemtion uiih 
Jonlan and in discussing 
scopes of joint invest' 
ments. 

He was accompanied by 
Deputy Prime .Minister for 
Development Affairs and 
Minsiier of State for Prime 
Minsiliy .Affairs Juxvad 
Anani. Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh. Minster 
of Transpim and Telecom- 


munication> Bus<^im 
Saket. Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf, Minis- 
ter of Public Wtjrfis :ind 
Housing Nasser Law/i. 
Minister of Tr.ide. Indits- 
lr\' and SuppK Hani 
Mulki. 

The concerned mtnisiers 
stressed that Jordan's 
strategic position in the 
region qualifies jf to be a 
centre of eo’iiomic and 
trade cooperation in the 
Middle East. 


Chancellor KltiYUi 

\oiced his ciMintry's re;idi- 
ncss to bolster its ecorntm- 
ic foopenilion will) Jor- 
dan. 

Prince Hassan escorted 
Chancellor Kltma in a lour 
lo the est:de's indusiriai 
exhibition where he was 
briefed by .Amer Majali. 
Jimclor general of the Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Cftr- 
poration iJIECi. abiml 
varitxis pnxlucts on dis- 
play. 


Mr. Maj:ili Indicated that 
many products are export- 
ed to Eumpe. the Ignited 
States and other world 
m;irket.s. 

Tlie JlEC looks alter .'4S 
factories :ii the .Sahah 
industrial estate where a 
U'tal of alxsut I4.0t)0 
workers are cmph»ycd and 
aisi> 50 plants at Al Has- 
san Industrial Estate in 
Irbid where 2.IKJ0 arc 
employed. 



Majali overhauls JIEC 
to better serve industrialists 


By Samir Ghawi 

JiirJan Titiw* •• 


ROWAN ATKINSON 


Mr . BEAN 


THE ULTIMATE DISASTER MOVIE 

Two hours ol consecutive laughing 
Shows:- {12:30 . 3:30 , 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) p.cn. 


AMM.AN — Factors and 
plant owners at the Amman 
and Irbid industnai /ones 
no longer need to shuttle 
between government min- 
istries and departments to 
son out or resolve uns 
problem they may 
encounter becau>e the Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration (JIECj has taken 
over such a task last 
month." The JIEC will be 
the coordinator shouldering 
all the issues that the indus- 
trialists want to take tip 
with government entities,” 
•Amer Makilr. the new JIEC 
director general. !i*ld die 
Jordan Times. 


Mr. Majali stressed that as 
part ».»f an operational over- 
haul he initlatcJ .1 few 
weeks ago. industrialists 
under the JIEC umbrella 
will be given nl) the assis- 
tance and facilities, thus 
casing the burden o| having 
to follow up on govcmmcni 
prsKedures. 

The ussiMance has g*»ne 
.IS far as iniers'ening on 
behalf of an indusiriali.st 
who w,t.s unable to per- 
suade the authorities 10 
exempt him from customs 
on raw- material input for 
the production of gluci»sc In 
order to he .iWc to compete 
with the impi'rtcd proib»ct 

"I iriHuedi.i'el;. wr<*ie !•* 
the Depsirtmcnt of Cusitw- 
about the pn’Hcm and 


.vecured he requested 
exempiioii.'* Mr. Majali 
said prtHjdly for K*ing able 
to prevent iIk* looming 
bankruptcy of the imhisiri- 
alist. 

The «»icrltaul being car- 
ried ixil covers many 
aspects ijf work such 
motivating and upgrading 
the skills of the personnel 
and improving supervision 
and controls. 

“Our wide-ranging shake- 
up wen gi*cs as far as 
cleaning. pri>tcction ;uul 
giving tlic industrial /ones 
«: better 0|x*raTii>n;il eiivt- 
rtiiuiient." the director gen- 
eral emphasised 

Noting «Ii:ir the iiuliisirMt 
st.Hcs include tree A»iies. 
diMcrcnt K'lidcd aieas. e«s- 



Amer Majali 


toms olTicc and banks, he 
imlieatcd ilui the aim is to 
invigorate and revitalise the 
Jofikinnm imlusiiies in 
order li> aehieve liigher pru- 
dtieiiMly and Iviier qiialiiy. 

In this icc.inl. the .IMC 


iroiiliniietl (Ml paj'c 'll 
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Williams 


Peanuts 



T4sR£5T.^= mOI’SS 
Wyci^ETUi'-:’TLS 
Sgg.qAlRE? ^tlU. 
LIVES. 


^ r) I ^ 



THEN SHELL 
SAV'BOV.ARE 
YOU EVER 


PAMCIN 6 IN THE 
RAIN fS KCMAMTiC. 
5 TAHPINE IN THE 
RAIM SEHINO A 
TREE ISN’T 
ROMANTIC. 


34 Golfer Woosnam 

36 Breaks in fnerrefly 
retations 

40 Turkey 

44 Condescend lo 
give 

45 Alternative to KS 

46 Tran(tuiliiy 
(Ksophne 

47 Reverberation 

SO AH.'s sister 

52 Turkey 

60 ’Big Blue’ 

61 Buddy 

^ Peace goddess 

63 Turkey 

68 Bcoundrel 

69 Formal 
proclamation 

70 Fort Worth sch. 

71 Magic stowplace 

72 Deanes 
Aubet]onois 

73 Exclamations of 
comprehension 


Andy Capp 


By Bill Swain 
New Port Richey, FL 


DOWN 

1 Excessive 

enthusiasm 

2 _ we all? 

3 Buffalo Bob or 

Btdiba 

4 Lug laboriously 

5 Nexus of activity 

6 Of the ear Pref. 

7 Sausage 

8 Wild animal 
tracks 

9 ConO'ngerxaes 

10 Actress Susan 

11 Misprint 

12 French farewell 

13 Get into one’s 
head 


18 European naL 

19 Bank letters 

24 Cut and splice 

25 Play lead 

26 Malden or 
Malone 

27 Erriighten 

30 Heavy-hearted 

31 inhabitant Oh 
Sufl. 

32 4 on the phone 

33 Deseit ol Israel 

35 No-good-^ 

37 Waitress al Md^ 
Diner 

38 Dress 

39 Health resort 

41 Allow ending? 

42 *LTI Abnef 
cartoonist 

43 Medical school 
subL 

48 TlMd 
measuremenl 

49 Wild ass 

51 Black and 
Eastwood 

52 Explosive Stuff 


bJtsIIuIEi] iifQQQ BC7CH9I 
□DBB QBBD DBI 
□Diaa BODS DiaBDi 
QQQCHOEaDDQCIClEIClEII 
QBIiB BCIB 

□BBBiB anaa bbi 

BCHDIUQC] HI3DB B1 , 
QQQQDQQDaSailQB^ 
QBS DQBD QOQQr ., 
□□SD □BQQ BOBIIB 
Q0Q OQBQ 
□□BBOaBODSI 
QQQCID dDBCI 
DEIQIiQ QBaB 
□SQiaiS EiaDO BI 






(Qiggr iMw wm Stnn. K 


53 Really hate 

54 Piciure in one’s 
mind 

55 Shir over 

56 Assn. 

57 Altercation 

58 Arden" 

59 Twin of Romulus 


64 Woman with a 
habit 

65 New Zealand 
panct 

66 Spoilscaster 
Scully 

67 FerKe's 
merchandise 


ill 
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FORECASTFOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 1997 
~By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. j 


ARIES: (March 2 1 lo April 19J YuU and your Inends haw 
a mort'clkius time early this week. The boss is. watchmg to 
make .sure work ceus out on time. He or she is in a good 
mood, however, so let the party continue, ^ou re gcttii^ a 
I loi done and having a great time. Make that yourobjecuve, 
anyway. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make a payment on an 
overdue bill so you can relax. Once you get your finances 
straiirhtened ouL. vour love life takes prit'rity. Make plenty 
of lime u» discuss your plan.s this evening. Betw een the two 

of vou, success is a.s.sured. 


GEMINI: I May 2! to June 21 ) Do you own your home? 
Would vou like’ to’.' Il's pos.Niblc if you plan ahead, bw it 
will Uikc discipline. If you're not up 10 buying, renovation 
is possible. You'll need a partner's help. Maybe you never 
believed if could happen. Well, believe ii. Also, gel busy. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 » You'H_ clash with an older, 
person around llie middle of the day. It's hard to keep your 
commen(.s to yourself. You aix^ a master ol disguises^) 
pretend vou'rc chonned by this person s rude remarL 
Review the incident later, w iih a partner you can irusL and 
leant. 


LEO: (July 22 to .Aueust 2 1 1 Your workload is intense, and 
you'd nither be playing. Here come friends you haven't 
seen in vears. and yi»u've scarcely got time to do lunch. At 
least you c;in race around the blcsik during your break. Do 
that, and you'll be rejuvenated for the afternoon .shift. 


VIRGO: (.August 22 lo .Septemlter 22i There's confusion 
at home. You're decorating, and heaven knows what. 
year will be more c.xciting than usual. Non should be in a 
fabulnas mood and full of atfeciion. Go back lo that state 
of mind whenever you notice yourself getting nervous. It'll 
benefit the entire group. 


UBRA: iSeptcmbcr 23 to (Tetoher 22i ^'ou may not have 
paid much attention to iradiiions in the pa.st. Right now, 
linwever. iIktc's a good npfkiilunitv for you to leant. Inter- 
view file elders of jv»ur tribe, be .surpri.sed at'how 

ciHid this makes you all feel, and how powerful it helps you 
To become. 


SCORPIO: I Oember 2} to No% ember 2 ! 1 Will ilw family 
expect holiday givxlics'.' If so. get busy, ^'ou can either buy 
them or make from scratch, but either w ay lakes time. Start 
now. so you'll have e.xaclly the right thing al hantl. Being 
c.^cellem* doe.sn't conic easily, hut it's worth the effort, 


S.AGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) This is 
a guixl day to ask for a raise. Your bovs Is in a generous 
mood, ptirtially because yoii'u* been so good lately. Offer 
to do snmelhiiig extra. Not i>nl> will you make a little more 
cash, hut >ou'il also further your chances for your next pn> 
moiiiH). 


CAPRICORN: 1 December 22 lo January 20> Look far 
away for llie s».>luiion to a problem close to home. Be wil- 
ing to try .something a little dilVerem. For example, you 
might find that perfect gift in a catalogue. Send for it early, 
to muku sure it arrives on time. Early meares right now. 


AQU.ARIUS: f January 21 to February' IVi Plans you has'C 
with a friend may be thwarted. Figure out how to deal with 
the bureaucracy and you can iron out ihi.s little wrinUe. The 
answer should become obvious this afternoon. Somebody 
on the other side might find the :a>iiiiion. Be nice and your 
odds improve. 


PI.SCE.S; (February 20 to March 20) The festive mood 
ciniiinucs. except lor a pt>ssjblc glitch around midday. You 
could spend if*»' much »si) JuncJi. of all things. Dt*n‘t ufler to 
buy for everyone you know. That's just the son of thing 
you d do. Guard against that tendency; it could cost more 
than it'.s worth. 


({irthsUme nf llecunilKT: Turquoise — iCircitn 




UnaCf.nmH'j incso four JurM,-.!.-’- 
on« loiter In nosh sau;oo. tc 'o-m 
lour ordin.vy words 


that scrambled word game 

bv Hnnn Arnold and Mih* ArflKW 
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yrw .hp r.urpfi5o .inswor. as suif 
by -ho abnn csriDon. 
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Business & Finance 



Trend to save growing 

** AS A result of a growing trend to save, 
deposits ar banks expanded by 2.4 percent 
during the first nine months of this year as 
it climbed from JD6.1 billion at the end of 
last year to JD6.3 billion at the end of last 
Septembtf. This growth also reflected on 
die assets which soared by 27.6 per cent 
during the first nine months of this year 
compared to the whole of 1996. 

- According to a study prepared by 
Muflefa Aq^ executive director at the 
Arab Baiik. total assets in 1996 amounted 
to JD7.3 bilUon but the monthly statistical 
bulletin of the Central Bank puts the total 
assets of banks at JD9.3 billion undl the 
end of September. The figure is expected 
to grow further during the coming days. 

' The growing trend to save is based on 
small and medium-size households who 
prefer to reap guaranteed profits that high 
interest rates on deposits provide, instead 
of other investments. For their part, banks 
have also preferred to invest in certificates 
of deposit, offered by the Central Bank, as 
being the most suitable and easiest way to 
secure profits without taking any lending 
risks (A1 Ra'i). 

Food subsidy costs 
drop sharply 

** A REPORT submitted by the Ministry 
of Supply about its achievements during 
the first eight months of this year shows a 
big decline in its purchases of rice, wheat. 


s 1 s s ••• 2-^ 
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sugar, milk, barley and com. This means 
that the financia] costs borne by the gov- 
ernment have decreased from JD90 mil- 
lion to JD40 nuiJion. 

The report showed that the total food 
subsidy during the eight months amounted 
to JD22 million. The amount of the sub- 
sidy during 1996 was JDllS million. 

Beltagi plans 
to boost tourism 

** ACCORDING TO Tourism Minister 
Aqel Belt^, a government decision will 
soon be issued to exempt tourist pro- 
grammes, arranged by travel and tour 
agents, from income tax on condition that 
the programme includes a visit to a gover- 
norate such as Salt, Karak, Ajioun or 
Irbid. 

In a recmi lecture, he said that the Min- 
isterial Development Council has 
approved the idea of his ministry to estab- 
lish a lagoon in Aq^a, to the month of the 
Holiday Hotel. 

He revealed that the number of tourists 
coming to Jordan has dropped by 15 per 
cent due to unfavourable political climate. 
He indicated that the Ministry of Tourism 
will work to raise the numl^r of nights 
that tourists spend in Jordan 4 j 

nights to by 1998 and five nights by the 
end of the year 2000. 

He concluded by stressing that a plan 
will be implemented soon undenvhich no 
tourist will be allowed to visit Petra unless 
he shows a notification proving that he 
stayed at a Jordanian hotel (Al Ra'i). 
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Energy 

Brent 18 j 44 I8.ai 

W.Tcw 18.6* 19.10 

Boimy 18,44 18.81 

Dubai 17.40 17.70 

ULGaS 182J0 184J)0 

Metal Prices 

GoM (o£^) 233.7 294.2 

snver (OZ^) 5.23 5.26 

Plafiniim (oz*s) 382 384 

AL(3Mon!hs) 1588 1589 

CU (3 Months) 1843 1844 

Zinc (3 Months) 1135 1136 

Lead (3 Months) 642 BU 

M <3 Months) 6130 6160 


Coffee (cAbs) 
Cocoa fS/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (SAon) 
Soya(cflbs) 
Tea(stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rlce($/ton) 


SA^yai 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BHDhiar 
CYPound 


Mid-East Currena'es 
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Phosphate company considering 
proposal to raise capital to JD88 million 


By Abdul Saiam Gharaibeb 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The board of 
directors of the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Compa- 
ny (JPMC) is studying a 
proposal to increase the 
company's capital to JD88 
million and to float the 
company’s shares for pub- 
lic subscription and listing 
on international financial 
markets, because of the 
shortage of cash liquidity in 
Jordanian capital market 
well-placed banking 

sources said Monday. 

Director of securities at 


one of the banks here said 
the total shares to be floated 
are worth JD56 million, 
calculated on the present 
prices. He anticipated that 
60 per cent or 70 per cent of 
the JPMC’s shares will be 
floated at the London finan- 
cial maricet . 

A member of the JPMC 
board, who preferred 
anonyaiicy said the compa- 
ny is currently preparing an 
jaxurate analytical budget- 
ing for die company's 
assets to determine the 
actual value of the new 
shares, in preparation for 
floating an equal number of 


shares similar to those cur- 
rently in circulation. 

He noted that the current 
share price at Amman 
Financi^ Market is approx- 
imately JD 3.550. 

A total of seven share- 
holding companies, includ- 
ing banks and insurance 
companies are currently 
floating JD29 million worth 
of shares for private sub- 
scription to increase their 
capitals to meet the criteria 
provided by the regulations 
and laws in force. 

A banking source attrib- 
uted the low cash liquidity 
to two major factors one of 


which being the Central 
Bank of Jor^’s policy to 
absorb the surplus liquidity 
at banking institutions 
through the issuance of cer- 
tificates of deposits on a 
biweekly basis or whenever 
the need arises. Such a sur- 
plus amounts to approxi- 
mately JD200 million a 
month, according to the 
sources. 

Tlie second reason is 
attributable to the large 
number of shares floated by 
companies, which have 
been established during the 
last few years to increase 
their capital to meet the cri- 


teria stipulated by die Cen- 
tral Bank, the source said. 

The JPMC Iasi July float- 
ed SlOO million wortl) of 
commercial shores at the 
rate of $99.9. while the 
issue price was $ 99.25. 

Circulation activity in 
international markets has 
shown that the average cir- 
culation is no less than .S5 
million a day. or the equiv- 
alent of five per cent of the 
values of the i.ssue. This 
could place the JPMC in Uie 
second position after the 
Arab Pota.sh Company, 
sources said. 


JIEC chief aims to invigorate, revitalise industries 


(Continued from page 8) 

has distributed a question- 
naire to all industrialists to 
determine the specific 
needs and the areas where 
higher anention should be 
given. 

In addition, Mr. Majali 
said, coordination with the 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation and JEDCO 
(the Jordan Export Devel- 
opment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation), will 
be strengthened in order to 


make the industrial cycle 
better organised and efrl- 
cieoL 

Mr. Majali outlined the 
framework of the new set- 
up at JTEC saying that the 
front desk of the corpora- 
tion is an Investors Service 
Bureau manned by two 
highly qualified oiTicials. 

The bureau, he 
explained, handles three 
categories, namelyi the 
new investor, the existing 
(old) investor and func- 
tioning as a coordinator 


with all outside parties. 

The new investor is 
required to fill in a form 
and is told about the docu- 
ments s/he should be pro- 
viding. The applicant's 
name and other necessary 
information is fed into a 
computer database and the 
new investor is given a 
fixed number which will 
serve as reference for all 
future dealings. 

“When the new investor 
returns on a certain fixed 
date, s/he will find all the 


procedures and the regis- 
tration process complete." 
Mr. Majali said. 

The existing investor is 
given a specific card for 
any future dealings with 
the corporation. 

To be able to control and 
double check the efficien- 
cy and effectiveness of the 
system, the computer net- 
work is directly connected 
to the office of the director 
general who will follow up 
daily with the conditions 
at the estates. 
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ZIffSKRED. PETRO. C8BH. 

9 

0.00 

9 

3200 

1443 

.46 

.45 

.01- 

♦ 

3.000 

1.850 

RATL. CABLE HIRB.HPAC 

28.9 

0.00 

12 

6200 

9439 

1.85 

l.BO 

.05- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CSBB 

9 

0.00 

12 

B3S0 

5115 

.61 

.62 

.01* 

*S 

1.880 

.910 

UNTV. HODN.IHDS. 

P 

.24 

31 

36750 

32780 

.91 

.89 

.02- 


1.630 

2.320 

KATL. CHLORINE 

14.2 

4.64 

4 

1500 

2267 

1. 52 

1.51 

.01- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NSW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

O.DO 

3 

2750 

2475 

.90 

.90 



1.330 

1.080 

IMTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

D.OD 

2 

1200 

1464 

1.23 

1.22 

.01- 


.810 

.710 

JCniDAH STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

3 

25300 

11475 

.75 

.75 



.840 

.570 

KID. EAST COKPLB 

7.S 

16.39 

9 

1200 

4393 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


INOOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


X79EX: 116.67 KCHC; *0.37 
INDEX; 172.03 7CHC: *0.40 


136 1S1397 

293 264769 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARK PRICE LIST FOR MOHDAT 


01/12/1997 


MACS . SUP . RENT . HAIM . 
JOR.TRAOE FAC. 

ONION nv. SO* 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARU Unr.CD. 
AL-DANLIYAR 75X 
CXNTD«Ur ZNV. CROOF 
ARAB 40R.3NVBST.00. 
AL-SBARQ INV/AGCTION 
30R . IND5 . HATCS- JSMCO 
ARAB FOOD 4 KEO. 

NATL . HOLT. BIG . NAKXOO 
RAYZAK DIBS • HOOLDS 
RAXI PHARM. 

XROS. ERG. 

NATL. POULTRY 
HAT.ALOHXRZOH. 7SZ 
MODERN POOD IND. 75* 


.SO .02- 

.37 

.74 

.40 .02- 


1.S5 .07* 

1.00 

.92 .02* 

.16 .02* 
.$4 .03- 

.40 
.38 

•65 .02* 


eRA.MD TOTAL 


129 335064 


r : N«w 12 iDOotha hi^b 

4 : N«w 12 ooRCha lew 

5 ; SzQCk divldand during zhe past 12 ■onths 
N ; LL«t«d durins tiw pan 12 neneti* 

P I P/E ratio la 100 or aero 
9 s Negative p/E 

B ; Earning la sore or M/A for tbo aeat roeont year 



Mr. Majali also high- 
lighted the permanent 
exhibition that was set up 
at the entrance of the JIEC 
to display the products of 
the industries of the estate. 
He specifically underlined 
that some of the products 
are widely being accepted 
in European markets and 
in the U.S. 

Asked about future 
plans. Mr. Majali revealed 
that construction will stun 
before the end of thik year 
at the Karak industrial 
estate which, in the first 
phase, will cover 5S0 
dunums. 

He said that the Al Has- 
son Industrial Estate in 
Irbid is totally occupied 
and that another 200 
dunums will he added to 
the existing 420 dunums 
area by the end of next 
year. 

"In order to gl\e u major 
boost to the industrial sec- 
tor. we are even consider- 
ing giving more incentives 
to any party willing to set 
plants in other estates 
being planned for Mafraq. 
Aqaba and Zaiqa." the 
director general said. 

He explained that ihe.se 
tncentii’es will be in addi- 
tion to what the JIEC and 
the Investment Promotion 
Corporation already pro- 
vide in various benefits. 

Mr. Majali saw' industrial 
estates In various gover- 
norates as a partial solu- 
tion to the unemployment 
problem because they will 
open job opportunities as 
well as provide opportuni- 
ties for residents in remote 
areas to be trained and be 
pre-qualified at these 
industrial esuues. 

On a wider scale, Mr. 
Majali said the ambition 
now is CO includi; the 
Sahab industrial estate as a 
Qualified Industrial Zone 
(QIZ) similar to that of 
Irbid's Al Hasson lodusiri- 
al Estate in order in spread 
the benefits to the indusiri- 
aJisis in other regions. 

The JIEC chief said 
more ideas and projects 
could materialise from the 
industrialists rhemselie.s 
with whom he is conduct- 
ing monthly meetings 
along with the directors 
concerned at the JIEC to 
review progress and dis- 
cuss any development. 

Mr. Majali coacluded by 
inviting all interested par- 
ties to contact the JIEC for 
further information noting 
that the corporation's tele- 
phone was a "general 
ivoice mail system" that 
can provide a good deal of 
information about the cor- 
poration and the .services ii 
renders. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

810805-810609 
Fax> 810520 
Mobile:- 070/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


STOBIO HfifG 

ihaarsendoB 


M our stop and oeE: 

SQfi^targer, 

* Bw 

SOxaoem, 

QrindlaysBaRk. 
Plione: 604042 
eweiMiTel: 823891 


cRowiitm 

INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING 

POOL 

SAUNA, VOvW; 
JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
THNNIS& 

SQUASH T * 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Anira Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 


lain 

“MERRY CHRISTMAS ’ 
- Nev/ • New . New 

Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 

‘ Rugs ‘ Cushions 
‘ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 3:00 till 6;00 
including Fridays & 
offiaal holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 



imi 

E Apartments 
K & ^^^as Deluxe 
^ in Amman 

sanabelI 


! Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Cornplex 
Tv:. 864230 - 865167 






The rocky road to France '98 


MARSEILLE (AFPl — When England and Italy 

were drawn in Uie same qualifying group ihe hot 
money w-ent on Italy. 

It looked an even better investment when 
England dumped manager Terry Venables after 
Euro *96 and plumped for the relatively untried 
Glen Hoddle. 

But as the two year qualifying campaign began 
to unfold it was the 38-year-oId Hod^e. who 
only stopped playing two years ago. who proved 
the e.xperts wrong. 

After Italy, with Cesare Maldini in charge for 
his first imemational. beat England 1-0 at 
^^embley the Italians suddenly lost their fonn 
and the door to France ‘98 began to close. 

HoddJe dusted off England, lifted his team, and 
ended up winning Group two. 

The highlight for Hoddle w'as his impressive 2* 
0 away w’in in Poland followed up by a goalless 
draw in Naples. It sealed a place in France and 
England's return to the World Cup finals for the 
first time since 1990. 

As Hoddle was celebrating. Maldini found 
himself forced into a play-off with Russia if he 
was to take part in France. 

With three World Cup titles already to their 
name, the Italian fans e.xpect success and the 
thought of not even reaching the finals had them 
baying for Maldini's blood." 

In the end Italy eked out a draw in the snows of 
Moscow followed by a win in Naples to book 
their place but Maldini admitted there wo.s much 
to be sorted out if Italy were to lift a fourth World 
Cup. 

Germany, for so long the force of European 
football, also struggled to make sure they would 
be employed ne-xiTummer. 

[n the end it came down lo their final Group 
Nine match and a goal in the dying minutes 
against Albania lo give them a 4^3 win and a 
place in the French sun. 

Holland, the nearly team qf European football, 
squeezed in to the finals with a 0-0 draw over 
Turkey in their final Group Seven match. It gave 
them a vital one point lead over .second placed 
Belgium who had to beat Ireland in the play-offs 
to ensure their place. 

The Dutch have reached the World Cup final 
twice. 1974 and 1978. but despite the presence of 
Johan CruNiT in 1974. lost both times — first to 
Germany and then Argentina. 

Holland are hoping that the presence of their 
top foreign e.xports — Michael Reiziger at 


Barcelona. Winston Bogarde and Patrick 
Kiuiveri at AC Milan. Aaron Winter at Inter 
Milan, Clarence Secdorf at Rea! Madrid. Dennis 
Bergkomp and Marc Overmars at .Arsenal — will 
finally allow them to take the World Cup. 

Yugoslavia, who were forced to qualify* by- 
going into a playoff against Hungary after Spain 
w'on their Group, proved they were back on the 
international scene by going on a goal spree. 

In the first-leg in Budapest. Hungary — who 
boasted the best side in lIk World in the 50's — 
crashed 7-1. In the second-leg. Yugoslavia 
proved it wa.s no fluke by winning 5-0. 

Croatia, formerly a part of Yugoslavia under 
Tito, also made sure of ihcir place. 

.A hard-fought victory o\er Ukraine took 
Croatia to France next year, marking their 
biggest success in sixrccr .since emerging as an 
independent nation .six years ago. 

Croatia first drew the uttenrion of the soccer 
world w'hen they qualified with impressii.-c ease 
for Euro *96. topping u qualifying group featur- 
ing 1994 World Cup runners-up iraly. 

But this lime round they qualified the hard way. 

Although they won four game.s and lost only 
one — an away match in Denmark — a string of 
three home draws put them on the verge of crim- 
ination halfi^ uy through the campaign. 

Their ordeal finally ended successfully in Kiev 
on November 15. when a 27th-minutc equali.scr 
by Lazio striker Alen Boksic tamed the young 
Ukrainian side who would have needed three 
more lo win. That game ended 1-1. Croatia look 
the play-off 3-1 on aggregate. The dream had 
come true. 

While the European sides played no more than 
10 matches to reach the finals, the cream of 
South .America were forced to play 16 matches to 
qualify. 

Argentina proved they were still the .second 
side on the coniincnL behind Brazil, by winning 
the South American Zone. It was an impressive 
performance by the former World Cup holders. 
They only lost two of their 16 matches, winning 
eight and drawing six. 

Joining them in France will be Paraguay. 
Colombia and Chile. For Colombia it w ill be a 
chance to erase the nightmare of the 1994 World 
Cup in the United States. Failing to get beyond 
the first round, finishing last in their group 
behind Romania. Switzerland and the Imitcd 
States. 

Defender Andres Escobar, who .scored an ow n 


goal in the muicli against the United States, was 
gunned down by a fanatical supi^rtcr on July 2, 
1994. shonl' after returning to his home town of 
Medellin. 

In the Asian Zone the worst possible scenario 
for FIFA looked as if it was going lo happen 
when Japan appeared to be r*own and out. With 
Japan co-hnsiing the 2<W2 World Cup with arch- 
rivals South Korea. FIFA desperately wanted the 
Japanese to be at the 1998 finals. 

They did — but only after a nail-biting play-off 
against Iran in Malaysia. 

"a golden goal in extra-time .saw Japan reach 
their" first World Cup finals and FIFA were able to 
bre;rlh a .sigh of relief. 

While South Korea, the fnoibull force in cast 
.Asia, easily won their Group B. Saudi Arabia, the 
South Kor^ of the west, snatched their place in 
their final match — beating Q.'Uur 1-0. Halfway 
through their qualifying stage, with Iran firm 
favourites to take the Group, worried Saudi finn- 
ball authorities hrough in German coach Otto 
Pfister for the final two matches. 

Pfisier lost his first match in charge but his vic- 
tory i.wer Qatar restored Saudi pride. But while 
.Asian football is still trying to make a real 
impression on the world scene. .Africa threatens 
to break up the Euro}tcan-.South American 
monopoly. 

Nigeria and C.imer»H.>ii lead the way while 
South .Africa, hack .ificr the years (>f apartheid 
isolation, have secured their first ever appearance 
in the World Cup finals. 

North of the Saraha Morocco easily won their 
group, finishing nine points clear of second 
placed Sierra Leone. 

Tunisia managed to ease out Egypt, winning 
five of their six matches and drawing the other. 

The CONC.ACAF Zone, niarred by the 
Guatem.ila stadium disa.sier Iasi year when 84 
fans were crushed to death against perimeter 
fencing, saw history being made when Jamaica 
qualified by finishing third in the Final Round 
Group VH.*hind Mexico and Ihe United Slates. 

Jamaica were the first Caribbean side since 
Haiti in 1974 to reach the finals. 

Iran brought the 645-game marathon to a dose 
at Melbourne on Saturday when they beat 
Australia r>n aw ay goals, to reach (heir first finals 
since 1978. to become the 32nd and la.st qualifier 
for France 9S. 


Factfiles of 1998 World Cup qualifiers 


PARIS ( AFPl —Here's u brief look at some of the 
qualifying nations to the 1998 World Cup in 
France 


Hungary I Norway 

Finland fi Norway 

Azerbaijan 0 Norway 

Norway 5 Switzerland 

• Fixture.s: 

Febniaiv 25. 1998fEniflee’v Noway ' 
March 25. 1998: Belgium v .Vorway 
April 22. 1998: Denmark v Norway 
May 28, 1998; Noway v Sweden 


JAPAN 


• Population: 125.479.000 

• Area: 377 818 sq km 

• Capital: Tokyo 

• Federation:' Football Association of Japan 
founded in 1921. 

• Colours: Blue jersey, white shorts, blue sock.s. 

• World Cup record: 1st appearance in finals 1998. 

• Asian Cup record: Winners 1992. 

• How they qu.'ilified: Defeated Iran 3-2 in play- 
off after finishing 2nd in Asian Zone Group B. 

• Qualify ing results: 


■ Capitol: Rabat 

• K'dcration: Royal M>«roccun Foothall 

Federation founded in 1955 

• Colours: Red jersey, green shorts, red socks 

• World Cup record; 4th uppearanec ( 1 970, 86. 94. 

95i; • “ . . 

• African Nations Cup record; Winners 1976. 

• How they qualified: Finished l.si in African 
Zimc Group 5. 


ROMANIA 


First round 


Oman 

0 

Japan 

1 

Macuo 

0 

Japan 

10 

Nepal 

(1 

Japan 

6 

Japan 

10 

Macao 

0 

Japan 


Nopal 

0 

Japan 

• Second round 
Group B 

! 

Oman 

1 

Japan 

6 

U/bckisiun 


U.AE 

0 

Jupan 

0 

Japun 

1 

South Korea 


Kazakhstan 

J 

Japan 

\ 

Uzbekistan 

1 

Japan 

\ 

Japan 

I 

UAE 

I 

South Korea 

0 

Japan 


Japan 
• Play-off 

5 

Kuzakltsian 

7 

Japan 

lact) 


Iran 



• Population: 23.240.0lMJ 

• .Area; 2.37.500 sq km 

■ Cupiinl: Buchurcst 

• Federation: Fedcratia Romana dc Folbal found- 
ed in 1908. 

• Colours: Yellow jersey, blue shorts, red socks. 
World Cup record: 7ih appearance 1 1*^.30. 34. 38. 
7n. 90, 94. 98 1. 

• Quaner-finaijsLs 1994. 

■ European Championship record: .3 appearances 
(1972. 84. 96». 

• How they quaiified: Finished 1st in European 


Quulifying results 

Morocco 4 Sierra Leone 0 

Ghana 2 Morocco 2 

GaKm t) Morocco 4 

Siena Leone 0 Morocco I 

.Morocco I Ghana 0 

Moix'cco 2 Gabi.ni n 

• Fixtures; 

December 24. Morocco v Congo 
February 4. Morocco v Wales 
March or April 1998: Mon.ieco v Bni/il 
M.i> 199.8: host of Hnss;m il lournameni v France. 
Croatia and BcI!:inmi 


MEXICO 


• Flxiures". 

Early 1998; South Korea v Japan 

March 1998: hosting Dy.na.siy Cup in Yokoli.nma v 

South Korca. 

China. Hong Kong. 

May 1998: hosting triangular Kirin Cup. 


Zone Group 8. 

• Qualifvine results- 



• Populaiion: W).()0i).ilfi0 

Romania 

3 

Lithuania 

0 

• .■\re.’i: 1.9fw»..»67 ,s.q kni 

Iceland 

II 

Rom.inia 

•t 

• Cupii.tl: Mexico Tity 

Macedonia 

n 

Rnmjni.i 


• Federation; Fedcracion Mexicana dc Fuibol 

Romania 

s 

Licch:cn-«icin 

0 

fi:«unded ir. 19’7 

Lithuania 

11 

Romania 


• CoKHirs; Green .lersey. while sht»rts. red socks 

Romania 

f 

R. of frelanJ 

ff 

• Woi/d Cup record* 1 Ith appcnruncc ( 19.30, .5(1. 

Romania 

f 

Macedonia 


54. 5S. 62, Wi. 7« ». 

Licch(cn.sicin 

1 

1 

Romania 

s 

78. 86. 9.I.9SI 

Romania 

a 

Iceland 

u 

CONC'.'WAF '(.inid C'up.i record: Winners 196.5. 

R. of Ireland 
N1GERI.\ 

1 

Romania 


71. 77. 93. 9f.x 

• How they qu.iiificd: Finished I.st in CONCA- 
C.AF Zc»ne. 


• Population: 95.0i.Xi.(iiIO 

• .Arc.i: 923.770 si] km 

• Capital: Abuja 


* Qualifying rcMilts; Ziine seini-tliial.s 
St Vincent and ilic Grenadines 0 Mexico 3 


Honduras 

Mexico 

Mexico 


Mexico 1 

Jamaica 1 

St Vincent. Otenadincs 1 


NORWAY 


• Population: 4.370.000 

• .Area: 385.6.39 sq km 

• Capital: O.slo 

• Federation: Norses Foiballfoibund founded in 
1902. 

• Colours; Red jersey, white shorts, blue socks 

• World Cup record': .3rd appearance 11938. 94. 
98 1 

European Championships record: No appearances 
in rinai.s. 

How they qualified: Finished 1st in Eur<^an 
Zone Group 3, 


cd in 1945 



Mexicvi 

3 

Honduras 

I 

• Colours; Green jcrscs. 

white shons. green socks 

Jomaic.i 

1 

Mexico 

0 

• World Cup record: 2nd appearance ( 1994. 98i. 

* Final Group 




.African Nations Cup record: Winners |9S0. 94. 

Mexico 

4 

Canada 

0 

• How they qualified; 

Finished isl in Afneon 

Costa Rica 

0 

Mexico 

0 

Zone Group 1 . 



.Mexico 

6 

Jamaica 

0 

Qualifying results; 



USA 

1 

Mexico 


Nigeria 2 

Burkin.1 Faso 

I 

Mexic«^ 

5 

El .Salvaiior 

0 

Kenya 1 

Nigeria 

I 

Canada 


Mexico 

n 

Nigeria 2 

Guinea 

I 

Me.xsco 

7) 

l.’SA 

0 

Burkina Faso t 

Nigeria 


Mexico 

3 

Costa Rica 

3 

Nigeria 3 

Kenya 

0 

Jamaica 

U 

Mexico 

0 

Guinea t 

Nigeria 

0 

• FLxturcs; 

December 12-21. 

1997. 


• Fixrurc.s; 

April 22. 1998; Germany v .Nigeria 


.Azerbaijan 

Hungary 

Norway 

Finland 


MOROCCO 


• Population: 26.O00.OtX) 
•.Area: 71D.S00 sq km 


ConfeJcraiinn Cup m Riyadh including Dec 
1 2 v Saudi .Ambia. Dee 14 v Au-sirolia. Dee 1 6 v 
8ra/l!. 

Janu.irs 27. 1998: Mexico v Dciuniuit 
February 1-15. 1998 CtJNCACAF Gold Cup in 
US.A including Feb 4 v 
Tfinid.»d and Tobago. Fch 7 v Flonduras. 


TliL'b.SlM 


CINK.MA 




avE'1' 


Til. 


CISt.MA 
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Official poster of the Pierre Lescurc stadium in Bordeau.x. southwestern Fran^The 
stadium will host matches of the 1998 World Soccer Cup that takes place in France 
from June 10 to July 12, 1998. Poster was made by French artists Marie .Artero and 
FJise Massenet (AP Photo) 


Inspired Madrid take 
provisional lead 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Madrid took provisional 
pole position in the Spanish 
league on Sunday night fol- 
lowing their 3-1 home 
thrashing of Celta Vigo. 

Madrid, ahead of 
Barcelona only on goal dif- 
ference at (he .start r>f the 
weekend, must wait till 
Barcelona play Merida nn 
Monday to see if lliey keep 
their eurront three-point 
lead. 

Barcelona however would 
need lo win by a five-goal 
margin to regain lop .spot 
froni Madrid, who were 
playing without defenders 
Christian Pamicei and 
Roberto Carlos, It was a 
real return to form of once 
inil-or-sori.s striker Raul in 
this match where Yugo.slav 
Predrag Mtjainvic. Raul and 
Ciorenee Secdorf settred. 
Vigo's Bosnian V|;ido 
Gudelj earned a late con.so- 
latinn goal. 

Rea), who avenged their 
luimiliatine 4-0 loss to C'elia 


at the end of last sea.snn 
which look the gloss otT 
their title win, were galva- 
nized by an inspired Raul 
who scored Madrid's sec- 
ond of the game and his 
fifth of the season. 

He also created the superb 
final goal by Holland's 
.Secdorf Raul went past 
several defenders before 
pa.s.sing to Seedorf who only 
needed to push the bull into 
the net. 

Raul may have [imed his 
comeback to form lo perfec- 
tion with the FIF.A World 
Footballer of the Year trn- 
phy op for grabs later tliis 
year. Brazil's Ronaldo and 
France's Juvenlus midfield- 
er Zinedine Zidane arc other 
serious candidates. Rea! 
.S(H.'icdad took third spot 
with a 5-1 emshing of 
Comp«isiella mainly thanks 
to their foreign si.ip, — 
Romania's Gheorghe 

Cr:iiin\‘4inii. Viigosla’, ij\ 
Darko Kovaeevie. I’onnerly 
with Premiership side 


More than 100,000 expected to 
greet Iranian World Cup heroes 


TEHR.AN tAFP) — More than lOO.rKKi 
funs arc expected to turn out here on 
Tuesday to give a hero's weleonie to the 
Ininiun foothall team alter their ineixdibie 
recovery tt> qualify for next yair's World 
Cup final.s. 

Tehran's huge A/;uli sindim is expected to 
be lull for a ceremony Itontniring Iran's 
nuii<Mi:il team, which came back from two 
goals down late in the match In eliminate 
Ausinilin on Saturday on uwuy goals, the 
IRNA news agency .said. 

The players are to be flown directly to the 
stadium by helicopter after their 'arrival 
friim Dubiij. said .Ali Ta'.ili. liead of securi- 
ty for the capital. 

The welcoming ceremony is to be broad- 
cast live on stale radio and tclevisinn, which 
.*irc to conduct interviews with the pluvers 
following Ihe event. 

Millions of Iranians poured on to (he 
streets of every major city Saturday after 
the final whistle in scenes of public cele- 
bration that were virtually unprecedented 
here. 


nionsiinds oj people celebrated the 
nai‘n>n:d leani s success into the earlv hours 
ol the inoniing ln.*ie as thrones of young 
people stayed up dancing and hugging each 

other at major road junclitms. 

The ctiuntry s le.iders broadcast messages 
ol congratulations and radio and iclevi.sion 
.|b;mduiicd nnnna! programming for special 
leaiurcs on the game and the street celebra- 
tions across the eouniry afterwards. 

Tlie p.iiional leiim's success ex'en took 
precedence oxer the kecniy-avvailcd fust 
budget of President Mohammad Khatami 
whicli v.;js pre-enicd lo parliament Sunday 

w lien the session opened, the speaker and 
several Mps rose lo pyv tribute in llw 
naiiiinai le.mi aiut made speeches undcrlin- . 
mg the need to invest in ;md ^ive mort 
impon.uice lo sp,,n ,n general and football 
in particular. 

Iran were 2-6‘ down until the 7wh mimiic 

AuMrulir’"' '"■ 

Bui n,.ju i„ ,hc .p.,,-.. of thn..e „,i„- 
utes saw Iran go il, rough to France 98. 


nsMii 


TT.I. OM >.MW 


\/ I 

PHILADELPHIA "1" / PHILADELPHIA "2", PLAZA 


Chris O 'Dvnell & 
Jene Hackman ... in 


THE CHAMBER 


Charles Gmdin ... in 

■; BEETHOVEN’S 2ND 

[, Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


i galleria 2 


Nour Al Sharif & 
Layla Alvd... in 


CCHCnRP ■!- 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. i. 
8:30, 10:30 j; 


[ Shows: 12:30. 3:.^0. 6:15. AL MASEER 

f (Arabic! 

i THE BEAUTICIAN iveinermt/Te 1937 Cannes festnrsi 

n -wswxir? ni? A CT* 


Rowan Atkinson... in 
MR. BEAN 


& THE BEAST 

Shows; 8:30. 10..“O 


Shows: I2:.^0, .»:30. 
S:L5. in.:tn 


Shi)ws:)::30. .3:.30. 6:1.5. 
S 30. in:.30 

COHCl.RP >3* 

SLEEPWALKERS 

Shiww: .1:3(1. h:lin only 
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Slierfield Wednesday, and 
Mutiii Adepoju of Nigeria 
all scored. 

Valcnciii. who fell 1-0 at 
home to Siihimuncu. ore lan- 
guishing in the rel^atkmr 
zone und this setback 
should seal the return 'of 
World Cup star Romario to 
Brazil. 

Valencia supporters ironi- 
cully cheered the match 
officiids und the opposing 
team before culling with 
loud cries for the resigna- 
lion of Vuienci.x president 
Fuen Roig. In this week- 
end's mutches, third divi- 
sion referees, simie young 
and inexperienced, officiat- 
ed iit'ler u strike by first divi- 
si'in referees who com- 
plained of luck of rc.speci 
frt.m pluyers und support- 
ers. 
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■Iordan Open Table Tennis Championships 

Zeina Shaban takes U-14 title 


By Omar Kanni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nine-year-old 
table tennis prodigy Zeina 
Shab^ won the Under-14 
tide at the Jordan 
. Open Table Tennis Chom- 
^ piomhips Monday, but 
failed to add the Under-17's 
dtle to her name. 

Oiganised by the Jordan 
Table Tennis Federation, 
the 6-day cbampiooship 
concluded yesterday at the 
Hussein You± Cit>’. 

Having gone into the final 
day with two victories 
under her belt, notably 
against arch-rival Lina 
Majdalawi, and leading the 
field. Zeina surprisingly 
lost to Ghadeer Awwad, 
before narrowly losing out 
to Ghadeer 's sister, H^el, 
in a tense 27-25 final seL 

Lina Majdalawi went on 
y to win overall. 

Despite this, Zeina 
became, according to the 
president of the table tennis 
federation. Dr. Ismat A1 
Kurdi, the youngest ever 
champion. 

Tte event, he claimed, 
was a good show-case for 


Championship results 

Under J4 girls; 

• 1. Zeina Shaban 

2. Hadeel Awwad 

3. Ghadeer Aww'ad 

Under 14 boys: 

1. Rashed AI Momani 

2. Ahmed Awwad 

3. Bura'a Abu Ganmi 

Under 17 giris: • 

1. Lina Majdalawi 

2. Hadeel Awwad 

3. Ghadeer Awwad 

Under 21 women: 

1 . Haoadi Tufaha 

2. Lina Majdalawi 

3. Maha Hawatmeh 

the younger players, who 
eventually will spe^ead 
Jordan's Olympic ambi- 
tions. E>r. Kuiidi is also the 
secretary general of the Jor- 
dan Olympic Committee. 

Although the federation 
has organised champi- 
onships in the past, it was 
the first time that age clas- 
sifications were used. This 
practice is more in line with 
international standards, and 


Under 21 men: 

1 . Ayman Maknay 

2. Shawqi Dia 

3. Abed Al Shama' 

Under 25 women; 

1. Alia Tufaha 

2. Haiiadi Tufaha 

3. Amani Tufaha 

Under 25 men: 

1. lyad Maknay 

2. Wael Sawalha 

3. Ayman Maknay 

Over 25 women; 

1. Tltyana Al Najjar 

2. Alia Tufaha 

3. Haifa Al Ashkar 

it was with this in mind that 
the federation decided to 
introduce age-groups. 

The winner of each group 
will automatically qualify 
for the national team. 

In other results, fyad 
Maknay won the presti- 
gious under-25 men's 
group while Alia Tufaha 
woo the women’s equiva- 
lent. 


Oakland Raiders wide 
recdver Tim Brown (L) 
can’t get his fingers on 
the' bail as be is closelv 
pursued by Miami Dol- 
phins .comerback Sam 
Madison (R) late in the 
first half at the O alelnn d 
Cofiseom. The Dolphuis 
are fora play-off 

berth (Reuters photo) 
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Tampa Bay 
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United go three points clear 


LONDON (AFP) — Nor- 
wegian ace Ole Gunnor 
Solskjaer struck twice as 
Manchester United went 
three points clear at the top 
of the English Premiership 
with- a crushing 4-0 victory 
over lO-man Blackburn on 
Sunday. 

Liverpool, meanwhile, 
bounced back from last 
week's humiliating I-O 
home defeat by Bamsley to 
clinch a 1-0 win over Arse- 
nal at Highbury, courtesy of 
a stunning second-half goal 
by England star Steve 
. McManaman. 
p In the day's other Pre- 
miei^hip mamh, Liverpool 
had acting captain 
McManaman to thank for a 
vit^ victory that will go 
some way to silencing their 
grovring band of critics 
after a series of suiprise 
defeats. 

The 25-year-old forward 
broke the deadlock when he 
casually picked up a tbrow- 
ui on the left flank and 
sauntered towards the Arse- 
nal area before unleashing a 
powerful dipping shot into 
die far comer of the nee 
The Gunners had the best 
of the opening exchanges 
) and came close to scoring 
10 minutes when 
Marc Overmars broke into 
4e right of the Liveipool 
box. 

The Dutch winger fired 
over a dangerous cross 


which just eluded the head 
of Ian Wright before falling 
to Stephen Hughes who 
fired a powerful shot over 
the bar. 

Teenager Michael Owen 
and McManaman were pos- 
ing Liverpool's gnMtest 
threat, but the Merseysiders 
were missing the influence 
of the banned Paul Ince and 
the cutting edge of Robbie 
Fowler, tdso under suspen- 
sion. 

Arsenal had another 
chance to open the scoring 
when England defender 
Tony Adams headed across 
goal and just beyond the far 
post after Martin Keown 
flicked on Wimerbum’s 


cross. 

Liveipool, though, began 
to impose themselves 
towards the end of the first 
period with Jamie Red- 
knapp and McManaman 
hitting their passing targets. 

Roy Evans' side came 
close to stretching their 
lead 15 minutes from rime 
when Norwegian midfield- 
er Oy\’ind Lconhardsen 
struck a fierce drive from 
the edge of the area which 
Arsenal 'keeper David Sea- 
man (fid well to rip over. 


REQUEST FOR OFFERS 


/^he "Water Quality Improvement 
Conservation*' Project, Ministry of Water and 
InigatiOD invites qualified Jordanian firms to 
submit expressions of interest to produce an 
educational film. The Project has a Public 
Awareness Component which promotes 
educational information on the benefits and effects 
of water conservation. A firm will be contracted to 
produce a 10 to 15 minute video, in Arabic, which 
will be used in workshops, seminars, and lectures. 
The video must be produced in a format which 
may be shown on national television. 

Interested firms should submit an expression of 
interest including price quotations to the WQIC 
Project Assistant, room 215, 2nd floor Ministry of 
"WsiieT and Irrigation Building in Shmeissani by 
^ecember4th, 1997. ^ 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


South African final drawn 


Hawks cruise past Spurs; 
Souics beat Magic 103-81 


JOH.ANNESBURG (AFP) — Kaizer Chiefs and Sun- 
downs drew 1 - 1 after extra rime in a South African League 
Cup final watched by a 60.000 crowd at FNB Stadium this 
weekend. Midfielder Thabang Lebese headed Chiefs in 
front from an 81st-rainute corner and Nigerian striker 
Raphael Chukwu levelled within 60 seconds through a 
close-range shoL The replay will be on Wednesday night at 
the same venue with the clubs chasing a first prize of 
$200,000, a record for a domestic cup in Africa 

U.S. to host basketbaU champs 

MUNICH (AFP) — The executive committee of FEBA, 
basketball's ruling body, announced here on Sunday that 
the 2002 Men's World Championships would be bosted by 
the United States while China would host the women’s 
evenL The United States, who have never hosted the event 
before despite inventing the game, will use the 32,000 
sealer RC.A Dome and the 1 8.1^ seater Fieldhouse Arena 
in Indianapolis for the tournament which will be held in 
the first two weeks of September. The women's champi- 
onships will run from May 26 to June 6 in the towns of 
Suzhou and Changshou in Jiangshu province with the final 
in Nanjing. The executive committee also finalised the 
dates for the basketball tournament at the 2000 Olympics 
in Sydney — it will be from September 16 to October 1. 

Ghanaian international dies 

ACCRA (AFP) — Ghanaian iniemarional midfielder 
Shamo Quaye died here suddenly over the weekend during 
a holiday from his Swedish club, Umea. his family told 
AFP on Monday. Quaye was pronounced dead on arrival 
Sunday at a private hospital in Tema. near Accra, where he 
was rushed after complaining of a sore throat. After play- 
ing a friendly game on Friday. Quaye suffered a slight 
swelling on bridge of the nose, a family spokesman 
said. He smd Shamo later developed a lump on the cheek 
and on Sunday morning complained of a sore throat and 
was rushed to hospital where he was pronounced dead on 
arrival. Quaye attained instant stardom in 1986 as the most 
famous member of a youthful Means of Oak squad recruit- 
ed to replace 23 sacked senior players. He played for 
Ghana's Under-20 and Under-23 teams and in the African 
country's bronze medal-winning squad at the 1992 
Ol>TTipics in Barcelona. Between 1993 and 1995 Quaye 
played with Saudi Arabian club Alqadisih before joining 
Umea in Sweden in 1996. Quaye had recently been picked 
for Ghana's national squad, the Black Stars, in next year's 
African Cup of Nations in Buridna Faso. 


ATLANTA (AP) — 
Dikembe Mutombo scored 

22 points and the Atlanta 
Hawlu, shooting a season- 
high 57 per cent from the 
field, cruised past the San 
Antonio Spurs 108-96 Sun- 
day night for their fran- 
chise-record I3ih \iclory of 
November. 

Atlanta, eclipsing its pre- 
vious record of 12 victories 
for the month, has won 
three in a row to improve 
its NBA-best record to 14- 
■) 

Led by Mutombo’s 10-of- 
12 performance from the 
field, the Hawks made 45 
of 79 shots to beat their pre- 
vious season high of 56 per 
cent in an opening-night 
victory at Orlando. Christ- 
ian Laettner added 18 
points. Steve Smith 15 and 
Tyrone Corbin 14. 

David Robinson scored 

23 points to lead the Spurs, 
and rookie Tim Duncan 
added 20. 

• Pacers 101, 76ers 89: 
At Indianapolis, Rik Smits 
has season-highs of 25 
points and five blocked 
shots and Mark Jackson 
had a season-high 14 assists 
as Indiana defeated 
Philadelphia. 

Both teams bad five play- 
ers in double figures. Jerry 
Stackhouse was high scorer 
for the 76ers with 21. 

Indiana had its most pro- 
ductive period of the season 
when it scored 33 points in 
the third quarter to build a 
22-point advantage. 

Jalen Rose also had a sea- 
son high for the Pacers, 
scoring II of his 17 points 
in the fourth quarter when 
Indiana fought off a late 
charge. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

For the attention of those v;ho are interested in 
studying at either postgraduate or undergraduate level 
in the U.K. in the 1998/99 Academic year. 


The Queen’s University of Belfast U.K. in cooperation with the AIMIG 
Group which acts as our representatives and agents is pleased to announce that 
its representatives 

Dr. Gerry Cleary, international Students Advisor, Admissions office, 

and 

Dr. Mohammad Ahmad, School of Mechanical and Process Engindering. 
will be available for consultation in the AIMIG offices at 
TheTeeba Center, Wadi Saqra Street 

on Tuesday 2 December 1997 between 4:00 and 8:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday 3 December 1997 between 2:00 and 6:00 p.m. 


The representatives will be happy to deal with all students enquiries and will pro- 
vide advice and assistance with the completion of relevant application forms. 
Students who have applied on previous occasions or who have contacted the 
university within the last six months, are also welcome to discuss their progress 
with the Queen’s representatives. 




For more bilorinailo^ piea^ ' ; 

TOL: <(^ ;{SS2{«r^ F^, 

E-maif; ,t: 




• Grizzlies 97. Pistons 
95: At Auburn Hills. Michi- 
gan. Vancouver completed 
a sweep of the season 
series against struggling 
Detroit when Grant HiU 
missed two foul shots wnih 

2.1 seconds left 

Antonio Daniels hit a 

shon running jumper with 

3.1 seconds left to break a 
tie, and Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim then fouled hill on 
the inbounds pass, but hill 
missed the first free throw, 
and no one could gain con- 
trol after he intentionally 
missed the second. 

The win was just Vancou- 
ver's second in 1 1 road 
games this year. 

Detroit lost for the Ilth 
time in its fast 15 games. 

Detroit (6-11 ). which has 
the fourth-worst record in 
the ^tem Conference, 
had never lost to the Griz- 
zlies prior to this season. 

• Supersooics 103, 
Magic 81: At Seattle, \fin 
Baker scored all 21 of bis 
points in the first half as 
Seattle built a big early lead 
and rolled to its seventh 
straight victory. 

The Magic had won 
seven of their previous 
eight games, but the Sonics 
dominated and led by 20 
points midway through the 
second period. Orlando cut 
its deficit to single digits 
only once the rest of the 
way. 

Hersey Hawkins had 16 
points and seven rebounds 
and Dale Ellis had 13 
points. Derek Strong led 
Orlando with 15 points. 

• Nets 87, Kings 73: At 
Sacramento. Califomia, 


Kendall Gill scored 18 of 
his 26 points in the first 
half as New Jersey built an 
early lead and coasted. 

The Nets (10-5), who 
began the season with four 
straishi victories, moved 
into a first-place tie with 
miami and New York atop 
the Atlantic Division. 

Kerry Kinles finished 
with IS points for the Nets, 
who forced 21 turnovers 
that led to 24 points. Sam 
Cassell had 10 points and 
1 1 assists. 

Mitch Richmond led 
Sacramento with 16 points. 
Billy Owens had 1 3 points 
and 16 rebounds. 

• Lakers 105, Raptors 
99; At Inglewood, Califor- 
nia, Eddie Jones scored 1 1 
of his'32 points in the first 
quarter as Los Angeles 
started fast before having to 
hold off Toronto. 

The Lakers remained the 
only NBA team without a 
home loss. The Raptors 
dropped their 1 3th straight 
— the longest losing streak 
in the league so far this 
season — as their NBA- 
worsi record fell to 1-15. 

Nick Van Exel had 17 
points and 10 assists, and 
Rick Fox also scored 17 
for Los Angeles. 

John Wallace led the Rap- 
tors with 25 points — the 
fifth straight game he has 
scored 20 or more. 


Amman Baccalaureate School 

invites applications for 
posts starting in August 1998 
in the following subject areas 

O Arabic teachers for Junior, Middle 
and Senior Schools . 

O English teachers for the Middle and 
Senior Schools, with experience of 
teaching literature. 

O Economics & Business Studies 
teacher for the Senior School . 

O Mathematics teachers for the 
Middle and Senior Schools . 

O Information Technology teacher for 
the Senior School . 

O Physical Education teacher . 

Only graduates with qualificatioas in the 
subject area and preferably a teaching 
diploma will be considered for these posts. 
Preference will be given to native ^eakers 
of Arabic and English and to 
bilingual candidates for other posts. 

Application forms, are available from 
the School Receptionist ( Tel : 5411191 ) 
and must be sub^tted together with a 
recent photograph by Saturday 
06 December 1997 




SUPER ONE DAY SALE 



TOMORROW 

SUPER ONE DAY 



20 % 

DISCOUNT 
On Everytliing 
You Purchase 
From The 
Second Floor 







C-TOWN AMMAN TtK CIRCLE TEL: 814129 
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Palestinian injured after 


Israeli soldiers hit school 


with bullets, tear gas 

Another Palestinian home demolished 


NABLUS (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers injured one 
Palesdniai) when they 
rubber-coated bullets and tear 
gas at a school in a village 
outside the West Bank town 
of Nablus on Monday, wit- 
nesses stud 

In a separate incident, sol- 
diers fired tear gas at 
Palestinians who were 
protesting as the army demol- 
ished a Palestinian home 
under construction outside a 
nearby Jewish settlement 

In the village of Bita. four 
kilometres outside Nablus, 
soldiers fired tear gas at a 
b(^s' high school while 
classes were in session, say- 
ing they had been hit by 


stones thrown from near the 
school. 

One student was taken to 
hospital in “stable condition" 
alter being hit by a bullet 
while another was taken to 
hospital after being overcome 
by gas. 

Meanwhile, in the nearby 
village of Burin, two bulldoz- 
ers accompanied by a contin- 
ent of 15 army jeeps demol- 
ished the home of Rustum 
Abdul Aziz, which lay near 
the settlement of Berakha. 
witnesses said 

A crowd of Palestinians 
gathered and verbal argu- 
ments broke out with the sol- 
diers. When a few youths 
threw stones at the soldiers. 


the troops opened fire witii 
tear ga.s to disperse the 
crowd No injuries were 
reported 

The army said that Abdul 
Aziz's home had been built 
“illegaUvr 

The army frequently 
demolishes Palestinian 
homes that are built without 
construction permits, particu- 
larly if they lie near Jewish 
settlements or the by-pass 
roads which serv e them. 

The Palestinians counter 
that Israeli occupation 
authorities almost never give 
permits to Palestinians to 
build on land in the 70 per 
cent of the West Bank which 
lies under their control. 







CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN GERMANY: Seasonal decorated huts, caroussels and illuminated market stands crowd the 
Roemerberg Square in central Frankfurt where this year's traditional Frankfurt Christmas Market was opened 
Until 22nd of December, about 200 Christmas market stands on this square, the famous 'Zcil' shopping street and 
the Main river banks will attract an estimated three million visitors (AJT photo) 


Palestinians dismiss Israeli troop 
withdrawal plan as ^smoke-screen’ 


RAMALLAH IAJ=P) — The 
Palestinian National 

Authority (TNA) dismissed 
Monday an Israeli decision in 
principle to conduct a limited 
conditional West Bonk tnx^p 
withdrawal os a “smdoe- 


screen. 

This Israeli decision “is 
merely smcHw in the eyes, a 
manoeuvTC just to reduce the 
international efforts, especial- 
ly by the Americans and 
^ropeans, and ease the 
increasing reactions against 
its policies'* said presidential 
secretary. Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim. 

“Israel must implement the 
three phases of the troop rede- 
ployments by the letter and 
content of the [January] 
Hebron accord.'* Nb. Abdul 
Rahim told Agence France 
Presse(AFP). 

The Israeli government on 
Sunday agreed in principle to 
conduct a long-promised 
troop withdrawal from parts 
of the West Bank. 

But the decision did not 
define the amount of land to 
be transferred to Palestinian 
control nof set a timetable for 
the troop withdrawals, and 
imposed the condition that the 
Palestinians show a stilfer 
fi^t against Islamists before 


any withdrawals talte place. 

“Witii tins ^isioTu 
Netanyahu isn't ju.st trying to 
get out of implementing his 
commitments, he is trying to 
eliminate the foundation on 
which the entire peace 
process is based, the principle 
of land for peace," Mr. Ab^l 
Rahim said. 

He accused Mr. Netanyahu 
of taking “unilateral actions to 
strengthen Israeli occupation" 
and to '‘cover up Israel's poli- 
cies of expanding seolements 
and stealing Palestinian land.” 

Under the Januoiy Hebron 
accords. Israel was ro conduct 
a three-stage troop withdraw- 
al in the West Bank by mid- 
1998. The Palestiniaas say 
that based on earlier accords, 
the withdrawal should give 
them control over 90 per cent 
of the West Bank. 

Israeli officials have said 
that under Mr. Netanyahu's 
proposal, the first and second 
phases would be combined 
into one troop withdrawal and 
the Palestinians would huv'e to 
forgo the third stage. 

Although the extent of the 
withdrawal has not yet been 
determined. Mr. Netanyahu 
has floated a proposal which 
wxiuld put around a third of 
the West Bank under total 


Egypt rejects Israeli 


pull back proposal 


CAIRO ( APJ — Egypt on Monday joined the PaJesununv in reieci- 
ing Israel's decision to pull back inxips liom the BnnL saving 
the conditiciul offer will further complicutu the deadlocked peace 
process. 

Fsreign Minister .Amr Masu said that Sunday's deciMon by the 
Israeli cabinet vvas merely “lacticaT and did address tlu: i 
Riiestinians’ grievances. ' 

"l^hac ue heard is an Israeli decision (hat uili not piLvh the peace j 
process fixw-jnJ but rather, mil ctcaie more complication.s." Mr. I 
Musa said I 

“It will not help." he told reponers after meeting with Israeli I 
envoy Eitan Bcnisur who briefed him cvi the cihinci's dansinn to | 
pull back troeps in the West Bank. 

Mcanwlnlc, Israeli Cabinet Secretary Danny Naveh and Prime j 
Minister Bernamin Netanyahu's adviser, t'n Arad also travdicil to 
Egypt Monday and met with Osama A1 Baz. (he political adviser to 
Pr^tdeni Hosni Mubarak. 

The visit was part of Israel's efforts to c> invinee Ec> pt to oixvpt 
! the decision ~ ^ perhaps, to help convince the Palv%tini.flis to do 
so. ( 00 . AfierilKtneetingaLahotdncarthcuirpoit.NIr.Na^'chsaiilt 
'We will continue our consuliaucas with the Egyptian side, espe- 
cially with Dr. Boz. so that wc can find a way (o push the peace 
process forward" He then left for Israel. 


control of the PN.A. 

Mr. .Abdul Rahim called nn 
the United States, which 
issued leners of guarantee to 
ensure implementation of the 


troop withdrawals. 

He w.imed that Mr. 
Neianyuhn's "policic.s of 
stalling and evasiveness rep- 


Hebron accord to “take up its rcs^nt a serious threat in die 
re-spoasibilities*' over the peace process." 


Palestinian in Israeli jail 


ends 40-day hunger strike 


CXrCUPIED JERUSALEM 
ll^) — A Palestinian woman 
jailed in Israel on Sunday 
ended a 40-day hunger strike 
she launched in an effort to 
secure her release. Israeli olfi- 
cials said 

'The administrative 

detainee Ilaf .Alavun is now 
eating dinner and with this has 
stopped her ongoing hunger 
strike." a spokeswoman for 
Israel's prison service said in a 
.siatemenL 

Ms. .Alayon i.s close to the 
Islamist Jihad group, which 
has claimed responsibility for 
deadly attacks against Israelis. 

“She stopped as port of a 
deal that Israel relea.se her 
after her administrative deten- 


tion. without renewing ii." 
said Mohammad .AJ Hindi of 
the Islamic Tihad in the Gaza 
Strip told Reuters. 

‘The deal came os a result 
of her strong will which in the 
end won the battle against the 
Israelis. It was the fim hunger 
strike carried out for such a 
long period of time by one 
peison." Mr. A1 Hindi srad 
The Islamic Jihad had 
warned Israel that it would 
retaliate if any harm were 
done to Ms. Alayan. 

Ms. Aluyan's mother. 
Sabha. told Reuters: 
“Palestinian .Autiiority offi- 
cials told me that Itof stopped 
her hunger strike." 

Ms. Alavan. who was sen- 


tenced tn 14 years m jaiN in 
WS? for altemptins to c;ury 
out an attack against Israelis 
and for trying to kill a prison 
guard, was released in 
Frtiruary I99fi with 30 
woman prisoners in line with 
interim peace deals. 

She was rearTC.sted 
month and placed in adminis- 
trative detention under Israeli 
laws that allow suspects to be 
held without charges or tnal 
for montlis. 

According to Israeli figures, 
there are 3.64S Palestinian 
political prisoners still in 
Israeli jaiLs. 

PN.A olficiols said there are 
more than S50 Palestiniuns in 
administrative detention. 


Women cr>' 
foul at Turkish 
census for not 
tallvins their 
professions 


Egypt ready to open new chapter in 
relations with Sudan — Mubarak 


CAIRO (AFP» — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said in statements published 
Monday that he was ready 
to “open a new chapter" in 


his country's strained rela- 
tions with Sudan. 

"Egypt is concerned with 
preserving the intercsLv of 
the Sudanese people and it 
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is ready to open a new chap- 
ter in Its relations with 
Sudan as long as Sudanese 
leaders respect the historic 
ties between the two coun- 
tries." he said. 

“We have asked the 
Sudanese government, os a 
goodwill gesture, to give us 
back Egyptian estaWish- 
ments which have been con- 
fiscated [since 1995]." .Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

His siatcmenls were pub- 
lished by the roling 
National [)emocraiii; 
Party's weekly newspaper. 
Mayo, and is the latest indi- 
cation from both Cairo and 
Khunoum that efforts to 
restore strained relations 
w-us gathering pace. 


ANK.ARA (AP» — 
^^’omen'v groups and women 
p(4iticians on Monday 
denounced u census for 
ignonng professinrud 

women. 

Turks were ordered to stay 
home for 14 hours Sunday 
while census officials wienl 
door-to-dotH: Bui the form 
used hud only r^ic pixifcssiijn 
slot for each household, and 
it was reserved for the hus- 
band. 

‘They did not ask me my 
profession." said Slate 
.Miru.stcr Isiiay Saygin. in 
charge of family ofi.iirs. 
"According rn tiv cn il code, 
the nvui i> siil] the head of the 
household. \5'c should be 
ashamed of this." 

It appeared that Ms. Saygin 
and oflKT female officials of 
the co’.emmcni were not 
aware of flic census fomis 
beforehand. 

The state Institute of 
Statistics which prepared the 
foms. defeiKkd ris omisskm 
by saying if was trying to 
sav e on puperwxirk. 

“This anitude shows That 
women won't he able l«.^ 
break iHit of their lives as sec- 
ond class citizens." said 
Tonsu Tulcar. prcsjdeni «»f ihe 
Women's Defence Society. 

Women take part in most 
aspccLs of this predominantly 
Muslim bu: officially secular 
society, saving as judges. 
dtx.lf*Ts. bwyers. covemviTs 
and indus'oi^thsis. Turkey 
cvvri had a woirun piine 
niinjsicr. Tonsu Ciller, 
between 


Probe panel slams Israeli agency 
for murder attempt on Misha ’al 


TEL AVIA' lAFP) — A par- 
liamentary commission of 
enquiry s;iid M<^nday lhal it 
hud found "•<Tious failures" 
in the operations of Israel's 
fiHvign inicliigence service 
surrounding ihe as.sassinnlion 
aiiempt agoinsi u Palestinian 
Islamist leader in Jordan. 

But the panel's final report 
stopped short of seeking .sanc- 
tions against officials of (he 
agency, known as the 
Mnssad. involved in planning 
the murder of Khaled 
Misha'al. political chief of 
Humu.s. 

Uzi Landau, chairman of 
the Knesset suhcommitiee on 
intelligence, said his group 
had ‘Uncovered serious fail- 
ure.s on tlie pan of Mossad" 
concerning the planning and 
execution of clundc.siine c^r- 
utions. 

He said a preliminaiy report 
draflcd by his six-member 
committee called for “major 
reforms" in the Mossad hui 
did not recommend sanctions 
against agency oflicialx 
responsible for the Misha'al 
fiasco. 


The report was approved by 
five of the six committee 
members. Yossi Surid of the 
lefi-wing Meretz party reject- 
ed the committee conclu- 
sions. saying that Mos.sod 
officials should be punished 
over ihe Misha'al affair. 

Two Mos.sad agents were 
captured after attacking Mr. 
Misiui'al with an exotic poi- 
.son on on Amman street on 
Sept. 25. 

To obtain the agents' release 
and prevent a breakdown in 
Israeli-Jrxdunian Tel;Uion.s, 
Israel was forced to provide 
an antidote to save Mr. 
Misha'al and (o free several 
dozen Jordanian und 
Palestinian dcuiinecs, notably 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the 
spiritual leader of Hamas. 

Opposition politicians hod 
demanded a high-level state 
enquiry into the decision to 
try to avtassinate Mr. 
Misha'al in Jordan in appar- 
ent violation of a 1994 l.sraul- 
Jordun peace treaty. 

Bui this was rejected by 
Prime Mini.sicr Benyumin 
Ncttuiyahu, who has fonnul 


lusportsibility for Mossad and 
its domestic counterpart. Shin 
Beth. 

Instead. Mr. Netanyahu 
named an ad hoe “clorificu- 
lion committee" to look into 
the affair. 

According to leaks of icsti- 
monv to that cununittcc and 
the parliumcnCiry panel, 
Mossad Chief Danny ^'alom 
said the order to as.sassinate 
Mr. Misha'al came directly 
from Mr. Netanyahu follow- 
ing Hanio.s suicide bombings 
in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Yalom reportedly attrib- 
uted the mission's failure to a 
deci.sion by a senior Mossad 
field agent to go ahead with 
the attack on Mr. Misha'al 
even though the conditions at 
Ihe time were not n'ghl. 

Tlw two agents who carried 
nut the attack were .sp«Hlcd by 
one of Mr. Mishn'al's body- 
guards who look chase and 
butded with the IsroelLs in the 
street until a passing police- 
men came by and arrested 
them. 


Syrian defence minister says 
Turkey ‘joined enemy ranks’ 


CAIRO (AFPt — Syrian 
Defence Minister Mustafa 
Hass on Monday accused 
Turkey of having joined the 
ranks (jf the Arabs' enemies 
because of Ankara's relations 
with Israel, according to an 
Eg>77tian newspupCT. 

“Turkey tumed its biicV on 
the Arabs and iiistctui of con- 
SKlering them its natunti 
friends. Turkey has joined 
enetny ranks." by reaching an 
alliance widi Israel. Mr. Tiass 
(old the Egyptian government 
duly i-Mirain. 

‘*flic presence of Turkish 
troops in parts of northern Iraq 
Ls a fruit of this alliance and 
reflects /\nkara's desire to set 
up a security /one to facilitate 
any ] future I attempt to occupy 
oil wells in ixxthem Iraq," Mr. 
TI 0 .SS said. 


'This presence is also aimed 
at putting pressure on Syria at 
a lime when Israel wants to 
maintain its occupiition of the 
Golan Heights and smiilieni 
I-chaiion to control kind and 
vvjiicr resiHircc.s." Mr. Tlass 
,iddcd. 

In February PW, Israel ;uul 
Turkey sigrwd a milihiiy 
corperation agreement which 
triggered a waw of coiKX'm 
!iCR>ss the Arab World. 

Mr. Hass s:iid that relations 
between /\nkara und Te! .Aviv 
would ;ilso rai.se concent in 
Iran. 

"The suen^hening of mili- 
Tiiry capabilities in Iran Is in 
ilie interest of die Arab Nation 
because Iran is a friendly 
s'ountrv which play.s an 
important role in counlcr 
ZiiMiism." Mr. Tlass siad. 


Mr. lliLSs also called on the 
.Arab countries to set up "a 
regional security /one", which 
he said would constitute “a 
guarantee for the suength of 
the Arabs." 

Turning l»« the Arab-Ismcli 
conflict he s;ijd he did not 
evpeet a pcMcetui snluijon 
soon. 

“I <ml\ see one possibiluv: 
the pursml of the -Arab-Kriicli 
ctmllicl lx.xMuse iJtcre are no 
signs of. -I change in Israei or a 
change In U.S. policies." Mr. 
Tlass sail). 

“The (l.sraelt) government is 
bolstering hnsiik* attitudes 
(ow:trds |vace... and the 
UnitciJ .Stales, instead of 
putting pressure on Israel are 
pulling pressijjv on the 
Arabs." Mr. Tlass s;iid. 


Somali faction leaders agree 
on reconciliation meeting 


CAIRO (AFP) — .Si.'viuli war- 
Icrds .Monday .mnnunced plans 
to huid .1 notional reconciliation 
rocctine in SonuUa Ijter tins 
month to set up a gmvmmeni 
lor their embattled counto'. 

The national reconeilLuiitn 
mcding is (O be held on Dec. 20 
in ihe town of Buydltah(\ they 
said m a statement released 
here. 

“The p.irticipanLv irf &k Cairn 
.Somali meeting, idler conceited 
dT<vt.s and Nt^tcriy eoitsnlLh 
linns, have uiiaitiniously agreed 
to hold a natuxud rccrmciliatKii 
meeting Dec. 20 in 
Ba\dlubi.i.'' the statement said. 

The Matcment wus signed hy 
eXmon Ho.sun All ki>mn us 
Ano. the cuntmt chairman iri 
the 26-faetim Stm&tli Nuijon.il 
SoivaaoQ Council lNSC» and 
key waikvU Hussctii 
Mohammad Aidecd of the 
I'nitcd Somah 


Cougruvs/StHniiii N.Uional 
Alliance fUSC/SNAl. 

Tlic .Somali factioas, .liong 
with All MuIkI) AklccQ 
Mohtinmud of the NSC-allied 
Sorrutli Salvation Alliance, have 
Ixxn huddled in a former 
Egyptian army bonticks in 
Cairo since Nov. 25 to linnuner 
init an agreement on a govern- 
ment for their sirifc-iom cimn- 
iry. 

"Snniuli I'actiun leaden are 
still meeting here to finuUsc 
ivepanitions for thi«; meeting 
which was agreed ujuin on 
Sunday." a SomaU source close 
to Mr. /Mi Maltdi (old AFP. 

'‘C)we ilicy liave finished 
their wrork a finBl declanuinn 
W'ill be anrHHinced hy the 
Egyptian foreign miniKUy," 
which Ls hi^isting lltc iceonciliu- 
lion meeting that opened in 
Cairo on Nov. 12. the .source 
added. 


.Somali snurees last week said 
the purricipunis at the closed- 
dtmni laiks agreed on (he cre- 
ation of u I.3'mcmher S/imali 
presidential council, ir.insitional 
govemmenL a pariiunicni and u 
legal system .md decided thai a 
presidem for Somalia would he 
chosen at tlic broader national 
reconciliation ineetine. 

Somalia lias been witNiui a 
government since the mer- 
throw of diciidiu- Mnliammad 
.Siad Banc in !9<}| .md die 
cnuiiiry- ius been rukai by w:tr- 
ioids for (he past six years. 

"Tlvy arc now meeting to 
fine-tune this agrceincm hut 
(hey have ikA yet readied a date 
and venue fur a hro^ider rceun- 
dliulion meeting during which 
a president for a united ^vm.iha 
will be elcLlcd.*' me of (lie par- 
ticipaiiLv in the talks mid iii^t 
week. 



Birthday card 
delivered... 68 
years late 


DUBLIN (AFP) — An 87- 
ycar-old Irish Catholic nun 
hriefiy felt like a leena^ 
again when a card offering 
best wishes for her I9ih 
birthday was delivered lost 
week. 68 years late. Sister 
Cecilia was sent the card in 
1929 when she was living in 
Crosshaven. County Cork, 
by her ftiend Eileen Lovdy 
from Dublin. The card 
became lixlged under the 
flixirboanis of a local post 
office and was only dis^'- 
ered when workmen began 
demolishing the building. ‘Tt 
was like a message from my 
youth, bringing so many 
happy memories of the past 
and the dear friend who sent 
iL" .said Si.ster Cecilia. 


Fayed accused 
of bugging staff 


LONDON lAFPl — TTie 
owner of London's Haaods 
lu.xury department store, 
Mohammad Fay'ed, seciedy 
bugged his staff over a six 
year period, a oew^)aper 
.said, quoting the store's for- 
mer head of security. The 
paper said it hod obtained 
hundreds of hours of tapes. 
including conversations widi 
customers, relatives and even 
members of the ro^ family. 
It alleged information gained 
from Ihe 'mtimaie convieisa- 
lions sometimes led to sack- 
ings or redundancies. But in 
a statement Fayed's 
spokesman denied that the 
millionaire hod eaves- 
dropped on hi.s employees 
and blamed the allegations 
on “a discredited and dis- 
gruntled" fomter member of 
staff. 


Sweden’s Princess 
Madeleine in Spice 
Girls coup 


STOCKHOLM lAFP) — 
Sweiien's IS-year old 
Princes.s Madeleine fooled a 
cn?wd of 10.000 people 
unending the Stockholm 
Intemational Horse Show on 
Sunday, appearing secretly 
as Spice Girl Mel 6 in a 
show with four other girl.s. 
according to pre.ss reports. 
The blonde-haired, blue- 
eyed princess took pan in a 
masquerade competition at 
the Globe /Arena without 
unyune in the audience 
aware that she was posing as 
racy Mel B. .Announceis 
only introduced her as 
"Madde.'' a common nick- 
name for Madeleine, as the 
live girls rode in on horses, 
dismounted and performed a 
dunLV number to a medley of 
.Spice Girls s«>ngs. 


Moths didn’t like 
Rommel’s epaulettes 


CAEN (.AFP) — The son of 
\'\'orld War fl General Erwin 
Rommel donated hi.s father's 
cpaiiiettes to the Peace 
Memorial in this Normandy 
city. “My father was wearing 
tlicse epaulettes when he was 
wounded on Julv 17. 1944. 
at Livarot." Normandy, .said 
Manfred Rommel, who iva.s 
liiking pan in a peace confer- 
cnee here. “I hud to rum- 
mage through my things to 
find them. The uniform had 
been eaten by moths, but 
litey didn't like the 
epaulettes." added Roauttd. 
an official for FraittO- 
Cierman cooperation at the 
German foreign ministry. 


Madonna refuses 
to sing oldies 


NEW YORK (.AFP) - 
Madonna has refased to sir? 
iit a giilii eient in honour ^ 
the l.'iic Iiallui fa.shion Idnp 
Gianni Vers.Tce appaf^)' 
because she locks new nuW" 
rial, the New Vbrk Daily saki- 
The singer turned down ao 
mviiaiion perfonn Dec. 8 
at the Metropivlitan Musciim 
df Art's Cosumw Institute 
Ball in honour of Versace 
l^'cause she did not waitf W 
'•iny any of her oldies. Tbc 
orgtinisers of the gala event 
tried to get singers 
w'hiinvy Houston. Cowing 
and soul singer 
D Angelo before Stine came 
through. 
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